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PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION. 



IX committing these Sermons to the press again, 
after the kpse of thirty years, the Author is 
more and more confirmed! his invictions, that 
the revealed truth of the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ is the grand desideratum in the present 
conflicts of the true Church of God in this land. 

Members, and prominent members, of our Na- 
tional Church have departed more and more from 
"the simplicity of Christ" as rescued from the 
traditions of men by our Keformers, and expressed 
in the natural grammatical meaning of our Thirty- 
nine Articles. This departure has been on both 
sides, and to extremes. 

On the one side, to the meretricious arts and 
contrivances and ornamentations of "the strange 
woman,'' who is content to remain without her 
absent Husband; and on the other side, to the 
philosophic pride which is " willingly ignorant " of 
what the Lord Jesus is, and did, at His first 
coming ; and asks, with scoffing scorn, " Where is 
the promise of His coming'' again ? 
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The controversies engendered and embittered by 
these departures, and now so rife, like all the other 
strivings of the potsherds of the earth, shall be 
suddenly cut in upon, and put an end to, by the 
glorious appearing of the King. 

Nothing but this can do it ; and nothing but 
the believing expectation of this can at once 
stimulate the energies of the Christian to perse- 
vering duty, and moderate his expectations as to 
present results. The quickening call to him is, 
" Occupy till I come." Occupy ! No sloth, no 
despondency. And the sobering predictions which 
guard him against vain- hopes and bitter disap- 
pointments in the meantime, are, " Evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived ;" and, " As it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man," (Luke xvii. 27-30.) 



October 1865. 



PREFACE, 



THERE still exists a prejudice against the views 
of unfulfilled prophecy, which are advocated 
in these Sermons. It is supposed that they are 
curiously speculative rather than experimentally 
practical ; and that all those persons who enter- 
tain them, must of necessity belong to the vision- 
aiy school of modem fanaticism, rather than to 
the " good old way" of sound and sober theology. 
It must indeed be confessed, that several dis- 
tressing causes have conspired to give too much 
apparent ground for this opinion. But it ought 
in fairness to be remembered, that accurate and 
candid discrimination, is an indispensable ingre- 
dient in every intelligent and honest inquiry. It 
is the part of the disingenuous to mingle truth 
and falsehood together in one mixture. It is the 
danger of the unwary, either to receive or reject 
the whole mixture without discrimination. In 
either case, our great enemy triumphs. If the 
whole mixture be rejected, one of his objects is 
gained in the suppression of truth. If the whole 
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be received, another of his objects is gained in the 
circulation of error. It is the privilege of the wise 
to discriminate ; to analyse the mixture ; to adhere 
to truth against every hindrance, against every 
species of obloquy, or difficulty, or distress; and 
to reject and resist error, in the face of every 
solicitation, and blandishment, and bribe of a com- 
promising world : to ^^ prove all things, and to hold 
fast that which is good!'^ 

I. First, then; an inquiry into the true inter- 
pretation of the unfulfilled prophecies of Scripture, 
ought not to be judged by the unscriptural con- 
jectures in which some of its advocates have in- 
dulged. Precise dates have been given. Geo- 
graphical, architectural, and other details have 
been insisted on. And even individual men and 
measures of modern times, have been confidently 
set forth, a« speciaUy intended in such and such 
prophecies. By interpretations (if they deserve 
that name) of this character, the writer of the fol- 
lowing pages has been deeply grieved. But, surely, 
it would be most unreasonable to be thereby de- 
terred altogether from any inquiry, into so large a 
portion of the Word of God ; all of which has been 
given by inspiration, and written for our learning. 

It is undeniable, that some persons abuse the 
doctrines of the free grace of God, and the all- 

• 1 Thess. V. 21. 
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sufficient atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, into 
an excuse for careless living. But does it there- 
fore follow, that we must either become Antino* 
mians, or reject the gospel altogether? Surely 
not. In like manner, some persons abuse the true 
and proper humanity of the Lord Jesus into So- 
cinianism. But does it therefore follow that we 
must either become Socinians, or deny the Saviour's 
manhood ? Surely not. 

in all such cases, discrimination is wisdom ; and 
without painstaking inquiry, men must fall into 
error, either of excess or defect. The same is true 
in the case now before us. Some persons have 
identified the "wiHul king" of Daniel xi. with 
Napoleon Bonaparte ; and one interpreter has 
proceeded gravely to inform his readers, that the 
" ships of Chittim," mentioned by the prophet at 
the 30th verse of that chapter, designated the 
British fleet, under Lord Nelson, in the year 1798, 
and more particularly, the squadron, under Sir 
Sidney Smith, which prevented Bonaparte from 
getting possession of St Jean d'Acre.* Is it then 
a matter of necessity, that we must either adopt 
such a line as this, or altogether give up any 
further examination of what the prophets have 
written? Discrimination is wisdom; and if we 
refuse to exercise it upon this subject, we expose 

• See Frere'a Combined View, &c., pp. 404-406. 
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ourselves to the risk of either receiving, as the 
Word of God, the ingenious fancies of men, or of 
rejecting as the fancies of men, the true and faith- 
ful Word of God. 

II. This subject ought not to be judged by the 
practical inconsistencies of individual advocates, 
however distinguished. This has been done in 
our own times. The names of certain prominent 
men were associated with a literal interpretation 
of prophecy, for a considerable time; and then, 
afterwards, when those men embraced erroneous 
doctrines, or at least contended for modes of 
expression, and proceeded into the wild extrava- 
gance of supposed miraculous inspiration, in sup- 
port of this error; and so eventually added schism 
to heresy — ^the whole weight of the opprobrium 
so incurred recoiled upon the study of unfulfilled 
prophecy, and many persons were deterred from 
the inquiry altogether, and others who had entered 
upon it, gave it up, as though it were the inevit- 
able precursor of some mischievous aberration. 

The writer has been constrained to feel these 
things in deep bitterness of spirit ; and he cannot 
look back upon the events of the last few years, 
without humbly adoring the rich unmerited mercy 
of a preserving God, by which a poor helpless 
sinner was enabled to detect the beginnings of 
error, and from that moment to resist the influence 
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of associations long cherished ; and at last, being 
compelled to the alternative, to break off all com- 
munication with men much beloved, rather than 
compromise his own convictions of the truth of 
God. " Bless the Lord, my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits : " His watchful care. His re- 
straining grace, His preserving power I 

III. Man is a reasonable creature, and God deals 
with him as such. The great object, so far as man 
is concerned, of the truth revealed, is character to 
be produced. " Savctify them through Thy truth" 
is the language of the great Intercessor ; " Thy 
toord is truth," But in order that truth may pro- 
duce this transforming effect upon the character, 
it must be received as truth ; really and cordially 
received ; so that the heart can repose upon it with 
confidence as truth indeed. To require that any 
statement shall be felt to be practical before it is 
cordially believed to be true, is manifestly to sub- 
vert the order of cause and effect. The primary 
question is, what view of the subject is truef 
What is, indeed, revealed f What may I safely 
believe and trust in, so as afterwards to experience 
its practical influence ? 

" The coming of the Lord — ^the day of Christ — 
the day when the Son of Man shall be revealed — 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven — the 
Lord shall be king over all the earth — if we suffer 
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with Him, we shall also reign with Him — we shall 
reign on the earth." Whatever may be the true 
meaning of these and similar expressions, it is certain 
that by them all watchfulness, sobriety, diligence, 
and universal devotedness to God, are most urgently 
pressed upon the Church in the Holy Scriptures. 

In a work, for which I gladly avail myseH of 
this opportunity to express my grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the learned author, (a gratitude which 
I feel, in common, I am persuaded, with a large 
number of my brethren in the ministry of the 
Church,) Mr Townsend, thus states the difference 
between the Jewish and the Christian expectation 
of a Messiah : — 

" You demand a temporal — ^we a spiritual de- 
liverer. In this lies the difference between us. If 
a temporal Messiah is the object of the prophecies, 
he has not come ; if a spiritual Messiah is to be 
expected, Jesus of Nazareth was the desire of all 
nations I " He then further defines what he sup- 
poses the Jew to expect, under this title, a tem- 
poral Messiah. * * In looking for a temporal Messiah, 
you anticipate a being fit for earth alone. The 
Messiah whom we receive was fit for earth and for 
heaven. Your Messiah is a mere mortal, who 
must linger through his few years of feverish 
renown, * pleased with this trifle still, as that 
before.' Ours is an immortal, who came down 
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from an invisible world to elevate the whole human 
race, and restore them to conununion with God. 
Your Messiah is expected to triumph, as a CaBsar 
or Napoleon, over the bodies of the slaughtered, 
amid the groans of the dying, and the tears of 
the widow and the orphan ; ours shall mount to 
universal dominion by subduing the heart, and 
by changing the sword into the ploughshare, and 
banishing tears and grief for ever. Which is most 
glorious ? Yours is compatible with all the lion 
passions of the heart ; ours is only compatible 
with the conquest of self, with pure motives, and 
a holy life. Which is most worthy of an im- 
mortal — which yields most praise to God ? " * 

It is not my present purpose to inquire how far 
this is an accurate representation of the opinions 
of such Jews (if there be any such) as believe 
Moses and the prophets. I quote the passage be- 
cause I apprehend that it expresses the difference 
which is very generally supposed to exist between 
two classes of Christian interpreters — ^the spiritual 
and the literal. In reference to the first Advent 
of the Messiah, there is no difference among Chris- 
tian interpreters in this respect. All understand 
the prophecies literally. But in reference to His 
second Advent, those who advocate a similarly 

* Townsend's Arrangement of the New Testament. Edit. 8. 
Introduction — ^pp. Izxyiii. and Ixzir. 
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literal interpretation, are too often spoken and 
written against as if they anticipated a being fit 
for this earth alone in its present fallen state ; a 
mere mortal conqueror like Caesar or Napoleon, 
whose character is compatible with the indulgence 
of all the lion passions of the heart. 

Nothing, however, can be more remote from our 
anticipations. We do, indeed, expect a Messiah fit 
for earth ; but it shall be that new earth which 
God hath promised, and " wherein dwdleth right" 
eousneaa" And we do believe that the new earth 
so promised, and so described, is not some other 
region in space, or some other planet created for 
the purpose, but this planet renewed ; that is, 
restored from all the accursed consequences of the 
sin of the first Adam, and made the everlasting 
abode of that most glorious manifestation of God 
which is given in the human nature of the second 
Adam, Jesus Christ our Lord, and in the members 
of His mystical body raised and transformed into 
His perfect likeness, both body and soul. We do, 
indeed, expect a conquering Messiah ; and as the 
result of His conquests, we anticipate the fulfilment 
of that glorious prediction, " The kingdoms of this 
world'' (for His kingdom will then be on earth) 
"are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
anointed; and he shall reign for ever and ever.'' * 

* Kev. xi. 15. 
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" To maintain the contrary supposition is surely 
to destroy the consistency of the scheme of revela- 
tion, and to render void the most solemn declara- 
tions of Jehovah. If, according to the prevalent 
opinion, this material worid be doomed to destruc- 
tion and not to renovation ; if Christ shall come 
only as a mighty judge, to hold a last assize, to 
separate the righteous from the wicked, and then 
to annihilate the globe on which the career of guilt 
has been achieved, wiU not the bright promises of 
creative power to man be blighted and defaced ? 
Will not a boast of dreadful blasphemy console the 
host of hell ? And when they mark the earth, 
encircled by the burning flame which now blazons 
forth its doom of death to higher abodes ; and 
when they shall contrast the fearful scene with 
that quiet home of heavenly eulogy, in which * the 
morning stars sang together, and the sons of GOD 
shouted for joy,' will they not rejoice in the strength 
of their misrule, and find a recompense for rebeUion 
in the successful wreck of a fair and beauteous 
world? .... 

" It may confirm the view here given of the 
future, to inquire into the nature of that felicity 
which our Lord himself has taught us to eocpect 
It would be natural to suppose, that in the selection 
of blessings^ which He condescended to make the 
subject of oar prayers to God, the consummation of 
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His ovm work of mercy would find a marked place. 
The supposition is consistent with the fact. He 
has concentrated a prayer for the completion of 
His own work in the two remarkable expressions, 
* Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as in heaven.' If we lay aside the prepossessions 
of education, shall we refuse to admit that our 
Lord here hounds our view to this scene of earth f 
In heaven, that is, in the other regions of the uni- 
verse of God, His will is already done : but here 
we are surrounded with a scene of rebellion, anarchy, 
and sorrow. Does He then teach us to pray for a 
translation from this unquiet land to another and 
distant orb ? He puts no such request within our 
lips : He directs us to pray for the establishment 
of His kingdom, and this kingdom appears to be- 
long exclusively to this material earth, * Thy wiU 
be done in earth, as in heaven.' Is not the infer- 
ence twofold, first, that the earth is the theatre of 
His kingdom; and, secondly, that conformity to 
His will is the absolute enjoyment of heaven ? and 
that no loftier supplication can be associated with 
our thoughts than that the hallowed sceptre should 
be replaced in human hands, even in the hand of 
the mighty Antitype, ' the second Adam, the Lord 
from heaven.' 

" I ask, then, the Christian reader, if it be not our 
duty to call away our minds from human opinions ; 
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from the influence even of great names ; from popu- 
lar belief, however ancient ; from theories, however 
venerable ; from the prescriptive applause of cen- 
turies ; from the vague and indistinct ritual of 
education ; and to take our firm, courageous, and 
patient stand upon the plain, grammatical, un- 
warped text of Scripture, the clear and lucid deci- 
sions of Eternal Wisdom and Truth. 

" That wondrous volume, the charter of human 
hope, the anchor of human faith, affords instruc- 
tion definite^ and expectations jpreciVe. Jesus Christ 
is linked to our world by ties less fragile than those 
which human theology has framed. Surely He will 
COME AGAIN, and exhibit those ties in all thefr 
beauty and in all their strength."* 

IV. The Jewish nation occupies a very dis- 
tinguished feature in the history of the world ; and 
it is no slight argument in favour of the literal 
interpretation of unfulfilled prophecy, that while 
that nation presents an unmanageable difficulty to 
others, it forms one of our strongholds. Some in- 
terpreters seem scarcely aware of the inconsistency 
they incur, by allowing a literal interpretation of 
the prophecies respecting the dispersion of the 
Jews, while they refuse to admit a similarly literal 
interpretation of the prophecies respecting the re- 

* Prospects of the Christian Church; by the Hon. and Bey. 
G. T. Noel, pp. 2i-27. 
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appearance and reign of the King of the Jews, 
though they are interwoven in the same contexts, 
by the inspiring Spirit of truth. Mr Townsend 
says : " Of the unfulfilled prophecies of God, the 
most splendid, the most numerous, and apparently 
the most easy of execution, are those which relate 
to the Jews. They will again plant the vine and 
the oHve upon their native hills, and reap their 
harvests in the valleys of their fathers." Then, 
after expressing some doubtfulness as to the mode 
by which they shall be borne back to Palestine, he 
calls "their own unoccupied, uncultivated, unre- 
garded land, the central spot on earth, where the 
metropolitical Church of God may be most suitably 
established.'' In illustration of this, he appends a 
note from Mr King's remarks upon Palestine, consi- 
dered as the centre of the millennial empire of Christ 
upon earth, which he truly says are highly worthy 
of notice. " How capable this country (Palestine) 
is of a more universal intercourse than any other, 
with all parts of the earth, is most remarkable, and 
deserves well to be considered, when we read of the 
numerous prophecies which speak of its future 
splendour and greatness ; when its people shall at 
length be gathered from all parts of the earth unto 
which they are scattered, and restored to their own 
land. There is no region in the world to which an 
access from all parts is so open. By means of the 
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Black Sea and the Mediterranean, there is an easy 
approach from all parts of Europe, from a great 
part of Africa, and from America. By means of 
the Bed Sea and the Persian Grulf , and the well 
known roads from thence, there is an approach 
from Africa, from the East Indies, and from the 
Isles. And, lastly, by means of the Caspian, the 
Lake or Sea of Bayhall, and the near communica- 
tion of many great rivers, the approach is facilitated 
from all the northern parts of Tartary. In short, 
if a skilful geographer were to sit down to devise 
the fittest spot on the globe for universal empire, 
or rather a spot where all the great intercourses 
of human life should universally centre, and from 
whence the extended efiects of universal benevo- 
lence and good-wiU should flow to all parts of the 
earth, and where universal and united homage 
should be paid, with one c<Hisent, to the Most High, 
he would not find another so suited in all circum- 
stances as that which is, with emphasis, called the 
Holy Land. These observations, perhaps, may not 
deserve great weight, but they ought not to be 
wholly neglected, especially when it is considered 
how many passages of Scripture there are which 
plainly declare that the time shall at length come 
when Zion shall be the joy of the whole earth.''* 
But these numerous passages of Scripture declare 

* Towngend's Arrangement— Introduction, pp. Ixviii., Ixix 
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as plainly, that when Zion shall be the joy of the 
whole earth, the Lord himself, on the throne of 
David, in Jerusalem, shall be the joy, and light, 
and glory of Zion, Now, if the portions of pass- 
ages which apply to the nation and the land be 
thus admitted to the favour of a literal interpreta- 
tion by these respectable and sober-minded com- 
mentators, upon what principle of consistency, or 
canon of analogy, is it, that a similar interpretation 
is denied to the interwoven portions of the same 
passages, whi<;h apply to the king ? 

The world is asleep, inmiersed in the perishing 
things of this present passing life. The Church is 
dreaming of the conversion of the world by means 
which never yet converted any one nation or city, 
and which were never intended for more than the 
taking of a people out of the world.* The time 
is short. The danger is urgent. The Lord is at 
hand ! 

most gracious and merciful God ! let Thy 
effectual blessing accompany every warning sounded 
by Thy watchmen: accomplish, oh, accomplish, the 
number of Thine elect, and hasten Thy kingdom ! 
Amen. 

* Acta XV. 14. 
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This paper was sent some time ago to a periodical of limited 
circulation. It is thought to be an appropriate introduc- 
tion to the following Sermons. 



THE most prominent feature in the volume of 
unfulfilled prophecy is the glorious advent of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. It is that great act which 
at once terminates the present and commences the 
next succeeding dispensation of Jehovah's dealings 
with this our world. As such, the views enter- 
tained concerning it must be of the first importance. 
This would have been so though there had never 
existed any difference of opinion upon the subject ; 
but now, in addition to its intrinsic importance, 
considered absolutely, the coming of the Lord in 
glory has acquired a relative interest, maintained 
and magnified by the discordant opinions and 
statements which are daily reiterated in all the 
churches. Those opinions are so diametrically 
opposed, not merely in exaggerated expressions on 
either side, but in the very substance of the sub- 
ject, that either the one party is deluded by the 
most visionary enthusiasm, or the other is sunk 
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into a deceitful infidelity. Truly, the matter is 
no light matter : there is either Antichristian ima- 
gination at work on the one side, perverting the 
Scriptures; or there is Antichristian scepticism 
at work on the other side, explaining away the 
Scriptures. 

Here is a man who believes that our Lord Jesus 
Christ will return to this earth in person before 
the millennium, while yet the inhabitants of the 
world generally are in their present condition and 
character similar to the state of things in the days 
of Noah, when the flood came. Connected with 
this, he beheves that divine vengeance for abused 
privileges will be poured out suddenly upon Chris- 
tendom ; that the Jewish nation will be restored 
to the land of their forefathers ; the heathen nations 
blessed with the universal knowledge of the Lord ; 
the earth renewed, and a glorious kingdom estab- 
lished therein, the metropolis of which will be 
the city of Jerusalem, and the king of which will 
be the Son of Mary, the Son of David, with the 
accomplished aggregate of His elect, risen, like 
Him, and reigning with Him. 

There is a man who beheves that our Lord will 
not return in person to the earth till after the mil- 
lennium, and within about four-and-twenty hours 
of the final conflagration ; when the earth shall be 
annihilated, or if not annihilated, he is not exactly 
sure what is to become of it ; but he commonly 
interprets the scripture which says that " the earth 
shall be burned up as a scroU," to signify its an- 
nihilation. Connected with this, he believes that 
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immediately upon our Lord's coming, all men shall 
stand in the judgment, — the quick, and all the 
dead from the beginning of the world ; that the 
unbelieving shall be cast, soul and body, into hell; 
and the faithful taken, soul and body, to heaven; 
without any distinction between Jew and Grentile, 
between Christendom and heathen lands, except 
that Christendom will be judged by the Scriptures, 
and the heathen by the light of conscience and the 
law of nature ; and that, consequently, the ideas 
of a personal reign of Christ upon this earth, a 
restored Jewish nation, and a first resurrection, 
are nothing better than rabbinical fancies, long 
since exploded from the creed of rational Christians. 

Now, it is obvious that if the first man be right, 
the second man is an infidel I God hath spoken 
many things which he does not believe. If the 
second man be right, the first is a visionary mad- 
man, inventing a revelation for himself, and calling 
it God's word. 

The man who shall throw scriptural light upon 
the subject of our Lord's glorious advent, not by 
unproved assertions, however confident, but by de- 
tailed exposition and fair deduction ; accompanied, 
not by contemptuous vituperation, but by affec- 
tionate persuasion — ^that man will confer a signal 
benefit upon the Church of Christ. I rejoice to 
find that so many men of God are now engaged in 
this long-neglected field ; and as my contribution 
to their labours, I offer the following observations 
on our Lord's prophetic discourse, as recorded at 
large in the 24th chapter of St Matthew, compared 
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with the 13th chapter of St Mark and the 21st 
chapter of St Luke. 

Our Lord — by riding into Jerusalem upon an 
ass's colt, according to the prophecy of Zechaiiah ; 
by stirring up the little children to sing hosannas 
to Him, from the 118th Psalm, (a psalm always 
sung at the Feast of Tabernacles, the period at 
which the Jews expected the Messiah to appear;*) 
and by quoting in connexion with it from the 8th 
Psalm, which contains a prediction of Christ's uni- 
versal dominion over the earth, (Matt. xxi. 1-16 ; 
Zech. ix. 9 ; Ps. viii. ; Heb. ii. 6-9) — had given 
the Jews every opportimity, consistent with their 
free agency, of acknowledging Him as the Messiah. 
A combination of remarkable circumstances from 
their own Scriptures, grouped together by the gra- 
cious management of our Lord, was pressed upon 
their attention: only compulsion was withheld. 
They were still obstinately prejudiced against Him. 
He then, in parable, predicted their overthrow, and 
the transfer of the vineyard to other husbandmen. 
(Matt. xxi. 33-45.) They were enraged, (ver. 46.) 
But He repeated the warning in the parable of the 
marriage supper, (Matt. xxii. 1-14 ;) silenced suc- 
cessively the cavils of the Herodians, (16-22,) the 
Sadducees, (23-33,) and the Pharisees, (34-46 ;) 



• See Zech. xiv. 16-21, where the worship of the King, the 
Lord of Hosts, at Jerusalem, is connected with the keeping 
of the Feast of Tabernacles ; and compare Matt. xvii. i, where 
Peter, on seeing the Lord Jesus in His glory, accompanied by 
Moses and Elias, immediately suggests the preparation of 
tabernacles. 
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Convincing the latter of their ignorance, by showing 
that they could not tell in what sense Messiah was 
to be the Son of David, being called in the Psalms 
David's Lord. He then denounced fearful woes 
against them, as hypocrites, (xxiii. 1-36 ;) wept 
over the city, as now devoted to destruction, (37-39 ;) 
and depai-ted out of it to the Mount of Olives, 
(xxiv. 1.) One of His disciples commented upon 
the beauty of the temple, which was in view, say- 
ing, " Master^ see what mannei- of stones^ and what 
buildings are here" Jesus declared its approach- 
ing ruin: " Seest them these great buildings f there 
shall not he left one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down." Then four of His disciples, 
deeply impressed, as it would appear, by this alarm- 
ing declaration, asked Him privately, " When shall 
these things he ? and what shall he the sign when 
all these things shall be fulfilled f" (Mark xiii. 1,4;) 
or, as it is in St Matthew's narrative, " Tell us 
when shall these things he; and what shall be the 
sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the age," 
{avvTeKeia rov al&vo^,) The prophecy now to be 
considered is given in answer to these questions : 
first, " When shall these things be which you have 
predicted concerning Jerusalem and her stately 
temple ? " and, secondly, " What shall be the sign 
of Thy coming, and of the winding up of the dis- 
pensation ? " 

Upon these questions, I offer in the first place 
these general remarks : — 

The disciples had been present when Jesus in- 
quired of them, " Whom say ye that I am? " They 
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had heard Peter's famous reply, " Thou art the 
Christy the Son of the living God,'' and the un- 
qualified approbation which that reply met with. 
Consequently they were perfectly aware that the 
person to whom they were speaking was the Mes- 
siah. He was there present among them, yet they 
ask for a sign of His coming. It is clear, there- 
fore, that they expected some other coming differ- 
ent from that which had already taken place, and 
which, of course, required no sign. That other 
coming, for which they looked, was a coming of 
the very same Person to whom they spake : this is 
evident from their expression, t^? 0-^9 irapovala^. 
It is remarkable, that three of the four who asked 
Him these questions had been eye-witnesses of 
His glorious appearing on Mount Tabor, and had 
been desired to keep secret what they had seen 
until after He was risen from the dead. They ob- 
viously expected that Jesus would come again as 
they had seen Him in the transfiguration; and 
they ask for instruction as to the period of His 
coming, and the sign which should precede it, by 
which they should take warning. In proceeding 
to prophesy the intermediate events, and to give 
the signs. He of course implies that they were right 
in the expectation of the thing to be signified. 

Again : the disciples were as yet ignorant of the 
purpose of God toward the Gentiles during the dis- 
persion of Judah: the natural consequence of which 
was, that they expected the glorious coming of 
Messiah in His kingdom over Israel, and through 
Israel over all the earth, immediately upon the 
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breaking up of the then existing Jewish establish- 
ments ; which establishments were so interwoven 
in all their parts with the temple, that to predict 
the destraction of the temple was one and the same 
thing with predicting the termination of the whole 
system. They evidently, therefore, supposed that 
they were propounding an inquiry concerning events 
which were to be synchronical. To predict the 
whole truth, without at the same time plainly an- 
nouncing the Grentile dispensation, (which the dis- 
ciples were not then able to bear, and to which they 
afterwards gave a late and reluctant consent,) was a 
difficulty which Christ had to meet in wording Hiis 
reply, and which in some degree accounts for the 
difficulty we experience in expounding that reply. 
1. " Jesvs answered and mid unto them, TcJce 
heed that no man deceive you : for many shall come 
in my mmve^ saying ^ I am Christy and shall deceive 
rrmny" (Matt. xxiv. 4, 5.) "Your present danger 
lies in the expectation that the kingdom is inmie- 
diately to be restored to Israel. In consequence of 
such an expectation, you are liable, and even likely, 
to be deceived by some impostor, pretending that 
he is Christ the King. Take heed, therefore," &c. 
This part of the prophecy was accomplished in the 
few years which immediately followed our Lord's 
ascension : " Theudas arose, boasting himself to 
be somebody : after him, Judas of Gralilee, in the 
days of the taxing, and drew away much people 
after him.'' Against such delusions the Lord's dis- 
ciples had their appropriate warning in the words 
just quoted. 
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" And ye shall hear of taars, and rumours of 
wars : see that ye he not troubled ; for all tliese 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
For nation shall rise against nation, and JcingdoTn 
against kingdom : and there shall hefaraines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places" 
(Matt. xxiv. 6, 7.) 

The wars primarily predicted in this passage 
were the wars of Cestius and Vespasian, Nero's 
generals, whose disastrous progress is so minutely 
detailed by Josephus. In the midst of the calami- 
ties which then befell the Jews, and threatened 
even Jerusalem itself, the Lord's disciples had this 
prophetic exhortation on record, " See that ye be 
not troubled," accompanied by an assurance that 
the end of the temple and city would not be just 
then. This predicted respite was remarkably ful- 
filled. Vespasian was in a full career of success 
against the Jews when Nero died. This event, fol- 
lowed as it was by the flagrant enormities of Galba, 
Otho, and Vitellius, was felt throughout the empire : 
it arrested Vespasian's progress, and led eventually 
to his being proclaimed emperor, and returning to 
Italy, leaving the Jewish war unfinished. The end 
was " not yet ;" the predicted destruction of the 
temple was reserved for Titus. In this passage, 
however, the language of the prophecy swells into 
an application to greater things than these ;* and, 
the winding up of the Jewish dispensation being 
typical of the winding up of this more enlarged 
dispensation under which we live, the language is 

* See note, page 16. 
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transferable from the one to the other, and predicts 
political commotions towards the close of this dis- 
pensation, to be succeeded by a pause of peace pre- 
vious to the end. 

If, as many imagine, the French Revohition, 
with its accompanying symbolical plagues and 
earthquakes, be the commotions here predicted, 
then the pause in which we now breathe, since the 
general peace, is marked by " (he end is not yet/' 
That is, the Jewish war under Vespasian was to 
that expiring dispensation of God's dealing with 
Judaea, what the French Revolution has been to 
this expiring dispensation of God's dealing with 
Christendom ; the pause of peace which followed 
was to that dispensation what the present interval 
is to this ; and the conclusive war under Titus was 
to that what the coming of the Son of Man will be 
to this. If this be so, let us remember, to our un- 
speakable comfort, that between the departure of 
Vespasian and the coming of Titus, the elect Jews 
were drawn out of the city, and gathered to a place 
of safety. 

The next verse of the prophecy implies that the 
sorrow, which should begin with the close of the 
Jewish dispensation, would not end there, but 
would indeed prove only the beginning of sorrows : 
"u4H these are the beginning of sorrows/* (ver. 8.) 

Thus far the parallel passages in the three evan- 
geHsts agree : compare Mark xiii. 5-8, and Luke 
xxi. 8-11. 

But observe the remarkable difference in the 
next passage. St Matthew says, " Then shcUl they 
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deliver you to he afflicted, and shall kill you, and ye 
shall he hated of all nations for ray names sake :" 
implying that the predicted sufferings of Christ's 
disciples would be subsequent to those events which 
He had just characterised as the beginning of sor- 
rows. St Mark says, " But take heed to yourselves, 
for they shall deliver you," &c., without saying any- 
thing as to the period. But St Luke says, " Be- 
fore ALL THESE, they slwll lay their hands on you, 
and persecute you," &c. ; distinctly declaring that 
the persecutions of the disciples would precede the 
beginning of the great tribulation. Now, I do not 
for a moment set this saying of our Lord by St 
Luke against that other saying of his by St Mat- 
thew ; neither have I recourse to any verbal criti- 
cism to make them harmonise. I believe they 
were both uttered : that in the one, the disciples 
personally had the needful warning for their own 
time ; and in the other, the warning of similar 
affliction is extended to all faithful disciples during 
the continuance of those sorrows of which the 
Jewish dispersion was to be the beginning. What, 
in this instance, was accomplished by two distinct 
passages, appears to me to be done in other in- 
stances, by so ordering the language as to make 
the same words predict two events, similar in their 
nature, but differing in their chronology. This I 
apprehend to be the structure of the prophecy in 
many succeeding clauses ; beginning with the dis- 
ciples themselves under that dispensation, and 
swelling into greater things, applicable to all true 
disciples to the end of this dispensation. 
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^^ And then shall many he offended^ and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one another ; 
and, because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
rruiny shall wax cold" These words presuppose 
not apostles and faithfol disciples only, but also 
false professors ; many of whom would be offended 
because of the reproach of Christ's name, and 
would betray their brethren : so that the deaden- 
ing effects of their abounding iniquity would par- 
alyse the Church itself under a hateful lukewarm- 
ness. In the midst of this there would be many 
false teachers, who would deceive many or make 
many to wander, {frXavrja-ovai 7^oXXov^^) These 
words found a fulfilment in the state of things 
in Jerusalem previous to its destruction : and it 
would be difficult to find any words which contain 
a more accurate and comprehensive description of 
the state of things in Christendom at this day. 

The next verse supplies our warning at this 
eventful moment, and during whatever troubles 
may arise to put our constancy to the trial : " He 
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world, for a witness unto all 
the nations ; and then shall the end be!' These 
words also found a fulfilment in the state of things 
previous to the destruction of Jerusalem." The 
gospel was preached in all the empire, (eV oKri r^ 
ohcovfjbanf^ for a witness to "aK the nations" com- 
posing the body of the fourth beast, {iraai roi<; 
€0v€<n,) Then came " the end" of the temple of 
Jerusalem, and all the institutions of that dispen- 
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sation. The words predict also what is now going 
forward, to the bUnd admiration of multitudes, 
who little think of the sudden and overwhelming 
end of this dispensation, which is to follow in the 
ti'ain of Bible and missionary testimonies. The 
parallels to these verses are Mark xiii. 9-13 ; and 
Luke xxi. 12-19. 

The next passage in St Matthew is, " When 
ye, there/ore, ahcdl see the aboniinatton of desola- 
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy place, (tvhoso readeth let him understand:) 
then let them which be in Judcea flee unto the 
mountains," &c. In St Mark it is the same : but 
in St Luke it is, " When ye shall see Jeruadlefm 
compassed ivith armies, then know that the desola- 
tion thereof is nigh ; then let thera which are in 
Judcea flee to the mountains/' This sufficiently 
identifies the abomination of desolation spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet with the armies of Pagan 
Eome bringing destruction upon Jerusalem. 

Here, then, the prophecy gives warning to such 
disciples as should be in Jerusalem at the time, 
not to hope for her deliverance, for fall she must : 
their safety, therefore, could only be in flying out 
of her. We have seen how graciously an oppor- 
tunity was afforded them of availing themselves 
of this warning. Jerusalem should not only fall, 
but be trodden down for a considerable time, even 
during the whole of the times of the Gentiles. 

Thus it follows, " There shall be great distress in 
the land, and wrath upon this people : and they 
shall faU by the edge of the sword, and shall be 



INTRODUCTION. 13 

led away captive into all nations : and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden dovm of Hie Gentiles^ until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulJUled.'' Those are the 
"times of vengeance, that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled." In them shall be be- 
gun the great tribulation, which, beginning in 
those days of the dispersion of the Jews, shall 
prove in the end the greatest tribulation that ever 
has been, or shall be. It shall affect the Jews as 
a nation, the elect Church from among the Gren- 
tiles as an aggregate, and all the children of God 
as individuals ; and it shall endure throughout the 
whole of the times of the Gentiles. In the course 
of it, fresh delusions and temptations shall arise ; 
some of them with such plausible pretensions to a 
divine origin as to deceive all but the elect, and, 
if it were possible, even them also. The false 
Christs and false prophets, the signs and wonders, 
predicted to mark this period of tribulation, direct 
our attention to the great apostasy of Christen- 
dom ; under which the Jews as a people, and the 
elect as a Church, have been bitterly oppressed : 
and concerning which the apostle writes, that it 
would come " after the working of Satan with all 
power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
perish speaking b'es in hypocrisy, forbid- 
ding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats." 

Among the attempts at delusion to be prac- 
tised in the course, and it would seem peculiarly 
towards the close (ver. 22) of that period, false 
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announcements of the Lord being come already 
would occupy a prominent place. Against these 
the elect were warned; and distinctly told that 
the coming of their Lord would be an event not 
to be mistaken. Matt. xxiv. 26-28. Upon these 
verses I adopt and quote the observations of 
Bishop Horsley : * — " Give no credit, says our 
Lord, to any reports that may be spread tiaat the 
Messiah is come, that He is in this place or in 
that: my coming will be attended with circum- 
stances which will make it public at once to all 
the world ; and there will be no need that one man 
should carry the tidings to another. This sudden 
and universal notoriety that there will be of our 
Saviour's last glorious advent, is signified by the 
image of the lightning, which in the same instant 
flashes upon the eyes of spectators in remote and 
opposite stations. And this is all that this com- 
parison seems intended, or indeed fitted, to express. 
It has been imagined that it denotes the particu- 
lar route of the Eoman armies, which entered 
JudsBa on the eastern side, and extended their 
conquests westward. But had this been intended, 
the image should rather have been taken from 
something which hath its natural and necessary 
course in that direction. The lightning may break 
out indifferently in any quarter of the sky; and 
east and west seem to be mentioned only as ex- 
tremes and opposites. And, accordingly, in the 
parallel passage of St Luke's Gospel we read neither 
of east nor west, but indefinitely of opposite parts 

* Sermon II. on St Matt xxiv. 8. 
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of the heavens : * For as the lightning that light- 
eneth out of the one part under the heaven, shineth 
into the other part under heaven, so shall also the 
Son of man be in his day/ The expression, * hia 
day: i« remarkable. The original might be more 
exactly rendered hia ovm day; intimating, as I 
conceive, that the day, i.e., the time of the Son of 
man, is to be exclusively His own ; quite another 
from the day of those deceivers whom He had men- 
tioned, and therefore quite another from the day of 
the Jewish war/' And again : — " It is probable 
that the eagle and the carcase was a proverbial 
image among the people of the East, expressing 
things inseparably connected by natural affinities 
and sympathies. * Her young ones suck up blood,' 
says Job, speaking of the eagle ; * and where the 
slain is, there is she.' The disciples ask, Where, 
in what countries, are these calamities to happen, 
and these miraculous deliverances to be wrought ? 
(Luke xvii. 37.) Our Divine Instructor held it 
unfit to give further light upon the subject. He 
frames a reply, as was His custom when pressed 
with unseasonable questions, which, at the same 
time that it evades the particular inquiry, might 
more edify the disciples than the most explicit 
resolution of the question proposed. ^ Wheresoever 
the carcase is^ thither will the eagles he gathered 
iogeiher! Wheresoever sinners shall dwell, there 
shall my vengeance overtake them, and there will 
I interpose to protect my faithful servants. No- 
thing, therefore, in the similitude of the lightning, 
or the image of the eagles gathered round the 
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carcase, limits the phraes of * our Lord's coming' 
in the 27th verse of this 24th chapter of St Mat- 
thew to the figurative sense of His coming to 
destroy Jerusalem. His coming is announced 
again in the 30th verse, and in subsequent parts 
of these same prophecies; where it is of great 
importance to rescue the phrase from the refine- 
ments of modem expositors, and to clear some 
considerable difficulties, which, it must be con- 
fessed, attend the literal interpretation." Here, 
therefore, as in other clauses, the prophecy begins 
with an appropriate warning to the Lord's disci- 
ples at the winding-up of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion : "If they shall say unto you, Behold, He is 
in the desert, go not forth : Behold, He is in the 
secret chambers, believe it not ;" and then swells 
into a largeness of expression, which embraces, 
and strikingly predicts, the winding-up of this 
dispensation.* 

* I am aware that this is the part of our statement which is 
charged with unsoundness; and which being, as is alleged, mere 
arbitrary ingenuity, throws discredit upon all the rest. But here, 
as elsewhere, it is easier to deny than to disprove. " Scripture 
prophecy," says Mr Davison, " is so framed in some of its pre- 
dictions as to bear a sense directed to two objects; of which 
structure the predictions concerning the kingdom of David fur- 
nish a conspicuous example ; and I should say, an unquestion- 
able one, if the whole principle of that kind of interpretation 
had not been by some disputed and denied. But the principle 
has met with this ill-acceptance, for no better reason, it should 
seem, than because it has been injudiciously applied in cases 
where it had no proper place ; or has been suspected, if not 
mistaken, in its constituent character, as to what it really is. 
The double sense of prophecy, however, is of all things the 
most remote from fraud or equivocation, and has its ground of 
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The parallels to this clause are Mark xiii. 14- 
23, and Luke xxi. 20-24. 

The next passage in St Matthew is, " Immedi- 

reason perfectly clear. For what is it ? Not the conTenient 
latitude of two unconnected senses, wide of each other, and 
giving room to fallacious ambiguity; but the combination of 
two related, analogous, and harmonising, though disparate, 
subjects, each clear and definite in itself ; implying a twofold 
truth in the prescience, and creating an aggravated difficulty, and 
thereby an accumulated proof in the completion. So that the 
double sense of prophecy, in its true idea, is a check upon the pre- 
iences of yague and unappropriated prediction rather than a 
door to admit them." So much for the principle generally : and 
touching its application to this particular prophecy, if it shall 
be proved (as I think it is in this paper) that the coming of the 
Son of man here predicted, cannot possibly be His prOTidential 
ylsitation at the destruction of Jerusalem, so that one branch of 
this prophecy must be admitted to reach forward to the close of 
the Gentile dispensation; then it remains to be proved that 
it is inconclusive to assert a similarly extended application of 
the whole prophecy. One of the examples selected by Mr Da- 
vison, in illustration of the principle above stated, is the pro- 
phecy now before us. He says, " The prophecy of the judicial 
destruction of Jerusalem, with the dissolution of the Jewish 
economy, symbolises with that which relates to the final judg- 
ment which will shut up the whole temporal economy of God, 
at the end of the world. In the New Testament they are 
united. In this, as in other authentic instances of a double 
sense, particulars are found belonging exclusively to the one 
subject or the other : these particulars create a discrimination, 
but do not violate the general harmony of the things described : 
the chief propositions and images, and the substance of the 
prediction, are common to the two, and they are common by 
the nature of the subjects, which correspond so far in their 
main attributes as to give a plain ground of fitness and agree- 
ment, to the prophecies which join them together in one com- 
prehensive scheme of delineation." I repeat, it is easier to 
deny than to disprove the opinion maintained in these very 
■enaihlt obBervationB. 

B 
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ately after the tribulation of those days shaU the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken : and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn : 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 
And He shall send His angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
fr(ym the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
another.'' The period for the commencement of 
these great and final signs is here distinctly marked, 
in reference to what has gone before, " immediately 
after the tribulation" In St Mark it is, "7?i 
those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be 
darkened," Ac. In St Luke it is, " There shall be 
signs in the sun and in the moon',' Ac, without 
any mark of the period, as in the other two. The 
reason is obvious. The period is sufficiently marked 
in the preceding words in St Luke : " Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled: and there shall 
be signs in the sun" And this confirms the iden- 
tity of the two periods, ^^that tribulation' and ^Hhe 
times of the Gentiles" When the tribulation of 
those long days from Jerusalem's overthrow shall 
be ended, and the time shall have arrived when 
Jerusalem is to be restored, and made a praise in 
the earth, then " the sun shall be darkened," &c. 
What precise events are predicted in these great 
words I do not dare to say ; whether political and 
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ecclesiastical commotions throughout the empire, 
or real miraculous appearances in the heavenly 
bodies, or both : the mode of prediction, as we find 
it in St Luke, favours the supposition of the for- 
mer. But whatever they are, they shall usher in 
the great climax of all, the glorious appearing of 
the Son of man. I do not believe that any of the 
late or present commotions in Europe have ful- 
filled the signs here predicted, because I cannot 
subscribe to that view of the prophetic chronology 
which supposes the times of the Grentiles to have 
already expired. For this I have many reasons : 
it will be sufficient at present to assign this one ; 
Jerusalem is still trodden under foot of the Gen- 
tiles; whereas, from the terms of the prophecy 
before us, it appears undeniable that the restora- 
tion of the Jews, and the re-establishment of the 
holy city, either in its actual consummation, or at 
the least in such obvious progress as cannot be 
gainsayed,must be contemporaneous with the termi- 
nation of the times of the Gentiles, which times, 
we have seen, are identical with the duration of 
the great tribulation. I thank God, the interests 
of Jerusalem are attracting increased and increas- 
ing attention, and the last great step of this pro- 
phecy may be at the door. 

Agreeing most cordially with the observation 
of the learned prelate above quoted, that it is of 
great importance to rescue the phrase of the 
Lord's coming, in this 30th verse, from the 
refinements of modern expositors, I shall here 
compare the passage with a parallel prediction 



20 INTRODUCTION. 

from the first chapter of the Apocalypse. " Be- 
hold," saith the Spirit, by the beloved disciple, 
" He Cometh," He, the faithful Witness, the 
First-Begotten of the dead, the Prince of the 
kings of the earth ; He who loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and His Father, — 
" He cometh with clouds : and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him ; and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, amen !" Here, as in the passage before 
us, we have the Lord Jesus coming in the clouds 
of heaven, every eye seeing Him and the kindreds 
{<f>vkal in both texts) of the earth mourning 
{Ko^ovrai in both texts) because of Him. And 
we have one additional circumstance predicted: 
among the spectators of the glorious scene, they 
who pierced the Son of Man are specified as a dis- 
tinct group. 

Now what coming of the Lord is this? Not 
His providential visitation at the destruction of 
Jerusalem; for then, instead of coming in the 
clouds of heaven. He did not come at all, but by 
His Spirit He stirred up the hearts of the Eoman 
emperors to come and bring their armies to de- 
stroy Jerusalem ; and instead of every eye seeing 
Him at that time, no eye saw Him, for He re- 
mained m the invisible world : and instead of the 
Jewish nation seeiog and knowing Him as the 
person whom they had pierced, they were still re- 
jecting Him, and for rejecting Him were destroyed; 
and instead of all the nations of the earth waUing 
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1)ecaiise of Him, they have all been rejoicing ever 
rince, and making merry, regardless of Him. And 
further, as Horsley argues from the narrative in 
St Matthew, "It is evident that the coming in- 
tended in these similitudes, [the lightning, and the 
eagle and carcase,] is (hat coming, of the time and 
hour of which none knows, said our Lord, * not 
even the Son, but the Father/ But since the 
epoch of the destruction of Jerusalem was known to 
the Messiah by the prophetic Spirit— for He said 
that it should take place before the generation with 
which He was living on earth should be passed 
away — the coming, of which the time was not 
known to the Messiah by the prophetic Spuit, 
could be no other than the last personal advent." 
To these conclusive arguments we may add, that, 
according to the best and most careful investiga- 
tion, it appears that Jerusalem had been already 
destroyed previous to the giving of the revelations 
to John, in Patmos, and was consequently a matter 
of history in the Church, and not of prophecy. 

What coming, then, of the Lord is this ? Not 
His spiritual coming, as it is called, to His Church: 
because, in what is meant by that phrase, instead 
of coming in the clouds of heaven in manifested 
manhood, as He went away. He reveals Himself 
by the Spirit in the hearts of His elect, as present 
with them in all places at the same time ; conse- 
quently, not in His manhood, which can be only 
in one place at a time ; — and instead of every eye 
seeing Him, no eye sees Him : the elect walk by 
faith, not by sight ; — and instead of the Jewish 
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nation, who pierced Him, seeing Him, they have 
rejected, and do reject Him to this day ; — and in- 
stead of all the nations of the earth wailing because 
of Him, they still rejoice and make merry, regard- 
less of Him, and scoff with disdain at the preten- 
sions of His people to any inward revelation of His 
presence by the Spirit. It is manifest that similar 
arguments would prove that the coming of the Lord 
cannot mean the death of the individual man, as 
has been absurdly maintained. 

What coming, then, of the Lord is this ? Clearly 
His personal coming in visible manhood, when 
that shall be brought to pass which was spoken 
by the angels to the apostles, on the day of the 
ascension ; when Jesus, being parted from them 
on the Mount of Olives, and received into a cloud 
out of their sight, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, and said, " Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jems 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shaJd SO 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.'' 

" Behold, he cometh with clouds ! " This ex- 
clamation of the apostle's is grounded upon the 
last of those sublime visions which had been pre- 
sented to him, and with the glory of which he was 
so filled when he came to testify the truth to the 
churches, that he is interrupted by, as it were, in- 
voluntary bursts of feeling. In his benediction, 
he called Jesus Christ ** the Faithful Witness," 
" the First-Begotten of the dead," " the Prince of 
the kings of the earth," with evident allusion to 
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the threefold revelation of the Lord which he had 
received — ^the great Bishop of the Church, the 
Lamb as it had been slain appearing in heaven, 
and the King of kings returning to the earth. 
Then out of the abundance of his inspired heart 
bursts forth the doxology, " Unto Him that loved 
U8, and washed us from owr sins in his oion bloody" 
&c. But this was not enough to satisfy his ardent, 
holy enthusiasm. A chart had been laid before 
him, marking the course of the voyage by which 
Grod had fore-ordained to carry on the world and 
the Church through this dispensation. Both are 
seen saiUng together ; the one exulting in her 
pride, the other meek and lowly ; the one glitter- 
ing in all splendour of costly ornament, the other 
in sackcloth: the one changing its aspect under 
successive commanders, and increasing, as it pro- 
ceeds, in luxury and pride ; the other always the 
same, under one Captain, neither imitating nor 
envying the pageantry of its companion : the one 
ringing with the sounds of revellings and banquet- 
ings and blasphemies ; the other breathing into 
every gale the tender accents of earnest, humble 
prayer. They sail on together: the one pleased 
with the voyage, and wishing it to last for 
ever; the other sore buffeted and weary, almost 
to death, longing for the haven. The whole 
voyage beiug traced before the apostle's eye, the 
port at last appeared, and there, behold ! the 
Master of both vessels rushes forth with flaming 
fire I Every eye beholds Him. The crew of the 
little tempest-tossed bark shout for joy, saying, 
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'* This is our Friend : we have longed for Him, 
we have waited for Him : now He is come, and 
He will save ns : Hallelajah ! " Then shall dole- 
ful cries be heard from on board the great gay 
vessel ; for everlasting destniction shall be her 
portion, and that of all who belong to her. 

This hist scene had made an impression upon 
the apostle's heart, which he was eager to commu- 
nicate, and the words we have been considering 
contain the enraptured utterance of that eager- 
ness: ^^ Behold, he comdh with clovdsl'* Ac. 
They have no other connexion in the context. 
Where, where is the man who can contemplate 
the truths revealed to the apostle, without catch- 
ing a spark of the apostolical fire here kindled ? 
In aU light there is heat. The man who can 
proceed in a cold investigation of these revealed 
glories of Grod in Christ Jesus, without finding 
himself once and again hurried away into a 
warmth of devotional enthusiasm, which bids 
defiance to all rules of logic, has more reason to 
be ashamed of the deadness of his heart, than to 
pride himself upon the soundness of his under- 
standing. This exuberance of feeling, however, 
arising from the overflowing fulness of the trans- 
porting subject, is a very different thing from that 
vapid excitement which is begun, continued, and 
ended in emptiness. Stimulants are good and 
healthful when they have substantial, nutritious 
food to act upon ; but when administered alone, 
they can only produce drunkenness or fever. 

It is further to be remarked, that neither in the 
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24th chapter of St Matthew, nor in the first of the 
Apocalypse, is there any mention made of the 
resurrection of the body. Elsewhere, indeed, the 
resurrection of those that are Christ's at the same 
period is predicted as certainly to take place ; but 
in the passages now under consideration, the spec- 
tators of the advent appear to refer exclusively to 
the living in that day. The circumstance of the 
Jews who pierced him being specified, contains no 
objection to this opinion ; for it is the nation that 
is spoken of, as such ; to the Jews, as a nation, 
the promises of restoration and prosperity are made : 
not to the generation who were alive in the day 
when the prophecy was uttered, whether by Moses 
or Isailih, or Ezeldel or John, but to the nation as 
a continuous aggregate ; and those prophecies shall 
be literally fulfilled in that generation of the nation 
which shall be alive upon the earth in the day 
when the Lord doeth these things. Upon that 
nation (generation after generation) has been 
visited the vengeance of His blood whom they 
pierced. It is true of the present generation of 
Jews, that they are suffering for, or because of, 
Him whom they pierced ; and the generation of 
them who shall be ahve when He returns shall see 
Him whom they have pierced. They shall recog- 
nise Him, in the glory of Jehovah, as that same 
Jesus whom they crucified, and whom tliey have 
for so many hundred years spumed and blasphemed ; 
and perceiving that he returns their Friend, caus- 
ing mercy to triumph over justice, they will be 
overwhelmed with mingled shame and remorse, 
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and fear and gratitude, and faith and love. No 
event short of this can fulfil the words of the Lord 
by the prophet Zechariah : " In that day shall the 
Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem : and he 
that is feeble among them at that day shall be as 
David : and the house of David shall be b& God, 
as the angel of the Lord, before them. And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that I wiU seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplication: and they shall look 
upon Me, whom they have pierced ; and they shall 
mourn for Him as one moumeth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for Him as one that 
is in bitterness for his first-bom. In that day 
shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of 
Megiddon. And the land shall mourn, every 

family apart, and their wives apart In that 

day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for 
sin and for uncleanness,'' (Zech. xii. 8-14, xiii. 1.) 
That no such favour was shown to the Jews as 
that which is here promised, nor any such peni- 
tential mourning awakened among them as that 
which is here described, at the time that the Mes- 
siah was pierced by them, is matter of notoriety. 
The facts of the case were precisely the reverse. 
Instead of Jerusalem being defended, it was de- 
stroyed; instead of penitent bitterness of spirit 
amongst the inhabitants thereof, there was the 
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most hardened obduracy. Yet the single clause of 
the prophecy which says, " They shall look on him 
whom they have pierced," is quoted (John xix. 37) 
as applicable at the moment of the crucifixion ; — 
applicable, however, it is manifest, as identifying 
the person crucified with the person predicted by 
Zechariah, but not as supplying the fulfilment of 
the whole strain of Zechariah's prophecy. That 
remains to be fulfilled in the day when the crucified 
One shall re-appear upon the earth. 

With this important corroboration of our ex- 
position, we return to Matt. xxiv. Having con- 
cluded this prophecy, our Lord proceeds to instruct 
His disciples, by a parable, how they might be sure 
of the final accomplishment of all he had said, 
(vers. 32-34,) "When you see the fig-tree bud, 
you hail it as a sign and pledge of the summer 
and harvest. So, also, when you shall see the 
destruction of the temple, the dispersion of the 
Jewish nation and the beginning of the great tribu- 
lation, you may hail all these things as a sign and 
pledge of the finishing of that tribulation, and 
the coming of the Son of man at the end of it." 
" AU these things^" in verse 33, must be thus 
limited; for if they be understood to include more 
than the beginnings of the prophecy, there will be 
no force in the parable ; for " all these things " 
would then include as signs those very events of 
which they were to be the signs. ^^All these things" 
which the disciples were to see (ver. 34) and hail 
as signs, correspond, therefore, with the budding 
of the fig-tree, and mean the dispersion of the Jews 
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and the beginning of the sorrows. " Verily I say 
to you," added our Lord, " all these things shall be 
fulfilled— the fig-tree shall bud— before this genera- 
tion passes away/' As if He had said, " The whole 
prophecy, in aU its periods, is aptly represented by 
the whole season of a fig-tree. While I speak, it 
is winter ; the fig-tree is bare, the prophecy has 
no fulfilment. Before this generation of men shall 
pass away, it will be spring ; the fig-tree shall 
bud, the prophecy shall have a commenced fulfil- 
ment in the destruction of Jerusalem. This you, 
my disciples, shall see. From this you may argue 
surely, and expect confidently, the sunmier and 
harvest. The fig-tree shall blossom and bear 
fruit ; the prophecy shall make progress in fulfil- 
ment, the great tribulation shall run its course, 
and the Son of Man shall come. " Heaven arid 
earth shall pass away, hut my words shall not pass 
away,'* 

We now proceed to the practical application of 
this prophecy, as pressed by our Lord, under the 
two heads of watchfulness and diligence, to the 
end of the chapter, and enforced by two parables 
in the chapter following. 

" As the days of Noah were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be ; for as in the days 
that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, imtil 
the day that Noah entered into the ark ; and knew 
not, until the flood came and took them all away ; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." 
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They knew not ! But had they not been told ? 
Yes, verily. Noah preached to them of righteous- 
ness and judgment to come ; he builded the ark 
also, and thereby gave them warning ; by which, 
as it is written, " he condemned the tvorW They 
had heard, therefore, that the flood was coming ; 
and many, very many of them must have joined 
Noah in making visible preparation for it; yet our 
Lord says, " They knew not, till the flood came." 
This opens a truly deceitful mine of the human 
heart ; and as it was then, so it is now. It is pos- 
sible to hear of the coming King, the coming 
judgments, and the coming kingdom, and to be 
constrained to admit the justice of the statements, 
not seeing how the arguments advanced can be 
refuted — nay, not only so, but to take a liking for 
the subject, to find in it a comprehensiveness, a 
depth of intellectual exercise, an excitement of 
political application, which invests it with a very 
animating interest ; and thereupon to become a 
zealous advocate for it, a champion in the contro- 
versy excited by it ; and yet to be without part or 
lot in its blessedness ; never really to embody it 
in your instinctive creed, so as to make it your 
own ; and, after all, to have it truly said of you, 
in the sense now before us, that you knew it not 
till it came. Here, as in every other branch of it, 
salvation is by grace. The natural workings of 
the mind and heart of man are easily mistaken for 
the energisings of the Holy Ghost. The study of 
prophecy may be as formal as the profession of 
orthodoxy ; and the formal student, as well as the 
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formal professor, may live and die at emnity agaiHst 
Grod, and be cast into the damnation of hell. 

You know that the Lord is coming, and shall 
come ; but you know not the time. " Watch, 
therefore: if the good-man of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered his 
house to be broken up. Therefore, be ye also 
ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh." It is very evident that the 
disciples and first Chiistians lived under this lively 
impression, and were persuaded that the day of the 
Lord's coming was at hand. They turned from 
idols to serve the living God, and " to wait for his 
Son from heaven." Their conversation was in 
heaven, from whence they looked for the Lord 
Jesus Christ to come and change their bodies into 
the likeness of His risen body. The apostles, in- 
stead of referring to the believer's death, and hold- 
ing out the disembodied state as the object of the 
Church's proximate hope, addressed the brethren 
on this wise: " Ye come behind us in no gift, wait- 
ing for the coming of our Lord Jems Christ" 
" The Lord is at hand. Be patient, therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord." " Stablish 
your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh." " Be sober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ!' " And I pray God, your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

And the church of the Thessalonians was so 
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impressed by this and similar language, that the 
apostle Paul was taught of the Holy Ghost to ex- 
plain to them that the great tribulation spoken of 
by the Lord Jesus must intervene ; for that the 
Son of Man would not come until first the man of 
sin was revealed, arrogating to himself the incom- 
municable attributes of God. This is the subject 
of 2 Thess. ii. 1-8. This must have caused the 
animating expectation of the immediate coming of 
the Lord to have subsided in the Church. It was 
necessary that it should be so: the truth of the 
case required it. But, to guard the faithful against 
the despondency in the first instance, and after- 
wards the unbelief likely to arise from this, a de- 
tailed description of the progress of the great tribu- 
lation was revealed, as we have seen, to St John, 
and by him communicated to all the churches. 

Now, then, that the man of sin has been re- 
vealed : now that the mystery of iniquity has been 
working, not in its secret spirit only, (in which 
sense it is in the nature of every fallen man, and 
did begin to oppose the gospel even in the apos- 
tles' days,) but also in its open form, as the mani- 
fest usurper of the government of Melchisedek, 
wearing on the same head, in antichristian com- 
bination, the crown and the mitre : now that the 
great tribulation has been running its course, and 
such signs as are predicted to mark the termina- 
tion of it, are starting into more and more manifest 
existence in every kingdom of Europe: now, the 
impression which animated and supported the first 
disciples in all their troubles, but which afterwards 
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died away in the Church, should revive and reani- 
mate us, and set us upon such a course of holy 
devoted activity and seK-denial, as would require 
the very impression which caused it to support us 
under it. For, mark ! let the prophetic numbers 
be calculated as they may, at the longest feasible 
calculation the time is now short ; and the Lord 
Jesus has said distinctly, that the last days of the 
time shall be shortened, for the elect's sake — how 
much shortened He has not said. Therefore, if we 
could surely calculate the numbers of the times 
given by Daniel and John, and if we could suc- 
cessfully demonstrate that our calculation is correct 
to a day and an hour ; yet, still, of the exact time 
of our Lord's coming no man could know: but 
one thing we know, the time covered by the pro- 
phetic numbers shall not be lengthened. The 
impression made upon the disciples, therefore, 
though proved to be premature in their case, is 
exactly the impression which should be made upon 
us, and which will not prove to be premature in 
our case. Combined with the certainty of the 
event, and the well-grounded conviction of its 
nearness, there remains uncertainty as to the time ; 
and my mind has been much affected by observing 
how this, like every other branch of divine truth, 
works two ways. To those who are watching, the 
uncertainty, by keeping them watching, is a savour 
of life unto life: to those who are careless, the 
uncertainty, by leaving them in their carelessness, 
is " a savour of death unto death," It was to 
deepen the impression of these points, that the 
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parable of the Ten Virgins was spoken. It marks 
the state of affairs at the time of the end among 
those who had received warning. " Then" (mark 
the connexion with the 24th chapter — then) ^^ shall 
the kingdom of heaven be likened^* <fec. All the 
ten had so far taken warning, and embraced the 
hope, that they seemed to be waiting for the ex- 
pected Bridegroom. Had He arrived at that in- 
stant, all the ten would have entered into the 
marriage : but He tarried : His delay put their 
constancy to the test. It is endurance that proves 
principle. It is **to him that overcometh," the 
promises are made. They sank under the trial, 
five of them to rise no more. The day of the 
Lord's coming will prove, to many avowed expect- 
ants of it, a day of surprise, and a day of separa- 
tion. This is the connexion of the fortieth and 
forty-first verses with the thirty-ninth. There 
shall be two in one field ; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two women shall be grinding 
at the mill ; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left. Two virgins shall be waiting for the mar- 
riage ; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Two ministers shall be oflSciating in the church ; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two 
magistrates shall be sitting on the bench ; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Two farmers 
shall be bargaining in the market ; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left — " Where^ Lord f 
And Jesus answered, Wheresoever the body is, 
thither wiU the eagles be gathered together," 

(Luke xvii. 37.) " Watch, therefore ; for ye know 

c 
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neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh/'* 

But is this all ? And are we to' stand on tip- 
toe, gazing, like the men of Galilee, for the open- 
ing of the cloud to reveal the Son of man ? And 

* It has been already proyed, that the coming of the Lord 
here spoken of, can be no other than His last personal advent : 
and how, I ask, could such language as this be used, if the 
millennium be antecedent to that advent ? Should it be replied, 
that after the millennium, Satan is again to deceive the nations 
of the earth, and re-introduce a state of things similar to that 
in the days of Noah and Lot, and that to that period the lan- 
guage before us applies ; I observe, first, that this supposition 
implies that during some intervening period a different state of 
things shaU have been introduced. In fact^ it asserts that the 
millennium shall intervene. I then compare it with the Lord's 
description of the whole interval between His first and second 
coming, (Matt. xiii. 24-30, 38-43:) ** Let hath grow together 
UNTIL the harvest*^ The harvest is the end of this dispensation ; 
when the Son of man shall return, with the holy angels, who 
are the reapers. Let both tares and wheal grow together, is 
characteristic of the whole ^riod of the Lord's absence. Kow, 
I ask, is this phrase, let both grow togeilier, equally character- 
istic of the millennium and of this dispensation ? If it be an- 
swered, yes ; I cannot for a moment dispute that such a millen- 
nium will precede the coming of the Lord : we have it already. 
The millennium predicted by the Holy Ghost is not, however, 
so motley a concern as this would make it. Its characteristics 
are, " The people shall he all riglUeous ** — **They shall aM know 
the Lord, from the least of them unto the greatest of tiiein " — 
" They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain " — 
" The earth shaU he covered with the knowledge of the Lord, a« 
the waters cover the sea" — ** From the rising of the sun even 
unto the goirtg down of the same, my name shall he great among 
the OentUes ; and in evsbt place incense shall he offered unto 
my name, and a pubs offering ; for my name shall he great 
avMmg the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts** These and similar 
predictions, manifestly describe a state of things contrasted 
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are we to be so engrossed on this watch-tower, as 
to neglect or despise all the surrounding duties of 
the present time ? This leads to the next clause 
in our Lord's application of His discourse, and also 
to the next parable by which that clause is en- 
forced: "Who, then, is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his Lord hath made ruler over His house- 
hold, to give them meat in due season ? Blessed 
is that servant whom his Lord, when He cometh, 
shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that 
He shall make him ruler over all His goods. But 
and if that evil servant shall say in his heart. My 
Lord delayeth His coming, and [mark the con- 
nexion between this state of heart and the life 
consequent thereupon] shall begin to smite his 
fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the 
drunken ; the Lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for Him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of ; and shall cut him 
asunder, and appoint him his portion with the 

with the present. That state is the millennium. The tares 
must be removed previous and preparatory to the millennium. 
The season of the removal of the tares is the harvest. The 
harvest igr the period of the Lord's coming with the holy angels. 
Consequently, the Lord's coming must he previous and pre- 
paratory to the millennium. 

It may here be remarked, how every sectarian effort to get 
what is called a pure church, is a petty attempt to antedate the 
millennium by the removal of the tares. In all such attempts 
the wheat is also removed, or tares are mistaken for wheat, or 
both, and the scheme proves abortive. A visible church, and open 
communion, correspond with our Lord's " Let both grow together 
until the Jiarvest" Then, indeed, " the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment^ nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous." 
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hypocrites : there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." For as a man, travelling into a far 
country, called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods, and said, Occupy till I come ; 
and when he came, reckoned with them according 
to their diligence or negligence : so, when the Son 
of man shall come in His glory, shall He do with 
all the nations, (there is no mention of the resur- 
rection of the dead,) separating them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats.* 

** Occupy till I cornel^ is therefore the Lord's 
answer to the inquiry now before us ; and it loudly 
calls to an honest, conscientious, self-denying, and 
persevering faithfulness in the use of all the oppor- 
tunities which God has given us, of improving 
ourselves or benefiting others. What shall we 
do, then ? That must depend upon who and what 

* The 14th verse of this 25th chapter, is an unfinished 
form of sentence, beginning with the relative &(TV€p. "Qaxep 
yd.p ApOpiavos dvoSrifiQv iKaXeae toiJs tdlovs So^Xovs, Kal 
irapiSiaKev, &c. There is no correlative to Hxrirep to be found in 
the whole context of the parable ; the sentence, therefore, is 
still an unfinished one * at the 80th verse ; and I understand 
the parallel statement, from verse 31 to the end, as supplying 
the correlative to the parable of the talents. This latter state- 
ment is usually called the parable of the sheep and the goats : 
but it is not a parable at all. The language describes the 
literal facts of the case — the coming of the Lord in person ; the 
righteous and the wicked standing before Him— and the men- 
tion of the sheep and the goats is merely a simile illustrative of 
the separation which He will then effect between the righteous 
and the wicked. 
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we are, and what talents we have received to trade 
withal. This opens a wide field of social, relative, 
and professional details, concerning many of which 
the Scripture is express and clear. Let diligent 
search be made, therefore, among God's precepts, 
for those which are peculiarly applicable to our 
case ; and let no compromising casuistry warp the 
verdict of our conscience. There must, indeed, 
remain many particulars concerning which we 
shall find no express commandment, and in the 
management of which we are consequently left to 
the exercise of a discretion, which is the best pos- 
sible trial of our love. Love is fruitful in devising 
expedients to please : and it is worthy of remark 
— nay, it should never be lost sight of — that the 
slothful servant and the goats are described as 
perishing, not for any disobedience to a positive 
command, but for such omissions as- betrayed a 
want of active ingenious love: ^^ Inasmuch as ye 
did it not to the least of tJiese my brethren^ ye did 
it not to me" 

In conclusion, I request the reader to advert to 
the opening observations of this paper, and to 
mark well that the question at issue is too vital 
in itself, and too comprehensive in its inevitable 
connexion, for any Christian man to turn away 
from with impunity. With the unfeigned afifec- 
tion of a brother, and the lawful authority of a 
minister of Christ's Church, I charge him to guard 
against allowing his convictions concerning these 
great things of God to remain adrift, like a vessel 
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without a helm : and as a beacon of warning, I 
here record a small but fruitfiil incident ; fruitful, 
because characteristic. 

After discussing the subject of this paper, and 
other similar topics, with an evangelical clergy- 
man who denied and opposed my views, I ceased 
to occupy the defiensive position, and asked him 
his view of several of those passages of Scripture 
which are the turning points of the whole debate. 
The substance of his reply on each of these occa- 
sions was, The passage is very important; very 
important, indeed: hit I have not mode up my 
mind as to the meaning of it ! 

When such ignorance is felt, and the conse- 
quent necessity for inquiry is admitted, all is well 
— (this is the condition of the most advanced, at 
some point or other) — but when it is accompanied 
by iU-dissembled self-complacency on the score of 
spirituality of mind, b& though spirituality were 
an excuse for ignorance (and that in a teacher, 
too I) and not only so, but as though advancing 
intelligence were necessarily an enemy to spiritu- 
ality; and when, together with all this, the in- 
terpretation of those very passages offered by a 
brother is peremptorily and confidently denied as 
carnal and worldly ; then, certainly, there is ground 
for severe animadversion, more severe than I choose 
to write in this place. 

Luther said, " Charity beareth all things, faith 
nothing." This is well said. True faith is jeal- 
ous for the honour of her Lord, and can bear no 
compromise. True charity is self-denying for the 
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salvation of men ; and therefore, gentle unto all, 
apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves, if God, peradventure, will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. (2 Tim. u. 24, 25.) 



SEEMON I. 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

** Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? ihis 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
80 come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
— Acts i. 11. 

MY brethren, we have been for some weeks ex- 
amining the leading facts on which Chris- 
tianity is founded. I have called your attention to 
the crucijixion of the Lord Jesus as a fact, stating 
it distinctly, and drawing forth some of the most 
momentous ti-uths connected with it. Then I 
brought before you the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus from the dead, showing you the nature and 
evidence of .the fact, and the glad tidings of the 
truth connected with it. Then the ascension of our 
risen Lord into heaven, again stating with distinct- 
ness what the fact is, and pointing out the glorious 
truths resulting from it. On last Sunday I called 
your attention to the coming of the Holy Ghost as 
a fact, stating what and how it was, and pointing 
out some of the truths connected therewith. 

I am now to direct you to another fact, — the 
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ This 
differs essentially in our views fi;om the former, in 
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that they are all past, while this is future : they 
are history, — this still remains prophecy. The 
reason why this makes such a difference with us, 
is, because we are in the habit of attributing more 
certainty to that which is actually done, than to 
that which is only promised. -In this we are right 
when the word is the promise of man, because man 
is deceitful, and may promise against his intention 
of acting ; or, granting him sincere, man is change- 
able, and may alter his mind after promising ; or 
supposing him resolutely to endeavour to do what 
he honestly promises, he is weak and may be 
hindered by sickness, by calamity, or death, or by 
a variety of impediments with which he is con- 
tinually surrounded, and over which he has no 
commanding control. But we must guard ourselves 
against appljring this principle where God is con- 
cerned. The word of God is sure, " Hath He said, 
and shall He not do it ? Hath He spoken, and 
shall He not bring it to pass ?" God is essentially 
truth, — He cannot deceive. God is unchangeable, 
— He cannot alter His mind. God is almighty, — 
He cannot be hindered by any impediment. 

The first coming of Christ, to which we have 
been giving our attention, was long a theme of 
prophecy. It had its deep and imperishable roots 
in the Word of God. At the fulness of the ap- 
pointed time, it blossomed forth into manifest his- 
tory. But now, centuries after it has come to pass, 
it is not a whit more certain than it was centuries 
before it came to pass : and our reliance on it, now 
that it is history, cannot be more safe than was the 
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reliance upon it of Moses or Abraham, while it was 
prophecy. 

The second coming of the Lord Jesus is still 
prophecy. Here is a plain statement, delivered by 
angel messengers, sent direct from God to address 
the astonished disciples of the ascending Saviour. 
" Ye men of Gulilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ?" They were awe-struck ; they were stu- 
pified with amazement, and stood gazing up like 
men beside themselves. Why is this ? said the 
angels : " This same Jesus who is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven." This is the 
fact : this fact is not directly disputed by any per- 
sons professing and calling themselves Christians ; 
it is reiterated in the Scriptures ; it is embodied in 
the confession of every Christian Church: '^ He 
shaU come again with glory to judge both the quick 
aTid the dead" But though generally admitted as 
a fact, it is not looked to, — ^it is not enjoyed, — it is 
not leaned on by the Christian Church, in the same 
manner as the fact of the first advent. It is con- 
templated only occasionally, and then, doubtfully, 
and of course, ineffectually. There is not that 
repose of soul upon it which we throw on the cross.' 
And why not ? God's word is as certain before 
accomplishment as after. One reason is, that the 
particulars of it are not imderstood. They are not 
examined as if men wished to know them ; and we 
are all aware of the amazing difference it makes in 
our interest on any subject, whether we hear or read 
only the general statement, or are made acquainted 
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with a variety of particulars. It is upon particu- 
lars that the mind dwells. Our attention is arrested 
by each as they successively pass in review, and 
thus the general object becomes invested with the 
combined interest of all the details. We have felt 
this when taking a view of the several particulars 
connected with our Lord's first coming. I wish 
now to adopt the same course connected with the 
second ; in order that, by having the subject broken 
into its constituent parts, and presented seriatim to 
our minds, the general vagueness maybe dispersed, 
something of individuality and precision given to 
the subject, and we may experience that species of 
interest in it which it is our duty, and our Chris- 
tian privilege to enjoy, in every word of God. 

I, The first point, then, to which I call your 
attention is the time of our Lord's coming again. 
This may be considered either directly, with regard 
to the age of the world, or relatively, with regard 
to other events which are also to take place. 

1. In connexion with the first we neither know 
nor can know the period of our Lord's commg ; 
— and for this simple reason, that Grod has not 
made it known. It is not recorded in the written 
Word of God. It is not given to be revealed in 
the living Word of God — Jesus Christ, God mani- 
fested in the flesh. It is amongst the secret things 
which are yet hid in the Father, who is God in- 
visible. In this chapter we read, that when the 
apostles asked our Lord if He would at that time 
restore the kingdom to Israel, they received this 
reply : ^^ It is not for you to know the times and 
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the seasons which the Father hath put in his ovM 
POWER." Mark this expression. Are not all things 
in God's power ? Yes ; but in a different sense. 
When God hath once spoken a thing, it is out of 
His power, in a certain sense, not to fulfil His word. 
St Paul says of God, " He cannot deny himself!' 
And it is written, " The Scripture cannot he broken!* 
If, then, a revelation had been given in Scripture 
of the time of restoring the kingdom to Israel, or 
the time of the second coming of Christ, God would 
in a certain sense have put it out of His own power 
into that of the creatures who received the revela- 
tion ; and He could not deny His own word: but if 
He has withheld any revelation of the matter, — ^if 
He has preserved silence upon the point, — if He 
has given no pledge : then He has kept it strictly 
within His own power : yet there is no doubtful- 
ness in the mind of God as to the fulfilment of the 
purpose ; it is as sure though He has not given a 
revelation, as if He had : it is His intention, and 
not His declaration, that constitutes true certainty. 
There is essential certainty in the mind of God, — 
revealed certainty in the Word of God. If He has 
made no revelation, He has the point in His own 
power. This wiU explain the saying of our Lord 
in the 13th chapter of Mark, the 32d verse : " Of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man ; no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father." Not the Son, because He is God 
manifest — ^the Word of God. In the unity of the 
Godhead, whatsoever the Father knoweth, that 
knoweth the Son ; but in His mediatorial commu- 
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nications to mankind — His Messiahship, or anoint* 
ing to a specified oflBlce and work, this point is not 
among the things transcribed into God manifested 
in the Son, but is reserved in the unrevealed in- 
visibility of the Father. 

But it may be inquired, are there not prophetic 
periods revealed ? Do we not read of 2300 days, 
and then the sanctuary shall be cleansed ? Aiid 
do we not read of 1260 days, and 1290 days, and 
that blessed is he that cometh to the 1335 days? 
And is there not much written in Daniel and the 
Apocalypse, explanatory of these dates? Most 
true. And those students of God's Word and 
providence, who examine into these periods, with 
all the advantages of accurate historical informa- 
tion, and critical acquaintance with the original 
languages, do well, very well, and are entitled to 
the gratitude of the Church. Much may doubtless 
be ascertained, and much that is valuable: but 
still the precise date of the Lord's advent cannot 
be known. It is yet a matter of dispute whether 
the above-mentioned periods of prophetic chrono- 
logy are to be considered as literal days, or as years 
of 360 days each. But rejecting as imtenable, for 
many reasons, the notion of literal days, still the 
periods in question are involved in obscurity as to 
their commencement, and consequently of course 
as to their termination.* And even if their com- 

* This remark applies also to the chronology of the world : 
80 that the exact time of the Lord's advent would be still un- 
known, even if we could adopt with confidence the interpreta- 
tion of St Barnabas. ** Consider/' says the Father of the apos- 



46 THE SECOND ADVENT OF See, 

mencement could be certainly ascertained, there 
would still be another obscurity, as to whether 
they were to be taken in sequence, or one involv- 
ing others. Nay, even if this were overcome, and 
we knew both their conunencement, and that they 

tolic age, '' consider ^ my children, what that sigmfies, He fin- 
ished them in six days. The meaning of it is this: tJiat in six- 
thousand years the Lord God vnll bring all ifiings to an end. 
For with him one day is a thousand years, as himself testifieth, 
saying, Behold ! this day shall he as a thousand years. There- 
fore, children, in six days, thM is, in six thousand years, shall 
all things he accomplished. And what is that He saiilh, And 
He rested the seventh day ? He meaneth this ; thai when His 
Son shall come, and abolish the season of the wicked one, and 
judge the ungodly, and shall change the sun, and the moon, 
and the stars, then He shall gloriously rest in thai seventh day** 
— Epist. Bam. §xv. — Archbishop Wakens Translation. 

Many persons feel disposed to place much reliance upon the 
statements of the primitive Fathers, as being the most compe- 
tent interpreters of the mind of the apostles. I know not how 
the above passage will fare with such persons; whether they 
will deem it decisive in the way of scriptural interpretation, 
and of course adopt it ; or whether they will adventure an ex- 
ercise of private judgment, arraign it at the bar of Scripture, 
and deny that there is any sufficient foundation for it — ^as we 
presume to do with another statement in the same epistle of 
St Barnabas : — " Uriderstand, therefore, cJdldren, these things 
more fully, that Abraham, who was the first that brought in 
circumcision, looking forward in the spirit to Jesus, circum- 
cised, having received the mystery of three letters. For the 
Scriptures say that Abraham circumcised three hundred and 
eighteen men of his house. Bui what, therefore, was the mys- 
tery that was made known unto him ? Mark first the eighteen, 
and next the three hundred. For the numeral letters of ten 
and eight are I H ; and these denote Jesus. And because the 
cross was tJiat by which we were to find grace, therefore he adds 
three hundred ; the note of which is T, the figure of the cross. 
Whertfore, by two letters he signifies Jesus, and by the tlUrd 
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were to be taken in sequence, yet still, we could 
not date the advent with precision; for the Lord 
says, " The last days shall be shortened; " and we 
nowhere read how much. 

In entering upon this subject, therefore, I alto- 
gether disclaim every attempt to fix the period of 
the world's history, at which the second advent of 
our Lord is to take place. I earnestly press this 
point on your attention, because I am persuaded 
that much injury has been done to a good cause, 
by vain endeavours to determine the precise time. 
But I beseech you, my brethren, in giving your 
attention to it, to discriminate between the import- 
ance of the subject itself, and the zeal (in this par- 
ticular indiscreet) of those warm and faithful de- 
fenders of it, who have so far mistaken their oflSce. 

2. Another aspect under which we may con- 
sider the time, is relatively to other events. On 
this poiat we have much light. The event which 
in this connexion is of most importance, is the 
establishment of that glorious period of blessed- 
ness which is predicted to take place over all the 
earth, when the kingdoms of the world shall be- 
come the kingdoms of God, and of His Christ ; 
when men shall learn war no more, but beat their 

his cross. lie who has pvi the engrafted gift of this doctrine 
wUhin us, knows that I never taught to any one a more certain 
truth : hut I trust that ye are wortliy ofiV* — Ibid, § ix. — Wakens 
TranskUion, 

The writings of Paul and Barnabas are as different in tone 
and character, as if many centuries had intervened between the 
two men. The reason is obvious. Paul was kept from Judais- 
ing by special inspiratiou of God. Barnabas was not. 
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Bwords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks ; when all shall know the Lord, 
from the least unto the greatest, when they shall 
not hurt nor destroy in aU God's holy mountain, — 
for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the seas. Such a 
period, you are well aware, is plainly and repeat- 
edly predicted. Now I wish to show you, that the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ will precede and 
usher in that glorious state of blessedness on earth. 
It will precede it, — for at the time of the Lord's 
coming, the earth, instead of being in a millennial 
state of holiness, and happiness, and harmony, will 
be in a state resembling the wide-spread wicked- 
ness of the days of Noah and of Lot. This is pre- 
cise and plain, as you learn from the 17th chapter 
of St Luke : " As it was in the days of Noe, so 
shaU it be also in the days of the Son of man: 
they did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and the flood came and de- 
stroyed them all. Likewise, also, as it was in the 
days of Lot : they did eat, they drank, they bought, 
they sold, they planted, they builded ; but the same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all : 
even thus shall it be in the day when the Son 
of man is revealed." You have a further cor- 
roboration in the Epistle to the Thessalonians. 
" Yourselves know perfectly, that the day of the 
Lord so Cometh as a thief in the night ; for when 
they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden de- 
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struction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child, and they shall not escape/' 
Now if the world is to be as it was in the days of 
Noah, or as the cities of the plain in the days of 
Lot, in a state of ease, peace, and fancied security, 
until suddenly the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with the voice of an archangel and 
the trump of God ; then it appears, that instead of 
coming when the earth is filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord — namely, at the end of,, or during, 
that period of blessedness. He comes at the begin- 
ning, and while the earth with its inhabitants are 
in the condition in which you see them; for at 
this present time, the world is as it was in the 
days of Noah, they eat, they drink, they plant, they 
build, they marry, and are given in marriage, — 
they do not care for Grod, they do not trouble 
themselves about His appearing. " Where is the 
promise of His coming ?" say they, the scoffers of 
the last time ; " for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation." " Be not afraid," they continue, 
strengthening themselves in their reckless disre- 
gard of the Word of God ; " be not afraid, there 
is no danger ; we are doing no more than others 
have done before us for centuries. And as to this 
second coming of Jesus- Christ, it is only the in- 
terpretation of intemperate harebrained enthu- 
siasts. There is no such thing to be apprehended." 
Thus, as the associates of Noah made light of the 
threatening of the approaching deluge; and the 
sons-ia-law of Lot treated as idle tales his warning 
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of impending destruction, bo it is the essential 
characteristic of the world now, practically to de- 
spise as an idle tale the plainest sayings of the 
Word of Gk)d, respecting the coming and kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. They are 
saying, peace and safety, promising themselves sta- 
bility, and enjoying their idols. " Their land is 
full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of 
their treasures : their land is full of horses, neither 
is there any end of their chariots." Their land 
also is full of amusements, " and the harp, and the 
viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine are in their 
feasts ; but they regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither consider the operations of his hands.*' 
Therefore, behold, the day of the Lord of Hosts 
shall come suddenly upon them, and the lofty looks 
of man shall be humbled, and the hai^htiness of 
man shall be bowed down; and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted m that day. For the day of the 
Lord of Hosts shall be upon every one that is 
proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 
up, and he shall be brought low ; and upon all the 
cedars of Lebanon, that are high and Ufted up, 
and upon aU the oaks of Bashan, and upon all the 
high mountains, and upon all the hills that are 
Kfted up, and upon every high tower, and upon 
every fenced wall, and upon all the ships of Tar- 
shish, and upon all pleasant pictures. And the 
loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be made low ; and the 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.* 

* Isaiah ii. and t. 
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The force of this argument, however, is lost 
upon some mmds, or at least weakened in some 
degree, by an idea collected from the 20th chapter 
of Eevelation, the 7th verse : " When the thou- 
sand years are expired" — namely, the thousand 
years of blessedness previously described, " Satan 
shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out 
to deceive the nations which are in the four quar- 
ters of the earth, Grog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle ; the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea. -And they went up on the breadth 
of the earth and compassed the camp of the saints 
about, and the beloved city, and fire came down 
from God out of heaven, and devoured th^n." 
The objection lies thus: here is a description of 
wickedness again, at the end of that period of Uess- 
edness ; and, therefore, the world might then be, 
in consequence of that reviving wickedness, in a 
state similar to that of the times of Noah and of 
Lot, and then is the time of the coming of the 
Lord; so that although Christ should not come 
till after the period of blessedness, yet, still He 
might find the world in a state of wickedness when 
He does come. Now, in reply to this, I observe : 
First, that the passage does not describe such a 
state as that of the world in the days of Noah and 
Lot, a state of planting, and building, marrying, 
and giving in marriage ; or as it is described in 
the Epistle to the Thessalonians, a state of fancied 
peace, and safety, and carelessness about Grod ; but, 
on the contrary, a state of conflict just commenced, 
which is instantaneously put an end to by the im- 
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mediate power of God. Therefore there is no 
ground for the supposition that the world will then 
go back again to a condition of carelessness and 
ease, similar to its present state, or its state in the 
days of Noah and Lot. Furthermore, supposing 
the passage did imply this ; supposing it did afford 
foundation for saying that the world subsequent to 
the mfllenniimi would be in that condition ; still 
the objection would not hold good against our 
argument ; for I proceed to show you, not only 
that the world shall be in a wieked state at the 
coming of the Lord, but that it shall continue in 
such a state till the Lord come. 

The mystery of iniquity which worked in the 
apostles' time, and which has manifested itself still 
more since, is described under its last form as the 
man of sin, as continuing to work till it is banished 
and destroyed by the brightness of the Lord s 
coming,* consequently there shall be no interval 
between the time of the apostle and the coming of 
our Lord during which the mystery of iniquity 
shall not be at work, and no miQennium, there- 
fore, between the creation of the world and the 
second coming of Christ. This agrees with the 
parable of the tares, (Matt. xiii. 24 :) " The king- 
dom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed 
good seed in his field ; but while men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went his way. But when the blade was 
sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap- 
peared the tares also. So the servants of the 

* Thes. ii 



L THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 53 

householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst 
thou not sow good seed in thy field ? from whence 
then hath it tares? He said unto them, An 
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto 
him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them 
up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest ; and in 
the time of harvest I will say unto the reapers. 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to bum them ; but gather the wheat into 
my bam." Our Lord's interpretation is in the 37th 
verse. " He that sowed the good seed is the Son 
of man, the field is the world ; the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom, but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one ; the enemy that sowed 
them is the devil ; the harvest is the end of the 
world:" the word translated " world" here is not 
the same as in the other verse ; it is ala>v^ in the 
former it was K6cr/^9, signifying the whole planet, 
whereas this signifies the age or dispensation :* the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of 
this world. The Son of Man shall send forth His 
angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire ; there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the 

*The field is 6 Kbaiiot, the world— 88. The harvest is 
9vrrik€M rod diQyoSf the winding-up of the age— 39. 
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kingdom -of their Father. Who hath ears to hear 
let him hear." Let him hear and understand, that 
the children of the devil, the tares, and the chil- 
dren of God, the wheat, are both growing together 
till the harvest ; and at the harvest, the Lord ap- 
pears with His angels, the reapers ; so that there 
shall be no period previous to His coming in which 
there shall be an unmixed holy converted world, 
clear of tares. That is, there shall be no mil- 
lennium before Christ comes ; Christ will usher it 
in when He comes, but there must be mixture 
until then, children of the kingdom, and children 
of the wicked one. 

This view is further confirmed by the revealed 
design of this present dispensation, which is to con- 
vert sinners out of the world. Bead in the Acts 
of the Apostles,* how James interpreted Peter's 
embassy, namely, that the object was not to con- 
vert the world, but to take a people out of the 
world from among the Gentiles. To this agrees 
the history of the Church, which has not been hold- 
ing ground in the parts of the world where she has 
gone. God has taken out a people, and the candle- 
stick has been removed. Where are the seven 
churches of Asia? Where are the congregations 
that were in Corinth and Carthage? Christianity 
took her people out, and then departed. Her course 
has resembled the emigrations of a pilgrim, rather 
than the acquisitions of a conqueror; because her 
object was not universal conversion, but the saving 
an elect church, the members of Christ's mystical 

* Chap. XY. 
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body, to reign with Him in righteousness over the 
new earth. This argument I put with all sincerity 
and fairness: I am not conscious of evading the 
point in any way: Oh, no, my brethren, my object is 
not to make out an apparent case, by a wilfully ex- 
parte statement, but honestly to declare to you, 
what in my soul I believe to be the truth of God. 

The argument thus put is strong: I have found 
and felt it so in conversation with persons of dif- 
ferent views. 

II. Driven to the conviction, that these passages 
of Scripture, descriptive of the Lord's coming, must 
find their fulfilment at the commencement of themil- 
leimium: the mind prejudiced against the subject, 
has recourse to another objection, and argues that 
the event, called in these passages the coming of 
the Lord, cannot mean His personal coming. It 
is impossible, continues the objector, to believe that 
our Lord himself will really stand, Uterally upon 
His feet, on the Mount of Olives, or reign over the 
Jewish nation, literally in person at Jerusalem; 
and who can believe, that with our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself personaJly reigning upon the earth, 
wickedness in any shape could again break out ? 
Oh, no, it cannot be a personal coming: it must be 
some important movement of Providence over the 
nations, in figurative language called His coming. 

Consider this objection. Let us for a moment 
grant the supposition that it is only a providential 
movement, and then, I ask, where is His personal 
coming revealed in all the Bible? where is there a 
passage left that predicts His personal coming? 
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and surely that cardinal point of Christian truth, 
the coming of Jesus Christ in glory to judge the 
world, will not be denied altogether. Where, then, 
is it revealed? Select your passage ; and whatever 
passage you select, we will show that it must be 
fulfilled at the commencement of the millennium. 
If you deny our Lord's personal coming at the com- 
mencement of the millennium, we deny it altogether, 
and require you to prove it If you advance texts 
to prove it, we take the context of your proofs, and 
proceed to show that it must be at the commence- 
ment of the millennium. This is of itself sufficient 
to refute the objection. 

But further: with regard to apparent difficulties, 
— there are these in every case; everything con- 
nected with the infinite Grod must, from the nature 
of the case, have some difficulties to finite minds 
like ours; and therefore difficulties, if fairly con- 
sidered, can form no objection to revealed truth. 
Consider the analogy of Grod's dealings, for here we 
shall be materially assisted. Let us c(Misider how 
difficulties must have presented themselves to in- 
quiring minds amongst the Jews, previous to our 
Lord's first coming. They were informed by the 
prophets that the Messiah would be born of a vir- 
gin, — ^that he would be despised and rejtjcted of 
men, — ^that he would be betrayed by one of His own 
familiar friends, — that he would be nailed to a tree, 
— ^that He would be buried. Let us imagine a 
conversation to take place previous to His first com- 
ing between certain Jews, on the one side, who had 
fastened their attention upon the promised glory 
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of their great King ; not understanding, or refusing 
to attend to, what the prophets had written con- 
cerning His humiliation; and on the other side, 
Simeon and Anna, who were waiting for the con- 
solation of Israel, and hailing the infant Jesus as 
the promised Messiah. You will remember that 
the Jewish nation generally stumbled at the stumb- 
ling-stone, the humiliation of Jesus. The Christian 
Church has taken the other course ; and exhausting 
her attention on His first coming, has remained 
heedless of, and is now prejudiced against, what the 
prophets have written concerning His glory. There 
are exceptions, as there were amongst the Jews at 
the first advent; but generally speaking this is the 
state of the case. Let us, then, for illustration's 
sake, consider this conversation between Simeon 
and a company of Jewish Priests. He quotes the 
7th chapter of Isaiah: " Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manueL" " Immanuel,'' says the old man, means 
" Grod with us" — that is, the Messiah spoken of 
by all the prophets. " I believe, therefore, that He 
shall be bom of a virgin." We may easily con- 
ceive them saying in reply, " Nay, impossible; the 
thing is ftdl of difficulties: how can we believe it? 
The meaning must be spiritual: we do not deny 
that the passage refers to the Messiah. Immanuel 
is too plain a word to admit of doubt; but the lan- 
guage can only mean that He shall be holy from 
His birth. It is wild and extravagant to interpret 
it literally, and expect such an unnatural impossi- 
bility." " Nay," replies Simeon, " I dispute not 
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Messiah's holiness. What you say is quite true as 
a general statement, but it is not the meaning of 
this prophecy. The prophet says, * A virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son:' therefore I expect the 
event accordingly." Then he would quote the 
53d chapter, and say, '' He shall be despised and 
rejected, cut off and laid in the grave." We may 
imagine them saying, " Howl the Messiah who is 
to reign in glory, — ^to restore the kingdom to Israel, 
— ^to sit on the throne of David, and rule for ever 
and ever, — cut off and laid in the grave ? It must 
be a figurative mode of expressing His condescen- 
sion." " Nay," answers the old man, " whatever 
figurative meaning we may put upon it, I believe 
the fact will be as the prophet has spoken." 

Now, my brethren, we know how the events 
came to pass, and that Simeon was right: we see 
also the consequence, that while the advoc ates for 
a spiritual interpretation rejected Jesus, the old 
man, who adhered to the literal interpretation, was 
ready to acknowledge Him, to take Him up in his 
arms, and say, " Lord, nowlettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion." We know that it happened in other respects 
as he had maintained, — that Messiah was a man of 
sorrow,— that He was despised and rejected of men, 
cut off, and laid in the grave. 

This is full of instruction to us. The events 
connected with the Lord's second coming are 
similarly predicted. He shall come in like manner 
as He went, — that was, personally. He shall 
reign over all the earth, that new earth wherein 
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dwelleth righteousness ; He shall sit on the throne 
of David, over the house of Jacob for ever ; He 
shall confound His enemies, and break them in 
pieces- like a potter's vessel ; He shall restore the 
Jews, and comfort them after their long period of 
banishment and persecution.* Let us, for the 
sake of illustration, suppose a conversation be- 
tween a Christian who holds these views, and a 
company whether of priests or people in these 
days, who think it is more sober-mmded to 
account for the expression of the prophets by the 
assumption of a spiritual interpretation. Imagine 
such a one quoting the 9th chapter of Isaiah, 
the 6th and 7th verses : " For unto us a child is 
bom, unto us a son is given : and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, CounseDor, The- mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Pgace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice, from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts win perform this." There can be no mis- 
take in this : here is His birth declared, His naine, 
and His* reign over the kingdom of David. He 
says, " The kingdom of David is the rule over the 
Jewish nation, the twdve tribes, as unbroken in 
the days of David, and the throne is the personal 
government over them in Jerusalem. I expect, 

* Zech. xiv. 9 ; Luke i 32, 83, and xix. 27 ; Eev. ii. 26, 27 ; 

Ezek. xxxvii. 
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accordingly, that Messiah shall appear again ; 
that He shall sit on the throne of David, and rule 
over the whole twelve tribes of Israel in the Holy 
Land." " Nay,'' reply the company; " the mean- 
ing of this highly figurative language is, that He 
shall rule spiritually in the hearts of His people ; 
it signifies that holy authority which He exercises 
over all His people now, and will exercise over all 
the nations of the earth when converted, together 
with the Jews. This is the meaning, and it is 
the wildest extravagance to interpret and expect 
it literally as the throne of David in Jerusalem.'* 

The answer is, "I do not deny the spiritual 
truth you state. It is, indeed, quite true that He 
reigns invisibly in the hearts of His people now, and 
that this reign is in several passages of Scripture 
called the kingdom of Grod, or of heaven. This 
is a precious truth, in which I greatly delight in 
its proper place ; but this is not the statement ^of 
the prophet in the passage before us ; his state- 
ment is, not that the Lord is reigning in their 
hearts, but that He will reign over the house of 
Jacob ; which I expect to be fulfilled literally as 
it is stated." " It cannot be," say the others. 
" Why, how derogatory to the dignity of the glo- 
rious Saviour of man to leave the glory of His 
Father, and return to reign on the earth. The 
meaning must be spiritual ; there are too many 
diJBSiCulties in the way of a literal interpretation. 

In the case of the first Advent, according to 
the predictions of the prophet, the events, as we 
have seen, proved the correctness of the literal 
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interpretation. And so will it be in the case now 
before us. To deny this, is to deal in a most 
arbitrary manner with the language of the pro- 
phets ; assuming that nothing can be literally pre- 
dicted by what has akeady been fulfilled. 

Suppose we take the spiritual interpretation, 
and reject the literal, what shall we say to the 
Jews ? If we maintain that this prediction in 
the 9th chapter is spiritual, what consistent 
answer shall we give to the Jew, when he tells 
us that the meaning of the virgin bearing a son, as 
predicted in the 7th chapter, is also spiritual, and 
so denies the incarnation ? Oh, what a stumbling- 
block do we throw in his way by doing this ? We 
take the Scriptures and break them asunder. We 
take the 7th chapter, and insist that the meaning 
is literal ; but take the 9th chapter, and insist that 
the meaning is spiritual. This is not a fanciful 
objection. I have heard a Jew say to a Christian 
minister. We shall not believe you ; how can you ex- 
pect it, when you take as much as is convenient for 
yourselves, and maintain it to be literal, and escape 
from the rest by maintainmg that it is spiritual? 

Thus I have called your attention to two points, 
— the time and nature of the advent, disclaiming 
the slightest intention to fix the direct date ; but 
proving, as I think, with much scriptural power, 
that the time relatively considered is at the com- 
mencement of the millennium, and that the ad- 
vent proved to take place at that time is a personal 
advent. I shall now only call your attention 
further to the state of mind in which this glorious 
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personal appearance of our Lord should be ex- 
pected by us. My brethren, it is the end that 
gives importance to the progress of any proceed- 
ing. It is the winding up of a transaction that 
gives weight to every preceding step. It is the 
settling of the account which reflects its sovereign 
power over the details of the business. Now with 
what amazing diversity of feeling, do men antici- 
pate the winding up of an open transaction, the 
settling a long-standing account. 

Contrast two cases. First, the case of a guar- 
dian, who, having the management of the property 
of his ward, proceeded year after year to spend a 
considerable portion of it, while he allowed his 
friends and the public to suppose it was accumu- 
lating for his young relation. Every year adds 
to the amount of his fraudulent embezzlement ; 
his own affairs become involved; he hopes that 
by taking a large loan from his ward, he wiU be 
able to retrieve his own losses, to maintain his 
respectability in his profession, and eventually to 
repay all. The reproofs of his conscience are 
silenced by calling it a loan, and by the intention 
to repay it. The money is taken, and embarked 
in his own business. Fresh losses succeed. Em- 
barrassments revive and strengthen. If his cha- 
racter be lost, his business, depending upon 
character and credit, will be ruined. To guard 
against suspicion, fresh expenses are incurred. 
Another loan must be taken from the already 
impoverished trust. And in the meantime the 
young man is coming of age, and a winding up 
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of the transaction, a settling of the accounts, is 
at hand ! Now, look at the young man : heir of 
a large property left under wise restraints by his 
father during his minority ; warm-hearted, gene- 
rous, ambitious of doing good, but from sound 
principle and filial reverence, shrinking from any 
scheme of raising money before the time appointed 
by his father, and therefore longing with the 
buoyancy of happy hope for the day when he shall 
be in possession of his inheritance, and able to 
carry on his designs of usefulness on a large scale, 
and with perfect honesty, and with the delightM 
consciousness of having conformed to his beloved 
father's will. Oh, my brethren 1 contemplate 
these two characters. Follow them to the eve of 
the young man's birthday, the day of reckoning f 
Mark what a night they spend I On the one 
side, anguish and agony, remorse, terror, despair ; 
the phial of poison, perhaps, or the murderous 
pistol, ready to execute the fatal deed of self- 
destruction ! On the other side peace, hope, joy, 
every fresh meditation winging the heart with 
ecstasy in the approach of the long-looked for 
happy morning. 

My brethren, among ourselves at this present 
time there is a transaction going forward ; a great 
transaction of business for eternity. Temptations 
abound. Fraud holds out a promise of gain. 
Unfaithfulness holds out a promise of ease. Va- 
nity holds out a promise of distinction. Unbelief 
holds out a promise of impunity. While, on the 
other side, faith and faithfulness speak loudly 
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and cleaxly of glory, honour, and immortality. 
The business proceeds. Men are pledged and 
busy on every side : and the end, — ^yes, the end — 
the day of the Lord's reckoning, the coming of 
Jesus Christ draweth nigh. 

With what marvellous variety of feelings do we 
await the crisis I To every dishonest mind, to 
every plausible hypocrite, to every flatterer and 
backbiter, to every secret cheat, and thief, and 
liar, and drunkard, to every fornicator, idolater, 
adulterer, extortioner, to ever self-righteous for- 
malist, every self-deceived sentimentalist, every 
heady high-minded Antinomian, to every unbe- 
liever of every class and every character, the 
glorious appearing of Jesus Christ will prove the 
thunderclap of death — eternal death ! The bright- 
ness of it will strike the ungodly into hell, and 
the awful sound of it will roU in unabated fury 
over them throughout eternity 1 But to the chil- 
dren of Grod, to the believer in Jesus crucified and 
risen from the dead, to the self-condemning peni- 
tent, humbly weeping at the foot of the cross, and 
reposing in holy peace upon the precious blood of 
sprinkling; to every new creature quickened by 
the Holy Ghost, groaning after deliverance from 
this body of death, and thirstmg for higher and 
nearer conformity to the character of God's dear 
Son — ^to every such child of God who has fallen 
asleep in Jesus since the beginning of the world, 
and to every such child of God who shall be then 
alive upon the earth, the glorious appearing of 
Jesus Christ will be light, and life, and joy ; de- 
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Kverance from every danger, every sorrow, every 
sin ; the birthday of admission to an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; 
unmingled gladness, because unmingled holiness ; 
perfect conformity to the image of Jesus ! Hal- 
lelujah I Lord Jesus ! when shall it be ? 
Hasten it in its time I Even so come I 
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^* And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled. And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distnsss 
of nations, with perplexity ;'the sea and the waves roaring; 
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth : for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory. 
And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads ; for your redemption draweth 
nigh."— St Luke xxi. 24-28. 

THESE are words of high solemnity in them- 
selves, and to ascertain the right meaning of 
them must needs be a matter of lively interest to 
every true disciple of Christ. Of affectionate and 
practical interest ; for, my dear brethren, an in- 
quiry into the unfulfilled prophecies of the Word of 
the Lord, so far from being a mark of carnal in- 
quisitiveness, and curious unsanctified speculation, 
as it has been rashly represented to be, is in truth 
an exercise of that sincere love towards an absent 
brother, which should make his family, who have 
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received a communication from him, bmm with 
efaame for having left it so long unexamined ; 
nay, at having avowed (and boasted of their spi- 
rituality and genuine love for their absent brother 
in avowing) that they could do without under- 
standing so much of its contents. 

What is prophecy ? A simple answer to this 
simple question wiU materially assist us in the in- 
vestigation of the passage now before us. Here we 
are assembled on the 30th of November, in the year 
of our Lord 1834, and in the year of the world, as 
we beheve, 6838. Now let us consider time as a 
great chain, and every year a link. At this mo- 
ment we are fastened to one link of this chain. 
If we look back, we can trace several links. First, 
and simplest : by the exercise of our own memory 
we can get into the link next behind us, (that is, 
last year,) and to the link next behind that ; and 
there are probably persons here present who in 
this way can retrace fifty, or sixty, or seventy 
links. So ends individual experience. But then, 
by means of authentic history we can get still 
further back. For example, we can contemplate 
the year 1760, when G-eorge III. ascended the 
throne of England; or tracing back a hundred 
links more through the Kestoration, we can go to 
the year 1660, when Cromwell usurped the go- 
vernment of this kingdom ; or tracing another 
hundred links, we can go to the reign of Mary, in 
1560, when the Protestant Eeformers were perse^ 
cuted and burned as heretics ; or retracing above 
a thousand links more, and turning our attention 
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to Italy instead of England, we may behold the im- 
perial armies of Vespasian and Titus ; and follow- 
ing them to the land of Judea, we may contemplate 
the execution of the predicted ruin upon the Jewish 
nation, and Jerusalem, the Holy City. Or, look- 
ing still further back, we may reach the days of 
Caesar Augustus, when Jesus Christ was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea. Or, stretching backward 
again, through six hundred links, we may discern 
the magnificence of Babylon, under Nebuchad^ 
nezzar the king. And thus going back, we might 
find Moses upon the chain of time, and Abraham, 
and Noah, and Enoch, and Adam. 

We perceive, then, how wide a field is open to 
our contemplation when we look backward, and 
thus we become prepared to appreciate an intelli- 
gent answer to the question. What is prophecy ? 

To prophesy is to look forward, and tell the 
events of years to come, even as history tells the 
events of years that are past. Who then can pro- 
phesy ? Who on this day can enter into the next 
link of time, and tell us what shall be in 1835 ? 
Nay, who can trace even this expiring link to its 
close, arrive with precision at the Slst December, 
and tell us what shall be at its junction with the 
1st of January ? Nay, more — ^who can tell what 
a day, or an hour, may bring forth ? 

Here we stand I If we look back, we have a 
bright stream of light and knowledge : if we look 
forward, we look into darkness impenetrable by 
man. Who then can prophesy ? Only the living 
God, with whom is no darkness at all, — ^the great 
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Jehovah, the Kuler of heaven and earth, who 
knoweth the end from the beginning, and whose 
high, prerogative it is to declare the things which 
shall be hereafter. Time is without progress be- 
fore Him. Eternity past, and eternity to come, 
with all their teeming incidents, stand in his view 
as one great, fixed, unchanged, and unchangeable 
picture, inscribed with this one word, — ^now ! 

With what infinite facility can Gkxi tell the 
future to us, as well as the past t He not only 
sees things in their order, in His foreknowledge of 
what is to be, but He sets them in their order, in 
His predestinating purpose of what shall be. He 
alone can prophesy, because He alone can pre- 
destinate. 

Now suppose that God had revealed to one of 
His faithful servants, fifty years ago, and had 
caused him to write in a book the historical events 
of this or any other country for a hundred years ; 
at this time, it is evident, the first half would be 
history, the other half prophecy. It was all pro- 
phecy fifty years ago; the events of those fifty 
years have turned one-half into history, the rest 
remains prophecy. But we have an advantage in 
reading it, — ^an advantage of confidence and of in- 
terpretation ; of confdence^ because seeing that 
fifty years have fallen out according to its predic- 
tions, we have an assurance that the remainder 
speaks the coming events of the next fifty ; — of 
interpretation, because by comparing the events of 
the past fifty years with the language of the first 
half of the book, we should see how the prophetic 
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statement was adapted to the event, and learn in 
that manner to interpret the remainder. 

This communicates something of our position 
as regards the Word of Gkxi ; and amongst other 
passages the one I have just read. — Eighteen 
hundred years ago, the Lord, speaking to His dis- 
ciples concerning the Jewish nation, said, " They 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into ail nations.'* When He said 
this, it was prophecy, and it remained prophecy for 
some few years. Then it became history. While 
it was prophecy there was some little difficulty in 
the interpretation. An objector might have said. 
How is it, that if they are to fall by the edge of 
the sword, they are also to be led away captive ? 
The event explained. Some of them — nay, a large 
proportion — did fall by the edge of the sword, and 
the remainder were driven away captives among 
all nations in a state of degradation and persecu- 
tion, in which they yet remain. Thus both 
branches of the prophecy foimd their fulfilment. 
^^ And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles/' This, when spoken, was also prophecy, 
but has long since become history. Jerusalem 
has been trodden down. The Romans, the Sara- 
cens, the Turks, and now in our days the Egyp- 
tians, have, one after another, held the Holy City 
in a degrading bondage : but mark the language, 
" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles^ 
UNTIL the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled!* Now 
Jerusalem is still trodden down : here, therefore, 
we pass from history to prophecy, upon that 
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word " until ;" for the times of the Gentiles are 
not yet fulfiUed. Thus the period of the world in 
which we live is ascertained ; it is the time of the 
Grentiles, during which Jerusalem is trodden down, 
— the days of Israel's tribulation. Those days 
will end : and when the times of the Gentiles shall 
be fulfilled, then Jerusalem will no longer be 
trodden down ; the Jews will be delivered from 
, their captivity and tribulation, and the Holy City 
will rise and shine, for her light shall have come, 
and the glory of her Lord shall have risen upon 
her.* Immediately upon the expiration of the 
times of the Gentiles, there will be signs in the 
sun, and the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress of nations, and the Son of Man shall 
be seen coming in a cloud, with power and great 
glory. 

This view is confirmed in the 24th chapter of 
St Matthew, where our Lord, having described 
the tribulation of the Jews, says, in the 29th verse, 
^'Immediately after the tribulation of those daya^ 
shall the sun he darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the power of the heavens shall be shaken" 
This statement is somewhat more precise than the 
one in the text. St Luke tells us, " There shall be 
signs in the sun, (he moon, and the stars" St 
Matthew says, " The sun shall be darkened, the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven" These signs are to be followed 
by the personal appearing of the Son of Man : 

* Isaifth Ix. See Sermon lY. 
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" Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven, and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn; and they shall see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory," 
In the concluding verse of our text, the experience 
of the Christian Church is most touchingly con- 
nected with the gathering signs of her Lord's re- 
turn. " When these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redetnption draweth nigh." Your redemptii)n I 
your deUverance from all enemies, from all the 
evils which the craft or subtilty of the devH or 
man, or both, have been working against yoi, — 
your deliverance from the corruption and boncage 
of mortal flesh — ^your perfected deliverance from 
the last enemy that shall be destroyed — even Deith; 
your transformation into the likeness of your Lord ! 
This draweth nigh, when these things begin to 
come to pass, these awful things which shall mak^ 
all around you to quail with terror, but in the 
midst of which you may sing the 46th Psalm. Oh 
what things ? 

Let us examine what these signs are ; and to do 
so in the safest and best mode, let us endeavour to 
make the Bible its own interpreter. 

First, then, on referring to the creation of the 
sun, moon, and stars, as recorded in the first chap- 
ter of Grenesis, we have this account : " And God 
said. Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven, to divide the day fi*om the night, and let 
them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, 
and for years." We see plainly how these lights 
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Berve for seasons, and for days, and for years, mark- 
ing the progress of our duration by the alternation 
of seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night But of 
what were they to be signs f 

Of the way in which they were used as signs, 
we have a specimen in the 37th chapter of Grenesis, 
at the 9th verse, where it is written that Joseph 
'^ dreamed yet another dream, and told it his 
brethren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a 
dream more ; and behold, the sun, and the moon, 
and the eleven stars, made obeisance to me/' (Ver. 
10.) " And he told it to his father, and to his 
brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said 
unto him. What is this dream that thou hast 
dreamed? Shall I, and thy mother, and thy 
brethren, indeed come to bow down ourselves to 
thee to the earth ? " Here, then, the sun is used as 
a sign for the head of the patriarchal family, — the 
ruler, — the source of authority in things civil and 
religious : he was both king and priest in his own 
house, and thus was a type of Christ, the head of 
aU authorities. For this reason, the sun is used 
as an emblem of majesty, — supplying, indeed, in 
the natural world a sublime picture of dignity in 
the glory and splendour of his career, from day 
to day. AQ authority on earth is but a shadow- 
ing forth of that which is given to Christ. Christ 
is the Sun of Bighteousness : a sceptre of right- 
eousness is the sceptre of His kingdom. The 
powers that be are ordained of Christ in heaven 
and earth : rulers are appointed by Him : they are 
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His ministers, responsible to Him for their exer- 
cise of His delegated authority. Constituted, 
established authority, is an ordinance of God in 
Christ, whether wielded according to the will of 
one man, or according to law, which is the result 
of the combined wisdom of many men. What- 
ever has power to control, power to command, 
power to exact obedience on earth, — ^to restrain 
oflfenders, — to take the position and aspect of Grod 
towards those below, is of Christ, and is imaged 
by the sun, which is set forth as the sign of consti- 
tuted authority. 

The moon was used as the sign of the patriarchal 
mother. She had a species of authority over the 
children— not in her own right, but by virtue of 
her connexion with her Lord. The symbol here 
is that of a witness for God on the earth. The 
moon is a witness for the sun, shining with a light 
that is not her own ; shedding much lustre, indeed, 
but only by reflection, having received it all from 
him, that she may bear witness for him during his 
absence. In this the moon is a sign of the church 
of God, — ^the faithful witness for her absent, but 
ever-glorious Lord, who is her light, her priest, and 
ting. For this reason the Jews had a special 
church holiday at the new moon,* in token of the 
light which the Church is ever receiving from the 
source of light, the Sun of Righteousness. 

The stars represented the inMuediate children of 
the family, — the eleven sons of the patriarch : and 
in harmony with this, we find them elsewhere dis- 

* Psalm IxzzL 8. 
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tinctlj interpreted to be the signs of the ministers 
of the ChurcL Look to the 1st chapter of Revela- 
tion, the last verse : " The mystery of the seven 
star which thou sawest in my right hand, and the 
seven golden candlesticks : the seven stars are the 
angels" (or messengers, or ministers) "of the seven 
churches ; and the seven candlesticks which thou 
sawest are the seven churches/' So far, then, we 
have derived, from a comparison of scripture with 
scripture, the meaning of the expressions in the 
text, the sun, moon, and stars. 

There remain, however, some expressions to be 
explained still, before we shall be prepared to under- 
stand the whole text. " The sea and the waves 
roaring." The sea, in the raging of the storm, and 
roaring of the waves, presents an image of ungo- 
vernable fury. It is so used by Job, in a very re- 
markable passage: expostulating with Grod in his 
affiction, he says, " Am I a sea, or a whale, that 
thou so watchest over me ? * — Am I an ungovernable 
creature — a creature of blind impetuous passions, 
that I require to be so specially watched? It wiU 
be familiar to the attentive reader of Scripture, that 
this expression is used to designate multitudes of 
people. In the 17th chapter of Isaiah, 12th verse, 
we have an instance of this: " Woe to the multi- 
tude of many people, which make a noise like the 
noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, 
that make a rushing Uke the rushing of mighty 
waters. The nations shall rush like the rushing of 
many, waters ; but God shall rebuke th«n, and they 

•Job vii 12. 
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shall flee fax off." There is another example in 
Jeremiah, where, predicting the invasion of the 
Medes and Persians in vast numbers, to overthrow 
Babylon, it is said, in the 51st chapter, 42d verse, 
" The sea is come up upon Babylon; she is covered 
with the multitudes of the waves thereof." In the 
26th chapter of Ezekiel, the third verse, the same 
figure occurs: " Therefore, thus saith the Lord Grod, 
Behold 1 I am against thee, Tyrus, and will cause 
many nations to come up against thee, as the sea 
causeth his waves to come up.'* The psalmist, also, 
in describing the majesty of God, enlarges upon 
this image: "He stilleth the noise of the sea, — the 
noise of the waves, and the tumults of the people:" 
and in setting forth the stability of God's kingdom, 
in despite of all opposition, he says, ** Thy throne is 
established, God ; thy throne is fi-om everlasting. 
The floods have lifted up, Lord, the floods have 
lifted up their waves. The Lord is mightier than 
the noise of many waters; yea, than the mighty 
waves of the sea.''* Again, in the 17th chapter of 
Eevelation, the 15th verse, it is thus distinctly in- 
terpreted: " The waters which thou sawest, where 
the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues." 

Having thus got the meaning of the symbols, we 
may proceed with our subject. When the times of 
the Gentiles shall be fulfilled, " the sun shall be dark- 
ened ;" authority, constituted authority, in whatever 
hands, as delegated from God, shall be resisted, 
its claims denied, its restraints no longer endured. 

* Psalm IxY. and xciii 
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The image of God's majesty will be obliterated 
from off the earth, because men will not beax 
it. " Avid the moon shall not give her light," 
Elsewhere it is said, " The moon shall be turned 
into blood." The path of the witnesses of God, 
who set forth His light, — ^who, in the midst of 
that wild rejection of His authority, still image 
the holy majesty of God, and bear witness for 
Jesus, shall be turned into a scene of persecution 
and death.* The Church shall be an especial 
object of hatred, because she bears the truest wit- 
ness for the absent Lord, against whom there is 
wide-spread combination and resistance. His im- 
aged authority in the government, whatever it may 
be, wiU be despised: and His imaged. His reflected 
holiness in the Church, raged against and scorned. 
^^And the stars shall fall from heaven^ The min- 
isters of the Church shall be driven from their 
charges, in connexion with authority — ^for heaven 
is here used in the same symbolical sense, as the 
place of the sun and the moon, — the seat of author- 
ity: and when all authority is deposed — ^the sun 
darkened, and the moon turned into blood, the 
ministers of the Church shall fall from their stations, 
in connexion with a constituted authority. " The 
sea and the waves roaring,'' The multitudes of the 
people, having imbibed infidel sentiments, refusing 

* Though I believe this to be the true interpretation, I would 
not be understood as excluding the possibility, or even prob- 
ability of concomitant literal signs in the heavenly bodies. Of 
the facility with which such signs might be exhibited, we have a 
specimen in the supernatural darkness on the day of the cruci- 
fizion. 
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to be constrained by the authority of Grod, to be 
sanctified by the presence of His Church, to be 
taught by the ministers of His gospel, — ^rising in 
ungovernable rage, throwing off all restraints, 
spreading consternation and panic over the face of 
the earth, — " Men's hearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are coming 
cm the earth: for the powers of heaven shall he 
shaken'' The barrier behind whose protection the 
bonds of society have been hitherto preserved, and 
a check maintained upon the violence of the human 
heart, and the ragings of the impetuosity of the 
human character, — that salutary check which fallen 
men stand so desperately in need of, — now broken 
down, and succeeded by wide-spread anarchy and 
desolation : " The mountains cast into the depths of 
the sea ; " — the high places of authority merged into 
the chaos of the people, — ^revolutionary madness, 
democratic fury, distress of nations, perplexity, con- 
sternation and alarm, — ^these are the last signs; we 
have already seen an earnest of them in a neigh- 
bouring country, and something like the gathering 
of the storm in our own. France has had an awful 
warning, — a foretaste of the still wider desolation 
that shall be hereafter. There authority, as such, 
was deposed; the Church was turned into a scene 
of murderous cruelty; the ministers were driven 
from their charges, by the wide-swelling waves of 
democratic violence, — all things sacred were laid 
prostrate, the decencies of social life no longer 
sheltered the weak and helpless, — the sanctities of 
domestic privacy ^ere rifled, and all was madness, 
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confusion, and blood. God has spared for a season, 
and reinstated in another opportunity to hear and 
repent, that guilty nation: and he has warned us! 
Will England take warning? 

Oh, my dear brethren, this is no question of 
party politics. All parties are alike guilty in the 
sight of Grod, taken in their individual characters,* 
as men count parties — all are Sabbath-breakers, — 
all are covetous together; all seeking their own, 
and not the things of Christ. They are charging 
the gathering cloud with additional sulphureous 
matter, to spread wider desolation when it bursts. 
A stream of wickedness is going up: day by day, 
and Sabbath after Sabbath it cries to God for ven- 
geance, and God is still patient. Christian breth- 
ren, let your hearts' affection and earnest prayers 
be with the Lord, and be not afraid. Let not your 
heart be troubled. The wide-spread terror need 
have no terror for you. The destroyer shall not 
hurt you ; for when these things come to pass, — 
when authority has no longer its stability, nor 
the Church its respect: when the ministers of the 
Church, the ambassadors for Jesus, shall be despised 
and rejected,— when outrageous democracy begins to 
break down the mounds that hold as yet its tumul- 
tuous waves, in obedience to that injunction which 
God has placed on them, — " Thus far shall ye go, 

* It is true^ that in the general tone of their politics, what we 
call in this country, the Church-and-King party, profess to main- 
tain the scriptural principle of authority and submission ; and 
they are, therefore, entitled to the support of all Christian men 
against leveUers; although their characters, as individuals, may 
be such as to grieve the Christian's heart. 
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and no further," — ^when they do go further, and 
rise and shake the basis of authority in every shape, 
whether of monarchy or mixed government — when 
laws are no longer respected — when might, physi- 
cal, brutal might, shall usurp the place of right — 
then, in the midst of all, — in the midst of this des- 
perate, this dreadful confiision, — when all that is 
tender and affectionate in the human heart, is 
liable to be rent and torn by the unprincipled vio- 
lence of ruthless ruffianism, — we can look to GJod, 
and know that Jesus, who rides on the whirlwind 
and directs the storm, is ours, — He is our Friend, 
our Father, our God, — that He loves us dearly, — 
better than we can love ourselves, — that He loves 
our wives, our children, and will watch over those 
whom we cannot protect. Oh, my brethren, put 
confidence in God, for this is peace, and nothing 
but this is peace: " Then shalt thou lie down," says 
the wise man, " and sleep, and thy sleep shall be 
sweet. Thou shalt not fear violence, for thy heart 
is fixed, trusting in the Lord." Then when these 
things begin to thicken, — when the cloud grows 
blacker, and appears ready to burst in overwhelm- 
ing horrors, then look up; — for in that opening 
cloud your Lord shall come. In the fire, the 
whirlwind, and the tempest, in the crashing of all 
authority, deputed from the Lord, shall He Him- 
self appear; He shall resume His ovm authority, 
and the kingdoms of the earth become the king- 
doms of the Lord and of His Christ; and because 
they would not brook authority delegated from Him, 
He shall set it up Himself, and break His enemies 
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as a potter's vessel under a rod of iron, and estab- 
lish the government, the righteous and absolute 
sovereignty, of His saints for ever. 

It was when the world, in all the boasted pride 
of human learning, and all the embellishments of 
human literature and art, was nevertheless filling 
up the measure of human sin ; and when wide- 
spread idolatry, and grovelling, sensual indulgence, 
ruled over the nations, even in the most favoured 
seats of intellectual cultivation and sociaj refine- 
ment ; it was then that Jesus came, a saviour of 
sinners : and when the world shall bear the same 
aspect 'towards auikority as it then did towards 
holiness^ — when it shaU be as impatient of rule as 
it was then of virtue, — when the peculiar charac- 
teristic of nations shall be the pride of self-govern- 
ment without any superior — then shall the Lord 
come as tha legitimate, the all-mighty, the irre- 
sistible sovereign. " The Son of man shall come 
in cloudSy with power and great glcyry," Then 
shaU the visitations be poured out, and the curses 
shall come upon the earth, as it is described 
in the 6th chapter of Eevelation, the 12th verse : 
"I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 
lo, there was a great earthquake ; and the sun be- 
came black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon be- 
came as blood ; and the stars of heaven fell unto 
the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely 
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind : and 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled 
together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places," " Every mountain," 
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every great state ; " and every island," every petty 
state, *' and all the great men of the earth, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains ; and every 
bondman and every freeman hid themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains ; and said 
to the momitains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the great 
day of his wrath is come ; and who shall be able 
to stand ? " You observe not the multitudes only, 
as distinguished from the rulers, but all together 
fall under the judgment — the kings, the great men, 
the rich men, the chief captains and the mighty 
men, as well bond and free ; all together, becau&e 
all have sinned — ^the rulers in abusing their au- 
thority to licentiousness, encouraging and fostering 
things that should never have been introduced, or 
if introduced, that ought, when detected, at once 
to have been amended ; and the people in rising 
up in the pride of their own strength — ^the boasted 
might of numbers, as if the essence of authority 
were in them instead of in the Grod who made 
them. On the one side abused authority, on the 
other abused liberty. All shall fall, and there is 
no security but to the members of Christ. Oh, 
my brethren, there is yet time to escape; there is 
time for reconciliation ; there is time to leave the 
vortex of a wicked world and join the Church of 
God ; to give up the society and the cause of those 
who are neglecting His Word, breaking His Sab- 
baths, violating His commandments, who talt little 
about His coming, and care less. Oh, break off 
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from them ; and though you should be obliged to 
transact business, and even to sit side by side with 
them, let it be but the outside of you that is there, 
keep the inner part for the Lord and the society 
of the Lord*s people. Be on the Lord's side re- 
solutely. Be not ashamed to confess Him now. 
Now is the time to confess Him, while He is absent ; 
and to confess Him even in the rebel's camp. Now 
is the time, whUe there is risk; now, when it costs 
something to avow yourselves His in sincerity and in 
truth. Every one will be ready to confess a triumph- 
ant king ; but when to confess Him* is to expose 
yourselves to danger and to contempt, then it is that 
confession denotes honesty of attachment. Hear 
Himself : " Whosoever shall con/ess me be/ore men, 
him mil I confess also be/ore my Father which is 
in heaven. And whosoever shall he ashamed of 
me and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him also shall the Son of mxm he 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Faiher, with the holy angds!' * 

Men and brethren, now while waiting for the 
Lord's coming, believe His word, submit to His 
authority, honour His laws, prostrate yourselves 
before His throne, embracing His cross. Now is 
the time, all sinners as you are : " Though your 
sins be as scarlet they shaU be as white as snow ; 
though they be rod like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.'' Now He is on the mercy-seat— His blood 
oleanseth from all sin. He has not yet girded 
the sword upon His thigh to take vengeance. 

* llatt.x.82; MwkTiii88. 
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He yet waits in mercy, imploring His enemies 
to lay down their arms and be His friends. Oh! 
come, weary and heavy-laden with sin ; instead 
of vain attempts to reconcile yourselves to your 
burden, or to stifle all consciousness of it, come' 
and cast it upon Him. Now is the time : be ye 
reconciled. He waits to be gracious, and the 
time is short; no one can tell at what moment 
the voice of exhortation and of love may be for 
ever silenced. Do you, indeed, believe and trust 
in the Lord Jesus, and in Him alone. Oh! I 
beseech you^ do not deceive yourselves. There 
is a state of mind most destructive and most com- 
mon, where the heart, is putting its real confidence 
in second causes, and secretly expecting more safety 
from some political change than from trusting in 
Christ himself. That is to be political, indeed, 
and in the worst sense : but to put undivided con- 
fidence in the Lord for protection here, as well 
as salvation hereafter, is to be, not political, but 
truly religious ; while others, who disclaim politics 
in words, are yet leaning on the measures of men 
in their hearts, for aU their expectations of safety 
for themselves and their families, and their pro- 
perty. 

This is not only a time for reconcOiation, that 
the ungodly may come and give themselves up to 
the Lord, but a time of instruction also, that you 
may grow more in the knowledge of your absent 
rriend, learn more of the principles of His king- 
dom, be more conformed to them ; that, under- 
standing moriB and more what He shall be, and 
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what He shall do, you may be more and more 
moulded into the character of citizens and subjects 
of that kingdom. Learn more of Him; and while 
you are getting more of that instruction, both by 
reading the Scriptures and by remarking the move- 
ments of God's providence over the world, seek to 
imbibe more deeply those principles of willing sub- 
mission to authority, which, however now decried, 
must eventually triumph. Seek to become more 
conformed to His mind, that you may reaUy and 
instinctively delight in the sound of His chariot 
wheels ; for that sound will be the sound of joy 
unspeakable and full of glory to every emancipated 
and waiting soul, to every penitent and confiding 
believer in the Lord Jesus. Amen. 



SEKMON III. 

THE CITY OF CONFUSION TO BE DESTROYED AT THE 
SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

" For thou hast made of a citj an heap ; of a defenced city a 
ruin ; a palace of strangers to be no city ; it shall never be 
built" — Isaiah xxv. 2. 

THIS chapter contains a song of praise to the 
God of Israel, in reference to the events which 
were predicted in the preceding chapter. These 
generally were, the destruction of the city of con- 
fusion, mentioned in the 10th verse, " the city of 
confusion is broken down ;" the preservation of a 
chosen people, " as the gleaning of grapes when the 
vintage is done," — ^mentioned in the 13th verse ; 
and the reigning of the Lord of Hosts, " in mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously," — distinctly declared in the last verse. 
In the midst of these predictions, the prophet, as if 
arrested by the overwhelming view of the majesty, 
faithfulness, and grace of Q-od, breaks off the line 
of his direct prophetic discourse, and gives utter- 
ance to a burst of admiring praise. " Lord," he 
exclaims, at the opening of this chapter, " thou 
art my God : I will exalt thee, I will praise thy 
name, for thou hast done wonderful things : thy 
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.'' As if, 
in the contemplation of the performance of the 
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things which he had predicted, he had said, " Thy 
purposes, God, foreordained in thyself, and de- 
clared of old by the fathers, thou hast now accom- 
plished with infinite faithfulness and truth. These 
are wonderful things : I wiU praise thee, I will 
exalt thee. Thou art my God ; my souj delights 
in such a God as thou art." He then proceeds to 
recapitulate the things he had prophesied of. " For 
thou hast made of a city an heap ; of a defenced 
city a ruin ; a palace of strangers to be no city ; it 
shall never be built." 

In order to make the subject as clear and simple 
as possible, I must remind you that the great city 
or kingdom of Babylon, during the pride of her 
power and authority, exercised it in the most tyran- 
nical inanner, mightily to oppress the children of 
Israel. In the days of Isaiah, the kingdom of 
Babylon had not risen into notice. The Assyrian 
was then the leading empire, and it was not tiU a 
considerable period after the prophet's death, that 
Babylon assumed the pre-eminence. It was at its 
height of glory under Nebuchadnezzar. Isaiah 
lired and prophesied chiefly in the time of Heze- 
kiah ; and Hezekiah lived 120 years previous to 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar. But Isaiah, though 
living so long antecedent to the glory of Babylon, 
was inspired by God to speak of her. He foretold 
of her luxury, her tyranny, her oppression of Israel, 
and her desolation and ruin. You find this plainly 
set forth in the 13th chapter. After describing 
even by name the power that would destroy Baby- 
lon, — " I will stir up the Medea against her,'' he 
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says, at the 19th verse, " and Babylon, the glory 
of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excel- 
lency, shaU be as when Grod overthrew Sodom 
and Gromorrah. It shall never be inhabited, 
neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generatioQ ; neither shall the Arabian pitch tent 
there, neither shall the shepherds make their fold 
there : but wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; 
and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures ; 
and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance 
there. And the wild beasts of the island shall cry 
in their desolate houses, and dragons in their 
pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and 
her days shall not be prolonged." This he com- 
bines with the deliverance of Israel, in the begin- 
ning of the next chapter. " For the Lord will have 
mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set 
them in their own land." Here is the reason, 
" The Lord will yet choose Israel." He depicts the 
glory of Babylon, and the captivity of Israel, — ^the 
desolation of Babylon, and the restoring of Israel, 
all to happen so many years after the prophet's 
death. ** And the people shall take them and 
bring them to their place, and the house of Israel 
shall possess them in the land of the Lord for ser- 
vants and bondmaids, and they shaU take them 
captives whose captives they were ; and they shall 
rule over their oppressors. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that the Lord shall give thee rest" 
— ^that is Israel — " from thy sorrow and from thy 
fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast 
made to serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb 
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against the king of Babylon, and say., Sow hath 
the oppressor ceased, — the golden city ceased ;" — 
the city made a heap, — the defenced city a ruin; — 
" the Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked and 
the sceptre of the rulers/' The same subject is 
declared with equal plainness in the 47th chapter : 
" Come down and sit in the dust, virgin daughter 
of Babylon, sit on the ground :"— she is caUed a vir- 
gin, not for her purity, but because she had never 
suffered invasion, nor had her power been broken by 
any adversary: — " Take the millstones and grind 
meal; uncover thy locks j make hare the leg, uncover 
the thigh, pass over the rivers. Thy nakedness shall 
be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall he seen,'* — as a 
bearer of burdens, a grinder of meal, the most degrad- 
ing of employments. Then there were only hand- 
mills. It was not till the decline of the Roman repub- 
lic, immediately before the age of Augustus, that 
water-miUs were known ; and wind-mills were not 
introduced unta a much later period. Grinding was, 
therefore, done by hand, and it was the occupation 
of the vilest among the slaves. This was the task 
to which Samson was put by the Philistines. ^^8it 
thou silent," he continues, " and get thee into dark- 
ness, daughter of the Chaldeans : for thou shalt 
no TTuyre he called the lady of kingdmnsJ' Now 
mark the 6th verse : ^^Iwas wroth with my people, 
I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them 
into thine hand : thou didst show them no mercy ; 
upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy 
yoke," God gave Israel into the hand of Babylon 
to be chastised, but she showed her no mercy. In- 
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dulging her tyrannous spirit, she laid her hand very 
heavily on the Lord's ancient people, beloved for 
their fathers' sake. ^^And them" — ^that is, Baby- 
lon, — ^^saidat, I shall be a lady for ever ; so that 
thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither 
didst remember the latter end of it," 

I wish to show you a few other plain prophecies 
bearing upon this subject, before I come more 
closely to the interpretation of our text. Take the 
60th and 51st chapters of Jeremiah. At the 17th 
verse of the former it is said, "Israel is a scattered 
sheep ; the lions have driven him away. First the 
kings of Assyria have devoured him, and last this 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, hath broken his 
bones. Therefore, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, Behold, I will punish the king of 
Babylon and his land, as I have punished the king 
of Assyria. And I will bring Israel again to his 
habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, 
and his soul shall be satisfied upon mount Ephraim 
and Grilead." Again, in the 51st chapter, at the 
35th verse: " The violence done to. me and my 
flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion 
say ; and. My blood upon the inhabitants of Chal- 
dea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefore, thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I wiU plead thy cause, and take 
vengeance for thee ; and I will dry up her sea, and 
make her springs dry/* Here is an allusion to the 
sea of Babylon, the great river Euphrates running 
through her: and God put it into the heart of Cyrus 
to turn the channel, to draw off the waters, and to 
march his army in the night through the bed of the 
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river into the city, and take it. Thus God dried 
up the sea, by turning her channel elsewhere, 
through the instrumentality of the Medes and Per- 
sians. * * I will dry up her sea^ and make her springs 
dry. And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling^ 
pla/cefoT dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, 
vnthout an inhabitant'' 

With the assistance of these clear prophecies we 
shall have light on the beautiful passage of our 
text, where the prophet exclaims to God, in the 
anticipation of the accomplishment of his work, 
the judgment of Babylon, and the deliverance of 
Israel. " For thou hast made of a defenced city 
an heap; that proud city, Babylon, the city of 
the oppressor, the golden city, that said she would 
be a lady for ever, and laid her yoke very heavily 
on thy people, Israel ; thxm hast made of the city 
an heap ; of a defefnced city a ruin ; a palace of 
sbrangersl' — a place of much celebrity, visitors 
from all quarters flocking to behold her glory, her 
beauty, and her magnitude — " to be no city : it 
shall never be built Therefore shall the strong 
people glorify thee,'' — ^they shall give God glory in 
their ruin ; as He said concerning the Egyptians 
when He overthrew them : " I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh and upon his horsemen ; " so he got 
honour upon the Babylonians when he overthrew 
them, and the strong people were forced to glorify 
him in their destruction : " the city of the terrible 
nations shall fear thee.'' Then follows His protec- 
tion of Israel, again combined with His destruction 
of Babylon. " For thou hast been a strength to 
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the poor ^ a strength to the needy in his distress.'* 
This was His people, oppressed and overwhelmed 
by the Babylonish power : they asked her to sing 
one of the Lord's songs, when she sat by the rivers 
weeping, and her harp hanging on the vnllows, 
they said, " Come, sing one of the Lord's songs for 
us," making a mock of her distress. " How can 
we," she replied, "sing the Lord's song in a 
strange land ? " But the Lord was protecting her 
still : " Thou hast been a strength to the needy in 
his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shelter from 
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a 
storm against the wcdV* The fury of Babylon is 
represented as a storm raging against a wall, — the 
Lord's kind protection over Israel as a refuge from 
the storm, affording a gracious assurance of hope 
and safety, notwithstanding the inveterate en- 
mity, and the unrestrained and ungovernable 
tyranny of the Babylonish conquerors. " Thou 
shall bring dovm the noise of strangers as the heat 
in a dry place, even the heat with the shadow of a 
cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be 
brought low!' This is the same subject. The 
noise of the iyrant shall fall upon Israel tempered 
by the hand of Grod, as the heat of the sun falls 
tempered by the cloud, softened and abated of its 
burning vigour. The threatenings of Babylon 
shall be prevented falling with full force on Israel, 
— the heat should be brought down under the 
shadow of a cloud. The image is very beautiful. 
She should not be altogether delivered from the 
threatenings, but they should fall in a manner 
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mitigated and broken. Not that her oppressors 
so intended it : they intended only her ruin. But 
God interposed a cloud, and its shadow abated the 
heat of their wrath. 

Now if this were the whole of the prophecy, we 
might be induced to suppose that it had been en- 
tirely fulfilled by the destruction of Babylon liter- 
ally, and the restoration of the Jews from the 
Babylonish captivity. That destruction took place 
200 years after Isaiah, under Cyrus, by means of 
a mixed army of Medes and Persians ; and imme- 
diately on getting the possession of the kingdom, 
he made proclamation that such of the Jews as 
chose might return to their own land. But the 
prophet does not end here : there follow events for 
which he gives praise in the next verses, and con- 
cerning • which, we have an inspired comment, 
which enables us to feel assured that we possess 
true light upon the whole strain of this prophecy. 
" And on this mountain '' — the mountain already 
mentioned in chapter xxiv, verse 23, before the 
prophet burst forth in his song, — the mount Zion, 
wherein the Lord shall then be reigning, — " On 
this mxmntain shall the Lord of hosts make unto 
all people a feast of fat things y a feast of wine on 
the lees ; offal things full of marrow, of wines on 
the lees well refined. And he will destroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering*' — or covering 
of the face, the blind from the face of all people, 
the veil, another name for the covering of the face 
— " cast over all people and the veil that is spread 
over all nations. He will swallow up death in 
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victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faeces : and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from offdU the earth : for the 
Lord hath spoken it And it shall be said in that 
dayy Lo, this our Grod ; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation." Now what events are these, and when 
have they been, or shall they be fulfOled ? I said 
we have an inspired comment upon the subject : 
it is quoted by St Paul, who tells us distinctly 
when it shall come to pass. I allude to the open- 
ing of the 8th verse. ** JTe mil swallow up death 
in victory," In the 15th chapter of the 1st Epistle 
to the Corinthians, the 54th verse, we read thus : 
** So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written. Death is swallowed up in victory/* 
" He will swallow up death in victory," saith the 
prophet. When? The apostle's answer is: 
" When this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
and this corruptible incorruption." And when is 
that ? At the 52d verse he tells us, " In a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump. 
For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible ; and we," — we in opposi- 
tion to the dead, — ^we who are alive, and remain on 
the earth at that moment — " we shall be changed/' 
He made the same distinction in the 5l8t verse : 
" we shall not all sleep," — not all die, or sleep in 
Jesus,—" but we shall all be changed," — ^whether 
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sleeping or waking : " the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed, for this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality;'' and when 
this shall be done — the dead raised incorruptible, 
and we that are alive changed — " then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is wiitten, Death 
is swallowed up in victory." Now, when is this ? 
Ton will learn by referring to the 23d verse: 
" Every man in his own order : Christ the first- 
fruits ; " — who hath already put on immortality — 
" afterwards they that are Christ's at his coming ; 
then Cometh the end,"* that is, the end of this dis- 
pensation — of our Lord's present rule — of the 
period for which He is sitting at the right hand 
of God : " the Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
on my right hand, until" — when? — *' until thine 
efnemies shall he made thy footstooV When all 
are put down, then is the end, when Thou wilt 
leave my right hand, and sit on Thine own throne. 
That is the end here intended: when He shall 
have delivered up the kingdom which He at pre- 
sent enjoys, — where He wields the authority, the 
universal kingdom of God, — the invisible kingdom 
of providence. He has now overcome and sat 
down on the Father's throne: when aU things 
shall be subdued to Him, He will leave that, and 
sit down upon His own,t reigning in mount Zion 

* The original ezpreafidons are exactly rendered by our words 
afterwards and Hun, First Christ himself, afterwards (^eira) 
they that are Christ's at His coming, then {^tra) the end, &c. 

t Eev. ill 21. 
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and in Jerusalem: "when He hath put down all 
rule, and all authority and power, for He must 
reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet." 
So it is said, " Sit Thou on my right hand until I 
make Thine enemies Thy footstool/' " The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death." But how 
is he an enemy ? Only as applied to the members 
of Christ's body. Death as it regards His enemies 
is His friend — His messenger — His agent ; but as 
it regards the members of His body, it is His 
enemy, holding them in subjection. "The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death," for God 
hath put all things under Christ's feet; only 
Christ now waits on the throne of the -Father's 
kingdom, tUl the time shall come for putting an 
end to that last enemy of His, which i^ death. Of 
course, when it is said that all things are put 
under Christ, God manifest in the flesh, the in- 
visible Jehovah, is excepted. And when the Lord 
Jesus shall (in the exercise of His present al- 
mighty authority on the Father's throne) have 
subdued aU things unto Himself, then shall He 
be prepared to leave the Father's throne, and set 
up His own kingdom upon the earth as the second 
Adam ; Himself, in manifested manhood, subject 
to God, who hath thus put aU things in subjection 
to the glorified Man, that the invisible Jehovah 
may be all in all, the acknowledged head of Him 
who is the constituted head of all things ; for the 
head of all creation is Christ, and the head of 
Christ is the invisible Jehovah in Trinity. It is, 
then, when the man Jesus shall cease to be at the 
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Father's right hand, and shaQ have returned to 
this earth in like manner as He went away ; and 
when the resurrection of the members of Jesus 
shall have taken place, — then shall this saying be 
fulfilled, " Death is swallowed up in victory,'* and 
then this prophecy of Isaiah shall be completed. 

This mode, my brethren, of viewing this passage 
of the 15th chapter of Corinthians, which is felt to 
be difficult, harmonises well with the context, for 
it makes the whole strain, to the 28th verse, to 
proclaim the resurrection of the saints ; it makes 
it to have for its object the declaration of the 
coming of the Lord at the end of the present dis- 
pensation, and of the manifestation of His mem- 
bers, delivered from death. So that what follows 
is found strictly in place : " Else what shall they 
do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not ai all? Why are they then baptized for the 
dead, and why stand we in jeopardy every hour?" 

But to return to the prophecy. ^^ And in this 
mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all 
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the 
lees; of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
lees well refined" It is not denied that the glad 
tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ, as now pro- 
claimed in the preaching of the gospel, supply a 
spiritual feast, to which this language may most 
appropriately be adapted. Blessed indeed are they 
who taste, by faith, that the Lord is gracious. 
Eich and precious iJeyond expression is the feast 
of His pardoning and sympathising love to every 
quickened sinner. The spouse in the Canticles 

G 
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proclaims it to be hetter than taine, and the 
Psalmist expatiates upon its sweetness as exceeding 
that of honey and the honeycomb. But in con- 
templating this prophecy, and anticipating its ful- 
filment at the period pointed out by the apostle, we 
are compelled to look beyond the announcements 
of the gospel, and the spiritual richness of Chris- 
tian experience, for the full interpretation of this 
verse. 

It is the reiterated testimony of Scripture, that 
when Israel shall be restored the word of the Lord 
shall go forth from mount Zion, and the law from 
Jerusalem. The waters of life shall go forth and 
heal the nations, and ten men out of every nation 
shall lay hold of the skirt of a Jew at that time 
and say, " We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you ;" and all shall go to Jerusa- 
lem to the feast of tabernacles, and see the Lord 
of hosts manifested in the human nature of Jesus 
reigning in mount Zion.* This is the feast that 
shall be made on the mountain on that day, for 
all people, — of which the gospel feast in the hearts 
of the elect is the type and earnest. 

But with respect to Babylon, I must again claim 
your attention for a few moments, in order to make 
the early part of this subject still more clear. 
During the Old-Testament dispensation, the people 
of God wore a strictly national aspect. In habits, 
manners, worship, and residence, they were totally 
different from all other nations — they occupied 
outwardly and manifestly a distinct country. The 

 Isaiah ii. 2-4; Zech. viii. 20-23, and xiv. 16. 
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great and successful persecutors and oppressors of 
the people of God wore also a national aspect. 
First, they were the Egyptians, then the Assyrians, 
then the Babylonians, then the Persians, then the 
Grecians, and subsequently the Bomans. But 
among them all Babylon was pre-eminent: so 
much so as to give a general name to the whole 
persecuting power. Thus, as we have seen, she 
was not only spoken of by the prophets, living 
during the period of her power and tyranny, but 
in anticipation by those who lived long before her 
glory commenced. 

Under the New - Testament dispensation the 
people of God wear a twofold aspect, national and 
spiritual, — national as regards their outward privi- 
leges, spiritual as regards their religious character; 
the great oppressor, the persecutor, the successful 
opponent of the people of God, wears, in like 
manner, a twofold aspect, — national and a?i^i-spi- 
ritual, — ^national, in opposition to their outward 
privileges, to their properties, and even their lives; 
and anti-spiritual, in her deadly hostility to the 
TRUTH, the life and soul of the Church of God. 
The perfection of this hostility to outward privi- 
lege and spiritual truth, is found in the Eomish 
system, which is a mixture of worldly policy and 
anti-scriptural falsehood." This applies not merely 
to the outward letter of that system. The mischief 
is at work in some degree or modification wherever 
there is worldly pride, hatred of the truth, perse- 
cution for the truth's sake, intolerance, luxury, 
heedlessness about eternity, — ^wherever self is wor- 
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shipped instead of God, — wherever there is the 
spirit that was in Babylon, prompting her to say, 
" I am a lady of kingdoms, and I shall be a lady 
for ever,'' — ^wherever this usurps the heart individ- 
ually, or the authority nationally, there is the virus 
of the Babylonish system; but the perfection of 
that system is found specially at Kome ; and there- 
fore we find the persecutor of the people of God is 
set forth under the New Testament, by the ruime 
of Babylon, and by the description of a city stand- 
ing on seven hills, which is a description of Eome. 
The language of St John in the Kevelation upon 
this subject, is of almost historical plainness. The 
name of Babylon has been only transferred from 
the Old Testament, as a standing title, descriptive 
of the persecutors of the people of God, just as 
Caesar was for the Koman emperors. It was a 
symbol, a patronymic for the persecutors ; and so 
we find them denominated by that title hundreds 
of years after the literal Babylon was no more. 

The language of the Old Testament also applied 
to the literal Babylon, furnished a mode of speech 
which was adopted by the apostles under the new, 
to set forth the anti-spiritual oppressors of the 
people of God under the present dispensation ; so 
that the language applied to the literal Babylon 
is now transferable to the Komish system, wherever 
found; that is, to all opposers, neglecters, and 
scorners of the truth and the people of God ; while 
the language applied to the literal Israel continues 
applicable to that nation still beloved for the 
Father s sake, and at the sametime becomes trans- 
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ferable to the spiritual Israel, the chosen of God 
gathered out of every kindred, and nation, and 
tongue, and people, and grafted into Israel's olive- 
tree. 

With these observations before us, the parallel 
between the prophecy in this and the following 
chapter, and that in St John is most striking. 
The events predicted by the prophet, and grouped 
together for synchronical fulfilment, are — 1. The 
destruction of Babylon, as we have seen in our 
text, and more largely in the 24th chapter. 2. 
The coming of the Lord: " Behold, the Lord com- 
eth out of his place, to punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their* iniquity ; the earth also shall 
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her 
slain.'* In connexion with this he says : 3. " In 
that day the Lord with his sore, and ereat, and 
strong ^ord shall punish Leviathan, the piercing 
serpent, even Leviathan, that crooked serpent, and 
he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea." These 
are the scriptural appellations for Satan. A third 
event, therefore, here predicted is the peculiar 
pimishment of the devil at that time. And 4, the 
resurrection of the people of God ; " He will swallow 
up death in victory." 

Now, turn and look at the terribly convincing 
parallel, in the 18th, 19th, and the beginning of 
the 20th chapters of Eevelation. 1. Does the 
prophet say the city shall be made a heap? Hear 
what the apostle says : " Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of 
devils, and the hold of every foul beast, and the 
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cage of every unclean and hateful bird/' He goes 
on to describe her, calling the people of God to 
come out; and says, at the 7th verse, "How 
much she hath glorified herself, and lived deli- 
ciously, so much torment and sorrow give her : 
for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am 
no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore 
shall her plagues come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine ; and she shall be utterly 
burned ftth fire; for strong is the Lord that 
judgeth her. And the kings of the earth who 
have committed fornication and lived delicioujsly 
with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, 
when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 
standing afar off for the fear of her torment, say- 
ing, Alas ! alas ! that great city Babylon, that 
mighty city 1 for in one hour is thy judgment 
come." And again, in the 20th verse : " Rejoice 
over her, thou heaven and ye holy apostles and 
prophets, for God hath avenged you on her. And 
a mighty angel took up a stone like a great mill- 
stone and cast it into the sea, saying, " Thus with 
violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and shall be found no more at all. And the 
voice of harpers and musicians, and of pipers and 
trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee ; 
and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be 
f oimd any more in thee ; and the sound of the mill- 
stone shall be heard no more at all in thee ; and the 
light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee ; 
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride 
shall be heard no more at all in thee ; for thy mer- 
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chants were the great men of the earth ; for by thy 
sorceries were all nations deceived." Mark what 
was found in her : " In her was found the blood of 
prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain 
upon the earth." The Assyrian, the Babylonian, 
and the Persian had shed the blood of the prophets, 
and since then. Borne has been drunk with the 
blood of the saints. Such is the parallel in the 
Apocalypse, of the destruction of Babylon, as set 
forth in the prophecy. 

2. Now look at the parallel to the declaration 
of the Lord's coming. Does the prophet say, Be- 
hold the Lord cometh out of His place to punish 
the inhabitants of the earth? Bead what the 
apostle says. Turn to the 19th chapter, the 11th 
verse : " And I saw heaven opened, and behold a 
white horse ; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of 
fire, and on his head were many crowns ; and he 
had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himfielf. And he was clothed with a vesture dip- 
ped in blood : and his name is called The Word of 
God. And the armies which were in heaven fol- 
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the na- 
tions : and he shall rule them with a rod of iron '> 
and he treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LOBD OF LOBDS. And I 



104 THE CITY OF CONFUSION Ser. 

saw an angel standing in the sun ; and he cried 
with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly 
in the midst of heaven, Come and gather your- 
selves together unto the supper of the great God; 
that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh 
of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the 
flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings of 
the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against him that sat on the horse, and 
against his army. And the beast was taken, and 
with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that wor- 
shipped his image." These expressions describe 
the persecutors in their last unnatural coalition; 
superstition and infidelity (like Herod and Pontius 
Pilate) making common cause against Jesus. 
Popery and liberalism uniting their uncongenial 
ranks, if so be they may succeed in sweeping from 
the face of the earth the Church of Christ, the wit- 
nesses for the living God. But our God shall 
come, and not any longer keep silence, and both 
sections of persecutors shall be cast alive into the 
lake of fire. At the Lord's coming the wicked 
shall not enjoy any respite from bodily suffering, 
as they do who die in the meantime, but shall go 
down alive, body and soul into the lake of fire, as 
the righteous shall be caught up, body and soul, to 
meet their Lord in the air : " They both were cast 
alive into a lake of fire Jmrnirvg with hrimstone. 
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And the remruxnt were slain with the sword of him 
that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out 
of his mouth ; and all the fowls were filled with 
their flesh" 

3. The prophet also predicted a special chas- 
tisement upon Satan at that time. Mark what the. 
apostle says, at the beginning of the 20th chapter : 
"And I saw an angel come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit, and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dra- 
gon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan 
and bound him a thousand years ; and cast him 
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations 
no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled : 
and after that he must be loosed a little season." 
There is a needs-be here. It must be.so ; but it 
shall only be for a little season. 

4. Does the prophet announce the resurrection 
of the Church, saying, I will swallow up death in 
victory ? Hear wtat the apostle says : " And I 
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
imojge, neither had received his mmk upon, their 
foreheads, or in their hands, and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thotisand years" " This is 
the first resurrection," — the swallowing up of death 
in victory. It is in vain to say that because souls 
are mentioned here, therefore it does not mean the 
resurrection of the body. The word soul is often put 
for the whole man, — as where we read of so many 
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thousand souls coming up out of Egypt ; and the 
crew of a vessel consisting of so many souU ; and 
similar expressions without number. And if it be 
still objected that the soul exclusively is meant, we 
answer that such an interpretation involves an 
absurdity, for it is to say that the soul lived again^ 
though the soul can never die. Therefore it must 
mean the whole man, and the statement is, that 
the part which did die, lived again, which is called 
the first resurrection. 

How striking is the parallel ! The destruction 
of Babylon, — ^the preservation of a people in the 
midst of the ruin, as the gleaning of grapes when 
the vintage is done, — ^the coming of the Lord out 
of his place to punish the earth, — ^the binding of 
Satan, and the resurrection of the people of God. 
These the, prophets have from the beginning set 
forth in different sorts of language, and under the 
New Testament the same great truths are enforced, 
— God's longHSuffering love, the trial of His peo- 
ple and the temporary triumph of their adver- 
saries, the coming of Jesus as the beginning of the 
everlasting reward of the righteous, and the utter 
ruin of the ungodly. 

Now, what is all this in its application to you ? 
First of all, it explains the Scriptures to you, — 
and this is a point which you should highly prize. 
By all the value which you set on your Christian 
experience — ^for I speak to you who know and love 
the Lord Jesus — by all the value you set on the 
experience of His love, you ought highly to prize 
whatever explains the Word of God. The more 
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you know of that, the more solid and stable will 
your principles and your judgment be. Those 
who love the excitement of their feelings rather 
than the instruction of their understandings, are 
like the drinkers of cordials as compared with the 
eaters of bread. 

Again, in the way of experience, here is a 
warning against having part or lot in the Baby- 
lonish or Boman system. Come out of her, my 
people, saith the Lord, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
You have, in one sense, separated from much that 
is externally wicked : you are no longer partakers 
in her idolateries — ^her open and undisguised ido- 
latry in the worship of saints and angels: you 
are no longer partakers in the blasphemy of her 
masses, — the folly and mummery of her beads, her 
crucifixes, scapulars, [relics, and idols. But these 
are the outside only, and many protest against 
them, who are still part and parcel of the system ; 
— still in the very heart of the corruption, full of 
worldly pride, vanity, and self-conceit. "This is 
the real idolatry — indiflference to the truth — dis- 
regard of eternity — self-complacency; the spirit 
that says, '^ I am a lady, and I shall be a lady for 
ever/' Satisfaction with personal possessions and 
enjoyments — ^neglect of Grod's cause on earth — 
carelessness about sin, unless hurtful to your 
credit in the world— covetousness of the enjoyments 
of life, leading to luxury and licentiousness — igno- 
rance, blindness, absorbing engrossment in the 
pursuit of worldly things, — ^the merchandise of 
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gold and eilver, and precious stones. Oh! my 
brethren, except your heart be devoted to God, 
except you have a desire to prosecute all your 
undertakings, not for the sake of seK, but for the 
glory of GU)d ; attending to them with diligence, 
and cheerfulness, and prudence, with honesty of 
purpose, with truth on your lips and integrity in 
your hearts ; unless you are thus God's in reality 
as well as in profession, you have only protested 
against the outworks of Popery, while yet you hug 
the accursed thing to your souls, and hide the 
Babylonish wedge in your stuff. Bear with this 
freedom, I beseech you : for let me ask you if the 
world, — if this town, — if this congregation is fit 
for the coming of Christ ? Oh I consider, ye that 
forget God, lest He tear you to. pieces, and there 
be none to deliver ! Honour Him. How? I will 
tell you. Honour Him with the first-fruits of 
your increase. Increase is the grand object on 
which men set their thoughts. Honour Him with 
it. Let every gain be consecrated to God, by a 
thank-offering. Learn that, except you honour 
Him with your increase, you honour your increase 
above Him. — setting your heart upon it to gratify 
self ; to gratify your appetites by present luxury, 
or your pride by leaving large legacies. Seek to 
advance, as far as lies in you, the cause of God ; 
strengthen the hands of those who desire to spread 
the knowledge of God at home, and to carry the 
light of the gospel to the dark and dismal abodes 
of ignorance and superstition over aU the face of 
the earth. See how busy the agents of the devil 
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are : and if they can prosecute their work with so 
much ardour amidst all the other avocations of 
the world, surely you may find opportunities for 
prosecuting the work of God, without the least dis- 
arrangement of your ordinary business. Secret 
willingness of heart is fertile in expedients, accord- 
ing to the true proverb, " Where there is a will 
there is a way J' Is it not a duty in stewards to 
be faithful ? Yea ; and a most solemn duty. And 
how, then, shall we be faithful to our divine Mas- 
ter, if, having received opportunities and means to 
be applied for the benefit of our fellow-men, and 
for the doing of the Lord's work in the earth, we 
appropriate the whole of those resources to our own 
use, to the gratification of our senses, the indul- 
gence of our sloth, or the feeding of our pride. 

Now, bear the word of exhortation, and be as- 
sured, that whatever delusions the world may 
supply, and however deceitful your hearts may be, 
in arguing upon the distance and the uncertainty 
of the. event of Christ's coming — be assured that 
to us, individually, the day must be fast approach- 
ing : the time is short — the world is fading from 
you at every step — diseases are at hand— death is 
on every side — and there is but one ground, one 
hope of safety, — Be ready. Jesus is the way. 

Take no exception, my brethren, at this plain 
dealing. It is yqur place to pay attention to the 
Word of God, and woe unto me if I speak it not so 
far as He has taught it to me. Take no exception, 
therefore, against me, but take exception against 
yourselves for being in such a state that the telling 



I lO THE CITY OF CONFUSION, ETC. Seb. III. 

of the truth wounds you. Eepent, and believe the 
gospel; for to all who repent and believe, the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ will be a joyful 
and glorious theme of praise, and they shall join 
our prophet in the chapter before us, in singing 
with one enraptured voice, "Xo I this is our God, 
we have waited for him, and he will save us : this 
is the Lord, we have waited for him; we will 
rejoice and be glad in his salvation I " 



SERMON IV. 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN 

» 

ITS CONNEXION WITH THE PRESENT DISPERSION 
AND COMING RESTORATION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

" For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should he wise in your own conceits ; that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved : 
as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is 
my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes : 
but as touching the election, they are beloved for the 
fathers' sake. For the gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance." — Rom. xi. 25-29. 

THE second coming of our Lord is announced 
to us in the Holy Scriptures in connexion 
with four leading themes which embrace the whole 
subject: 1. The present dispersion and coining 
restoration of the Jewish people. 2. The present 
suffering and coming glory of the elect Church. 
3. The present proud prosperity and coming utter 
destruction of ungodly men. And, 4. The present 
groaning misery and the coming renovation unto 
blessedness of the whole earth. 

It is to the first of these topics that I desire to 
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call your attention, my brethren, on the present 
occasion. 

In our text we learn that blindness, or rejection 
in part, hath happened to Israel only for a time, 
until an appointed season, elsewhere <5alled " the 
times of the Grentiles," shall be fulfilled. This in- 
terpretation of the passage harmonises the apostle's 
meaning with our Lord's statement in the 21st 
chapter of St Luke, " JerusoHem shall he trodden 
down of the Gentiles^ until the times of the Gentiles 
he fulfilled" Blindness in part, saith St Paul, 
hath happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentile times, not persons, shall come in. Not 
persons, because to interpret this clause of persons 
would be to subvert the whole argument of the 
chapter, the drift of which is to prove that as the 
fall of the Jews was the occasion of a blessing to 
the world, in opening a way for the preaching of 
the gospel among the nations — the diminishing of 
the Jews, as the apostle expresses it, thus proving 
the riches of the Grentiles, much more the restora- 
tion of the Jews, shall be life from the dead to the 
whole world. If, however, we interpret the clause 
before us to mean Grentile persons, and so under- 
stand the apostle to say, that before Israel's return 
the fulness of Gtentile persons, or, in other words, 
all mankind, shall be come in ; then to whom can 
Israel's return be " life from the dead" seeing that 
all will be already aUve before her return ? 

Thus the integrity of the apostle's argument, 
and the parallel statement of our Lord, compel us 
to conclude that during th^ times of the Grentiles, 
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or present dispensation, Israel is involved in un- 
belief; but that then the whole nation shall be 
saved, for their Deliverer, or, as it is written in 
Isaiah, " the Redeemer shall come to Zion/** and 
God shall fulfil the promise of His covenant to 
them in taking away their sins. In the meantime, 
as concerning the gospel which they have rejected, 
they are enemies, for the sake of you Gentile 
churches to whom that gospel is come ; but in the 
end, as touching the purpose of God concerning 
that nation, and their selection from among the 
nations, they are beloved for their fathers' sakes. 
The promises made to Abraham^ Isaac, and Jacob, 
concerning their descendants^ considered nationally, 
shall assuredly be fulfilled; for the gifts and calling 
of God are sure, coming from Him with whom 
there is no repentance, no change of mind, no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning. 

To see this subject in its fuU force, we must look 
back before we look forward. Consider, therefore, 
1. The light of Israel previous to Christ's first 
coming. 2. The darkness of Israel since her 
rejection of Christ. And, 3. The predicted bril- 
liancy and blessedness of Israel at the second 
coming of her glorious Messiah. 

1. Before the first coming of the Lord Jesus 
the Jews were the sole depositaries upon earth of 
the saving knowledge of the true God. They were 
the chosen channel for the transmission of the 
promised seed, in whom all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed. And they were the mainspring of 

* Isaiah lix. 20. 

H 
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what may well be called the divine politics of the 
world. Truly, we may exclaim with the prophet, 
that the nation of Israel has been wonderful from 
her beginning hitherto.* 

They were the sole depositaries upon earth of 
the saving knowledge of the true God. ** In 
Jewry'* saith the Psalmist, ** is God knoivn, his 
name is great in Israel/' And by the prophet 
Amos, " Thus spake the Lord of hosts to the 
Jewish nation. You only have I knovm of all the 
families of the earth." There is, indeed, a know- 
ledge of God from which no intelligent creature 
can be hid. His existence is known, being clearly 
seen by the things which He hath made ; so that 
all mankind are without excuse. But the wonders 
of creation tell nothing of the moral charojcter of 
the Creator, and it is in this alone that saving 
knowledge consists. This was confined to the 
Jews. All the other nations upon earth, with 
whatever degrees of clearness they may have known 
the existence of God the Creator, glorified Him not 
as Gt)d the moral governor: ^^ Neither were thank- 
ful ; hut became vain in their irrvagimitions^ and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them- 
selves to be wise, they became fools, and changed 
the glory of the uncorruptible God into an imxige 
rrwud^ like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things/' f With 
what animation does the prophet Isaiah expose 
the idolatry of the nations as contrasted with the 
state of Israel. Isaiah xliii. 9, 10 : " Let all the 

* Isaiah xviii. t Bom. i 21-23. 
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Tuitions he gathered together^ and let the people he 
assembled : who among them can declare this, and 
show us former things f Let them bring farth 
their witnesses, that they may he justified: (yr let 
them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my wit- 
nesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I 
have chosen; that ye may know and helieve me, 
and understand that I am he: he/ore me there was 
no God formed, neither shall there he after me!' 
And xliv. 9 and 19-22 : " They that make a graven 
image are all of them vanity ; and their delectable 
things shall not profit; and they are their oum 
witnesses : they see not, nor know; that they may 
he ashamed. And none considereth in his heart, 
neither is there knowledge Twr understanding to 
say, I have humt part of it in the fire ; yea, also 
I have haked bread upon the coals thereof; I have 
roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the 
residue thereof an ahominationf shall I fall down 
to the stock of a tree? He feedeth on ashes: a 
deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he canr- 
not deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in 
my right hand? Bemember these, Jacob and 
Israel ; far thou art my servant: I have fcyrm/ed 
thee ; thou art my servant : Israel! thou shalt 
Tiot he forgotten of me. I have hlotted out, as a 
thick cUmd, (hy transgressions, and, as a cUmd, thy 
sins : return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.'* 
St Paul, in his sermon at Athens, informs us 
that God winked at that time of ignorance among 
the nations. Thus we see that the Jews alone 
were made acquainted with the true God, and 
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bore to the world the relation of God's special 
witnesses. 

They were also the chosen channel for the trans- 
mission of the promised seed, in whom all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed. In this 
sense, most remarkably, salvation is, and has been, 
of the Jews, The foreordained seed of Abraham, 
to be transmitted from father to son, in the tribe 
of Judah, in the family of David ; and in the ful- 
ness of time to be taken of the substance of a vir- 
gin of the house and lineage of David, and united 
to God in the person of the eternal Word — that 
seed was the shield of a fallen world. There was 
in the Jewish nation a citadel, rendered impreg- 
nable by the predestinating purpose of Jehovah. 
Satan, successful in all other lands, was forced to 
feel that there remained a spot upon earth, against 
which the gates of hell could not prevail ; a stand- 
ing witness of the sovereignty of Him who ruleth 
after the counsel of His own will, in heaven, earth, 
and hell ; a solitary rose blooming in the midst of 
a wild howling wilderness, a specimen and an 
earnest (though a faint one) of what God could 
make the whole earth, of what the whole earth 
shall be made when the appointed time shall come ; 
a nation which contained a tribe, which contained 
a family, which contained the predestinated flesh 
of the God-Man, the Saviour of the world. 

Further, the Jewish nation formed the main 
spring of what may be called the divine politics 
of the world. For their sakes, kings and nations 
were raised up and cast down by the Lord of 
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hosts. Hear the philosophy of ancient Jewish 
history revealed by the Holy Ghost ; hear, ye 
Grentiles ! and be astonished at the loving-kind- 
ness of the God of Israel. His acts of terrific 
judgment upon Israel's enemies are enumerated 
in praise of His mercy : because Israel, to whom 
He was showing mercy, was His son. His first- 
born, higher than the kings of the earth. " 
give thanks unto the Lord ; for he is good : /or 
his mercy endureth for ever. give thanks unto 
the Gtxi of gods: for his mercy endureth for 
ever. give thanks unto the LORD of lords: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. To bim who 
alone doeth great wonders: for his m^rcy enr 
dureth for ever. To him that by wisdom made 
the heavens: for his m/ercy endureth f<yr ever. 
To him that stretched out the earth above the 
waters: for his mercy endureth f<yr ever. To 
him that made great lights : fcyr his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. The sun to rule by day : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. The moon and stars 
to rule by night : for his mercy endureth for ever. 
To him that smote Egypt in their first-bom : for 
his mercy endureth for ever: and brought out 
Israel from among them : for his mercy endur- 
eth for ever. With a strong hand, and with a 
stretched-out arm : for his mercy endureth for 
ever. To him which divided the Red Sea into 
parts : f(yr his mercy endureth for ever. And 
made Israel to pass through the midst of it : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. But overthrew 
Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea: for his 
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mercy endureth for ever. To him which led hi®- 
people through the wilderness: for his mercy 
endureth for ever. To him which smote great 
kings : for his mercy e/ndureih for ever ; and 
slew famous kings: for his rriercy evidureth for 
ever : Sihon, king of the Amorites : for his m^rcy 
efndwreth for ever :. and Og the Mng of Bashan : 
for his mercy ervdureth for ever : and gave their 
land for an heritage : for his mercy eivdureth for 
ever: even an heritage unto Israel his servant: 
f&r his mercy endureth for ever. Who remem- 
bered us in our low estate: for his mercy enr 
durethfor ever: and hath redeemed us from our 
enemies : for his mercy endureth f(yr ever. Who 
giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth 
for ever„ give thanks unto the God of heaven : 
for his mercy endureth for ever,""^ 

Hear, also, what the Lord saith to the king of 
Assyria: "0 Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, 
and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 
Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, when the 
LOED hath performed his whole work upon 
mount Zion, and on Jerusalem, I will punish the 
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and 
the glory^ of his high looks." f Hear, also, what 
the LORD saith of Cyrus : "He is my shepherd, 
and shall perform all my pleasure; even saying 
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple. Thy foundations shall be laid. Thus 
saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue nations be- 

• Psalm cxxxvi t Isaiah x. 5-1?. 
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fore him ; and I will loose the loins of kings, to 
open before him the two-leaved gates; and the 
gates shall not be shut ; I will go before thee, and 
make the crooked places straight: I will break 
in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder 
the bars of iron : and I will give thee the trea- 
sures of darkness, hidden riches of secret places, 
that thou mayest know that I the LOKD, which 
call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 
For Jacob my servant's saJce^ and Israel mine 
elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I 
have sumamed thee, though thou hast not known 
me/'* . 

It is cheering, strengthening, confirming to the 
people of Grod, to know, that what the Jewish 
nation then was, in this respect, the Christian 
Church is now ; that our risen and ascended Lord 
is head over all things for His Church rf and that 
all the proceedings of modem statesmen are as 
directly under His control, and are made as con- 
stantly and infallibly subservient to the best in- 
terests of His chosen, as were the movements of 
Pharaoh, Sennacherib, or Cyrus. This, my breth- 
ren, we do know, on authority not to be gain- 
sayed. And there has seldom, if ever, been a 
period in the history of the Church, when this 
assurance was more needed than at present, for 
her stability and peace. 

But to return. 

The king of Israel came, meek and lowly, sit- 
ting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 

 Isaiah xliv. 28; xlv. 1-4. f Eph. L 20-23. 
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All day long He stretched forth His hands to a 
disobedient and gainsaying people, who would not 
come to Him that they might have life. They 
had expected life without suffering, a crown with- 
out a cross, — ^to go straightforward to glory, as 
those who had never fallen: whereas God's path- 
way to glory, for a fallen creature, is through dis- 
cipline and suffering. The suffering of Christ was 
the rock over which they fell. His humiliation — 
His degradation — in the eyes of man, was the 
stmnblingblock to Israel. He grew up as a ten- 
der plant, as a root out of a dry ground. There 
was neither form nor comeliness in Him — ^as the 
men of this world count comeliness — and when 
they saw Him, they esteemed Him not. Hence 
the complaint of the evangelical prophet, " Whx) 
hath believed our report ?'* or, what is the same 
thing, since faith is of the operation of God, " To 
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed f"*^ 
They rejected their Messiah. They crucified their 
King. So blind were they to their real glory, so 
fascinated with the things of this world, that 
they cried out in suicidal madness, *' We have no 
king but Ccesar !" 

II. We now contemplate the darkness into 
which they have since fallen. Blindness indeed 
hath happened to Israel. Cut off, and cast forth 
among the nations, a byword, a proverb, a taunt, 
according to the sure word of prophecy ; thrown 
as the refuse of society into every country under 
heaven, — oppressed, — tied down and bound imder 

* Isaiah liii. 1-3. 
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penal statutes, — exposed to every species of Indig- 
nity, — one nation after another hath risen in 
almost exterminating cruelty against them, and 
thousands have been put to death merely because 
they were Jews. They have been treated as 
beasts of the field, even amongst the nations of 
Christendom, and to make humiliation still more 
humiliating ; they have, in some parts of the Con- 
tinent of Europe, been made to pay toll on the 
high road ; and the toll exacted from a Jew has 
been the same as that paid for a swine.* Thus 
have indignities of every imaginable description 
been heaped upon the heads of this devoted people. 
Yet, in the midst of all, though scattered and 
peeled among the nations, they have not mingled 
in any way with them, neither have their num- 
bers diminished. Still they continue a numerous 
people, and still they are separated from all the 
tribes of the earth. They have adopted the cus- 
toms of no country whither they have been carried 
captive ; they have espoused the religion of none ; 
they have intermarried with none. They stand 
aloof, at this day from all, a witness and spectacle 
upon earth, of the constant interference of the 
hand of God. History gives us no parallel to this ; 
and it is impossible to account for it in any other 
way than by the fact of Almighty interposition. 
Several attempts have been made to give what 
men call a rational solution of this difficulty : but, 
although conducted by able hands, they have 
proved signal failures ; exposing the weakness of 

* Bee Dr Henderson's Trayels in Russia and Poland. 
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infidelity, even when supported by the most com- 
manding talents ; and so magnifying the wisdom 
of the G-od of Israel, the God of the whole earth. 
Our own times supply a notable instance, in the 
person of a philosophical writer on physiology, who 
sneers at the notion of the existence of immaterial 
beings, and labours to prove that man is mere 
matter, and that what enthusiasts call an im- 
mortal spirit in man, is nothing more than " or- 
ganised brain." 

In his chapter on the causes of the varieties of 
the human species, finding the Jews, amongst 
other classes, forced upon his attention, he thus 
cursorily disposes of this important question: — 
"The Jews exhibit one of the most striking in- 
stances of national formation, unaltered by the 
most various changes. They have been scattered 
for ages over the face of the whole earth; but 
their peculiar religious opinions and practices have 
kept the race uncommonly pure."* Now it must 
be admitted, that this, so far, is not very philoso- 
phical. It is merely sayii^ they are separate, 
because they are separate. The question is, how 
came they to adhere, so strictly and so long, to 
their peculiar religious opinions and practices, 
under the various circumstances of their outward 
condition? The Eomans adopted the opinions 
and practices of the Greeks ; the Goths those of 
the Eomans : and when Christianity was promul- 
gated, Greeks, and Bomans, and Groths, adopted 
the opinions and practices of certain poor Gali- 

* Lawrence on Phyaiology, &c., page 468 ; Edit. 3. 
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leans. How is it, then, that the Jews, scattered 
among all these nations, have kept aloof from 
them aU, retaining all their own peculiar opinions 
and practices ? Surely it is not too much to ex- 
pect that a philosopher, in assigning any reason 
whatever for their so doing, would, if he could, 
give a better reason than that they did so because 
they did so; and, therefore, surely it is not too 
much to conclude, that since he does not give a 
better, he has none better to give. And thus we 
perceive how a well-informed, acute, and useful 
man — a great man, so long as he confines him- 
self to his legitimate sphere — ^unwittingly brings 
glory to God by his own discomfiture, when 
he presumes to assail that holy ground which 
Jehovah hath consecrated to place His name 
there. 

It may be urged that the writer's object was 
simply to enumerate, among the varieties of organ- 
isation, that one exhibited by the Jews, and not at 
all to discuss the question of why they continue a 
separate people. To what purpose, then, is their 
separation spoken of at all? Still more. Why 
is any reason assigned for it ? The truth is, the 
separate state of the Jewish people, in opinion 
and practice, is too closely connected with the 
evidences for the inspiration of the Scripture, to be 
a matter of real, however it may be of affected in- 
difference, to any of our modem Sadducees. 

" There hath visited us a preacher such as never 
preached to a reckless world before, on repentance 
and judgment to come, since the days of Noah ; 
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a preacher who bears the sign of his commission 
stamped upon the man, both in body and in mind ; 
a preacher who, like Adam, can speak from ex- 
perience, of the sorrows of ruin and degradation : 
a preacher who has been preaching ever since the 
Church of Christ upon earth began, and shall preach 
until the end draw nigh. What ? is there indeed 
a comer of Christendom unpenetrated by that 
mysterious stranger, who, bearing in his peculiar 
features the lineaments of Abraham, and thus at 
a glance announcing to us from what high estate 
he hath fallen ; cherishing in his spirit all the 
sullen pride of ruined greatness ; exhibiting in his 
dealings all the caution and timidity of the de- 
spised stranger ! attracting by his attachment to 
the carnalities of his abrogated law, continued 
mockery and derision ; moving by his superstition, 
his obstinacy, and his blindness, the pity of some, 
the contempt of others, the neglect of all ; deprived 
even of the only ordained assurance of pardon, by 
being denied all means of sacrifice ; — and holding 
in his hand the Word of God, without a spirit to 
understand it ; — is there, indeed, any Church in 
Christendom, before which the Jew, this awful 
monitor, has never appeared? Oh I his pro- 
phetical character seems to cling to him still ; 
everjnvhere he appears as Grod's herald to warn 
against disobedience, to proclaim His judgments ; 
and wherever he appears, there should be, as 
in the presence of the prophets of old, humilia- 
tion and awe. Thus doth this preacher, travers- 
ing daily Christ's kingdom, unceasingly admonish. 
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Churches and individuals ; and, standing in our 
luxurious cities, should be to us a« Jonah amid 
Nineveh, sunuuoning us to repentance and mourn- 

Thus they remain, present in all countries, and 
with a home in none : intermixed, and yet sepa- 
rated: neither amalgamated nor lost ; but Kke those 
mountain streams which are said to pass through 
lakes of another kind of water, and keep a native 
quality to repel commixture, they hold communi- 
cation without union, and may be traced as rivers 
without banks, in the midst of the alien element 
which surrounds them. 

Yes, my brethren, only the hand of God can 
do this. The Jew remains a problem which in- 
fidelity can never solve. A nation, now in the 
nineteenth century of her dispersion, as distinct 
from the fluctuating multitudes of the nations, as 
the islands of the ocean are from the surrounding 
waves. The waves rise and fall, rage and sub- 
side again into quietness ; but the firm rooted 
rocks of the islands remain unmoved. The em- 
pires of the earth, fi:om Nimrod to Napoleon, like 
the waves of the sea, have chafed each their little 
hour of rage, (rage, too, in persecuting bitterness 
against the Kock of Judah,) and have each sunk 
out of vision to rise no more. But the Jewish 
nation, the mountain of the Lord's house, based on 
a sure foundation, has stood, and stands, and will 
stand, established in the top of the mountains, that 
all the earth may know and consider, and under- 

• The Church of God, by the Rev. R. W. Eyans, p. 89. 
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stand together, that the hand of the Lord hath 
done it, and the Holy One of Israel hath created 
it, according as it is written : " This people have 
I formed for myself; they shall show forth my 
praise." 

It is upon the vehicle of this nation, then, that 
we cany you forward to one of the most indis- 
putable arguments for the literal interpretation of 
the prophecies, concerning the second coming of 
Christ. For, let us ask, to what end has this 
nation been so preserved ? 

Is there not, in the mere historical fact thus 
detailed to you, a presumption that they have been 
kept for some purpose ? It would seem to have 
been interference in vain to have kept them thus 
separate, if, after all, they were to change with the 
course of time, and finally pass away like other 
nations, or be converted by the ordinary means 
into the Christian Church. But if this nation is 
still to continue a nation, — still to be distinct from 
all other people, — ^if they are to continue to have 
a land, which, though they be exiles from it, is 
still their land, — ^if they have a tenure of that land 
in the sure purpose and promise of God, — ^if they 
have a King, who, though absent, is still their 
King, and who shall reign over them on the throne 
of David for ever, — then we see a reason, an ade- 
quate, a glorious reason, why they should be kept 
on earth, — apart from the nations ; ready for their 
King, while He is kept in heaven, ready for {hem ; 
and when He returns, then shall they be gathered 
from the nations to meet their King, and they shall 
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acknowledge Him as " the Lord their Kighteous- 
NESS," and they shall say in His praise, " not, the 
Lord liveth which brought up the children of 
Israel out oi the land of Egypt ; but, the Lord 
liveth, which brought up, and which led the seed 
of the house of Israel out of the north country, and 
from all the countries whither I had driven them ; 
and they shall dwell in their own land," (Jer. xxiii. 
6-8.) 

HI. This is the subject we now turn to, namely, 
the predicted brilliancy and blessedness of Israel, 
at the second coming of her glorious Messiah. 

" All Israel shall be saved," saith the apostle in 
our text. I do not at present enter into the ques- 
tion suggested by the expression, "in part," in 
this passage. " Blindness in part hath happened 
to Israel.'' It refers to the diflference between the 
nation which was cast away, and that'remnant 
which was not cast away, but which formed a part 
of the Christian Church, and one member of which 
was St Paul himself, (Bom. xi. 1-6.) 

What I wish now to fix your attention upon, is 
the Jewish nation, as such. Blindness is come 
upon them, and must remain upon them, until the 
Gentile times are fulfilled; and then all Israel 
shall be saved, because then the King of Israel, 
the Deliverer, the Eedeemer, shall return, as it is 
written. This is written, as we have seen, in the 
69th chapter of Isaiah, and therefore (it is im- 
portant to observe this) that prophecy cannot 
be applied to the first coming of Christ, by any 
ingenuity of figurative or spiritual application.; 
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because St Paul, writing subsequent to the first 
coming, quotes the prophecy as unfiilfilled in his 
days ; and as there has been no coming of the Re- 
deemer to Zion since then, it follows that the pro- 
phecy is still unfulfilled. 

We now refer to the particulars of that pro- 
phecy, where, after a description of the most awful 
judgments poured out upon Israel, we find the 
Lord turning His hand and proclaiming that they 
shall fear Him, and come and return to Him. 
" So shall they fear the name of the Lord from 
the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun ; 
when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him. And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob ;" 
or, as the apostle quotes it, " shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob." " As for me, this is my 
covenant with them, saith the Lord ; my Spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever." When He shall 
turn them to the knowledge of Jesus, and take away 
all their sin by that blood which alone can cleanse 
from any sin, then this shall be His covenant, — 
that His word which He hath put into their 
mouth shall not depart out of it for ever. 

Mark, then, the divine ecstasy of Isaiah in what 
follows concerning his beloved nation, and what 
forms, you will observe, a part of that prophecy, 
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which we have already proved to be still unful- 
fQled. Carried forward by the Divine Spirit to 
the period of its fulfilment, and having the re- 
stored nation before him, with the Kedeemer come 
to Zion, the prophet addresses her as emerging 
from the darkness in which she has been hitherto 
enveloped, and causing light and glory, and beauty 
to stream forth from her, on every side. " Arise, 
shine, for (hy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen, upon thee." Then, before he pro- 
ceeds with his strain, he glances back at the state 
of the' world up to the period of this great event. 
" For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people : but the Lord «AaB 
rise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 
thee'' Then, to leave it as little ambiguous as 
possible that it is the Jewish nation which is 
thus addressed, he adds, ^^ And the Gentiles shaU 
come to thy light^ and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising." 

The description of prevailing darkness in this 
passage does indeed present a difficulty at first 
sight in the way of our interpretation. For, how- 
ever characteristic such a description may be of 
the state of things previous to the first coming of 
our Lord, the general supposition (adopted with- 
out examination, and fostered in seK-love) is, that 
it is not at all applicable ta the existing state of 
things in these enlightened days. My brethren, 
there is something divinely significant in the 
apostle's warning to tiie Grentile churches : " Be 

not wise in your own conceits!* Much that men 

I 
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call light is pronounced, by the Word of God, to 
be darkness ; and we hesitate not to declare, with- 
out the slightest risk of scriptural refutation, that 
darkness, gross darkness, in spiritual things is the 
true characteristic of the people of all lands to this 
day, not excepting the most favoured country in 
Christendom, and the most educated classes in that 
country. 

General information, useful knowledge, libe- 
rality of sentiment, no bigotry, all creeds alike, — 
these compose the great Diana of our modem 
Ephesians. And what is general information, 
when thus divested of true reUgion? What are 
natural philosophy and natural history, however 
accurately investigated and luminously displayed, 
without the saving knowledge of God ? If they 
deserve the name of light at all, it is but the 
coruscation of a meteor, to be succeeded by en- 
during darkness. Where is the philosopher whose 
attainments in general knowledge can be compared 
with those of Beelzebub, who is, nevertheless, the 
prince of darkness ? We do not depreciate natu- 
ral science. In her own place, and for her legiti- 
mate ends, she commands our most cordial admi- 
ration, and most strenuous support. It is a slander, 
an unfounded and wilful slander against true reli- 
gion, that she either fiears, or frowns on, sound 
philosophy. But when science would usurp the 
seat and sceptre of revelation, and teach men to 
be proud of their own intellect, without or against 
God, it is the province of true religion to tell the 
usurper plainly that her boasted light is darkness, 
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and to sound in her ear the words of the living 
Grod, whether she will hear, or whether she will 
forbear. " Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that 
compass yourselves about with sparks : walk in the 
light o/your fire, and in the sparks that ye have 
kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand, ye 
shaJl lie down in sorrow!' 

And as for much that is called religion in the 
land, is it indeed light, the true light of the ever- 
lasting gospel of God ? I am aware that it is 
called by a variety of most agreeable names, as 
charity, liberality, toleration : but what is its real 
name, descriptive of its real properties? My 
brethren, I say the truth, when I answer it is 
INDIFFERENCE. For, mark well the disciples of 
this school. Is religion the subject of discussion ? 
nothing can exceed their forbearance. Their kind, 
open-hearted candour embraces the whole world 
in self-complacent charity : they speak like very 
lambs. Is anything personal or political the 
theme ? Is the discussion literary or scientific ? 
Is the question at issue a matter of secular busi- 
ness, involving money or money's worth ? Alas ! 
where is the forbearance? Where the charity? 
Where the mild, benignant candour ? Gone, all 
gone 1 In proportion as their feeUngs become 
interested, their tempers become heated, their 
principles bigoted, and their language severe and 
exclusive. Their intolerance and their feelings go 
hand in hand ; and they show no intolerance in 
religion, because they have no real feeling upon 
the subject. Their charity costs them nothing. 
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They resemble children who are totally indifferent 
about the richest treasures of their father, while 
they fight like young tigers about their last new 
plaything. And is not this darkness ? 

On the most momentous of all subjects, their 
language is this, or such as this : " There are, we 
hope, many ways to heaven, whatever differences 
may now exist among men of various parties and 
opinions. After all, there is good sense, and 
practical religion too, in the famous couplet of our 
free-thinking poet— 

. ** For jarring creeds let genseless bigots fight, 
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right." 

Let every man go his own way, then ; his religion 
is between himself and his God : do not interfere 
with other creeds and persuasions : you will only 
exasperate and do harm. True religion is kind : 
there is no harshness in it towards our fellow-crea- 
tures, however differing from ourselves. God is 
merciful over all. I never can believe that a kind 
beneficent being will condemn His creatures to 
everlasting misery for those faults, which a frail 
nature exposed them to, or for that ignorance 
which they could not avoid.'' 

Is not this a fair unexaggerated representation 
of their opinions ? Is it not lamentably true, that 
the prevaiUng tone of what is called Christianity 
around us, has so subsided into a good-natured 
softness, a plausiUe profession of individual humi- 
lity, slyly praising itself, while, at the same time, 
it affects too much diffidence to find. fault with 
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another; that anything approaching the spirit, 
and fire, and zeal, and faith of primitive piety, is 
denounced as fanaticism, or, at least, shrunk from 
and shunned as unholy, because unhumbled im- 
petuosity, needlessly offensive, and, therefore, ex- 
ceedingly injudicious ? Here lies the true secret 
of the great apparent increase of religion among 
us. The visible Church has relaxed in both her 
doctrine and practice. She occupies a lower and 
broader platform than is meet ; and having laid 
a^ide, a^ ultra and umiecessary, much of 4at is 
forbidding to the carnal mind, she has enticed 
multitudes to join hands with her, whose hearts 
are not right with her Lord, and who would nevCT 
have made a show of joining her, had she adhered 
to the faithfulness of her Lord's truth, and the 
holiness of her Lord's example. It is not so much 
that genuine ChriBtianity has increased, as that a 
spurious mixture, diluted down to the palate of 
the world, is passing current for the true. And is 
not this darkness ? 

Hear, ye plausible speakers of smooth things, 
sayiag. Peace, peace, when there is no peace ; hear 
ye the word of the Lord : " There is a way wMch 
seemeth right unto a man, but ihe end Oiereo/ are 
the ways of death" It seemeth right, and leadeth 
unto death : so much for sincerity, that chameleon 
creature, which it has become the fashion to idohse. 
On the authority of the living God, we pronounce 
her a blind guide, promising heaven, and leading 
multitudes innumerable into hell. Hear ye the 
word of the Lord : " Wide is the ga;te, and broad is 
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the vxiy that Uadeth to destruction^ and many there 
be which go in thereai, hecavse straight is the goite 
and nmrow is the way which leadeth unto U/e, and 
few there be that find it" So much for that affec- 
tation of universal charity which proudly contra- 
dicts even God himself, and says, " No ! surely such 
harshness cannot be in God ; no, no, wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to salvation; 
there is more good than evil in the world ; I hope 
the best for all my fellow-creatures." Vain, ground- 
less delusion 1 thou slanderer of Him who was 
charity indeed, who so loved the children of men, 
that He poured out His soul even unto death to 
save them, while He spake unto them plain and 
faithful things ! thou false friend, who coverest 
over the surface of the sinner's wound, and leavest 
the mortifying venom to work its work of death 
within, how long shall this be in thine heart, to 
daub the wall with untempered mortar; to prophesy 
lies, and cause My people to forget My name by 
your dreams, saith the Lord. He that hath a 
dream, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath My 
word, let him speak My word faithfully. What is 
the chaff to the wheat ? saith the Lord. Is not 
My word like as a fire ? saith the Lord ; and like 
a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? 
(Jer. xxiii. 26-29.) 

But is not true religion, the genuine light of the 
gospel, amazingly increased in the world, and espe- 
cially in our own land ? Thanks be unto Gt)d, 
who has never left Himself without witnesses : the 
gates of heU can never prevail against the true 
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Church of His dear Son ; and in joy and gladness 
do we recognise the out-stretched arm of His al- 
mighty grace, snatching brands from the burning, 
and adding to the Church daily such as shall be 
saved. To be instrumental in this glorious work 
is our best privilege, our highest, purest, most con- 
straining joy. But the light which thus shines in 
the l)ody of Christ, though inextinguishable by all 
the power, and craft, and subtlety of the devil, or 
man, or both ; and though a faithful and true wit- 
ness ior the Most High, nobly confessing the absent 
king even in the rebel's camp, is yet too small to 
deliver the nations from the wide-spreading dark- 
ness It can no more enlighten the world by its 
presmt means of self-extension, previous to the 
return of the Saviour, and the restoration of the 
Jew^ than the light-houses on our coast can spread 
radiance across the ocean. They supply, each in 
its snail locality, a true, and steady, and most 
valudble beacon, but the broad bosom of the ocean 
remans sunk in darkness till the returning sun 
gUdeagain the eastern horizon. 

L<t darhneas be put for ignorance of, and en- 
mitj against, God ; His character, infinitely per- 
fect in every attribute; His revealed truth in Jesus 
Chrjst; His special providence ; His long-suffering 
patence ; and His coming judgment : and it is evi- 
deit to all who have spiritual discernment, that this 
firi clause in the second verse of Isaiah Ix., pre- 
serts no real difficulty. Some of the succeeding 
veses are abundantly precise. " The sons of 
st/mgers shall build up thy tvaUs, and their kings 
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shall minister unto thee : for in my wrath I smote 
thee, hat in my favour have I had m/ercy on thee!' 
It would be difficult to find words more accurately 
and oomprehenflively descriptive of the Jewish his- 
tory. The prophet proceeds: " Therefore thy gates 
shall be open continually : they shall not be jhut 
day nor night ; that men may bring unto thee the 
forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be 
brought. For the nation and kingdom thai will 
not serve thee shall perish ; yea, those nations shall 
be utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall 
come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the 
box together, to beautify the place of My sanctiary ; 
and I will make the place of My feet glorious. The 
sons also of them that afflicted thee shall <ome 
bending unto thee ; and aU they that despised nhee, 
shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; 
and they shall call thee, The City of the Lord The 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou 
hast been forsaken and hated, so that no manwent 
through thee, I will make thee an eternal excelincy , 
a joy of many generations. Thou shalt also suck 
the milk of the Gentiles, and shall suck the bijasts 
of kings ; and thou shalt know that I, the Idrd, 
am thy Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the Mighty 
One of Jacob." 

Similar is the prediction of the prophet Mcah 
upon this subject: "In that day, saith the Lcrd, 
will I assemble her that halteth, and I wiU gatier 
her that is driven out, and her that I have afflictid; 
and I wlQ make her that halted a remnant, md 
her that was cast far off a strong nation ; and h^ 
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Lord shall reign over them in mount Zian from 
Jience/orthf even for ever. And thou, Tower of 
the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, 
unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion ; 
the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jeru- 
salem," (Micah iv. 6-8.) 

And the prophet Zechariah, in like manner, 
declares the glory of the Jewish nation, when her 
Grod and Saviour shall return to her. " Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts : It shall yet come to pass, that 
there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many 
cities : and the inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before 
the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts ; I will go 
also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall 
come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and 
to pray before the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, In those days it shall came to pass, that ten 
men shall take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We wiU go with you ; for 
we have heard that Grod is with you," (Zech. viii. 
20-23.) 

Now contemplate this whole subject in one 
view. Gk)d has divided His great proceeding 
with this world into four steps : 1. He took a 
nation circumcised in His name, and having an 
elect people within it, saved by His grace. 2. He 
has taken a number of nations (stiU a small num- 
ber, compared with all mankind) baptized in His 
name, and having an elect people within them, 
saved by His grace. Here as yet He pauses ! 3. He 
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will take a saved nation, the Jews, the first that 
ever will be saved as a nation. There is no such 
thing now as a saved nation, nor ever has been : 
though there are, and have been, nations called by 
the Saviour's name. The first nation that shall 
ever appear on the face of the earth, of whom it 
can be truly said, they all know and love the Lord, 
from the least unto the greatest, will be the restored 
Jewish nation. 4. The fourth step is the gathering 
of all the nations to the brightness of Judah's light, 
and to the glory of her rising. " What shall the 
receiving of her be, but life from the dead?" 

Thus God has concluded all in unbelief, that He 
might have mercy upon all. " the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out ! For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
or who hath first given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again ? For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things : to whom 
be glory for ever.* Amen." 

* See Eom. zi. passim. 



SERMON V. 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN 
ITS CONNEXION WITH THE PRESENT SUFFERING, 
AND COMING GLORY OF THE SAINTS I THE PRE- 
SENT PROUD PROSPERITY AND COMING UTTER 
DESTRUCTION OF THE UNGODLY. 

" Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribula- 
tion to them that trouble you ; and to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heayen with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power." — 2 Thes. 1. 6-9. 

THESE axe tremendous words ! 
Following the selected services of the Church 
at this season, the second advent of the Lord Jesus 
is still OUT subject. I have set before you the great 
fact : its time, and nature ; some of the signs pre- 
dicted to precede it : and its connexion with the 
history of Israel, that wonderful people, God's wit- 
nesses from generation to generation. 

My present intention is to show its connexion 
with the suffering now, and the glory hereafter, of 
the children of God : the proud prosperity now, 
and the utter destruction hereafter, of ungodly men. 



140 RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION AT See. 

For this purpose I have selected the comprehen- 
sive statement of our text, in which the apostle 
declares, in words that burn, what the Lord will 
do at His coming, both to the suffering believer, 
and to the hitherto triumphant oppressor. 

Of the origin of the church at Thessalonica we 
read in the 17th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. 
When St Paul was itinerating from city to city, 
preaching both to Jews and Greeks the everlasting 
gospel of the grace of God ; amongst other places 
he came to Thessalonica, " where was a synagogtie 
of the Jews : and Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned tvith 
them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging 
that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead ; and that this Jesus, whom I 
preach to you, the despised Nazarene, is Christ, the 
anointed one of God, predicted by the prophets. 
And some of them believed and consorted tvith 
Paul and Silas ; and of the devout Greeks a great 
multitude, and of the chief women not a few" 
Thus was laid the foundation of a Christian church 
in Thessalonica, consisting not of Jews only ; there 
were in it a multitude of Greeks : neither of the 
Greeks only, for some of the Jews believed : not 
all the Jews in the city, as is evident from the 
sequel, nor all the Greeks, but some chosen indi- 
viduals from amongst each class.* 

No sooner were these persons called of God, than 
they began to suffer persecution from men. No 

* See 1 These, i. 4, 5 ; and compare 2 These, ii 13, 14. 
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sooner did a Thessalonian Isaac begin to move in 
the city, than he felt the hatred of the Thessalonian 
Ishmael. The chief enmity was, of course, directed 
against the apostle himseh, and he was obUged to 
leave the place, in compKance with that command 
of his Divine Master, " When they persecute you in 
one city, flee ye to another :" but though absent 
from them in person, his heart was touched with 
care for them, in common with all the churches : 
and under the umnediate guidance of the Holy 
Ghost, he addressed two epistles to them. In the 
good providence of God, these epistles have been 
preserved for our instruction, and no conmiunica- 
tion from God to man can be more direct than their 
language to us. Their opening address, ** Paul 
and Sylvanus and Timotheua, unto the Church of 
the Thessahnians," &c., may be paraphrased thus : 
The ministers of Jesus Christ at a particular time 
to the believing people of Christ in some particular 
city or country at that time — ^Augustine and Cy- 
prian to the Church of the Carthaginians ; Luther 
and Melanchthon to the Church of the Grermans ; 
Cranmer, Latuner, Eidley, to the Church of the 
Enghsh : and thus, beloved brethren, these epistles 
are addressed to you. For as God takes care that 
there shall be a constant succession of believers, so 
also He takes care that there shall be a constant 
succession of ministers ; and the language of these, 
and of all the epistles, abides in full force, and in a 
standing uninterrupted application, as the language 
of God ; addressed, by the instrumentaUty of the 
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faithful mimBters of Christ, lawfully appointed in 
succession from the apostles, unto the Churches of 
God in all the earth. 

After the apostolical salutation, he says, at the 
3d verse of this chapter from whence our text is 
taken, " We are houvd to thank God always for 
you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith 
groweth eocceedinjgly, and the charity of every one 
of ywi all towards ea^h otJier ahoundeth'' Their 
faith was not merely a historical assent to facts. 
Such an assent cannot grow. We can be no more 
than assured of a fact. But true Christian faith 
does grow exceedingly. It lays hold of the Word 
of God, not only as a record of facts which have 
actually taken place, but also as a witness for un- 
seen and eternal things. It grows : and with its 
growth the power of things invisible becomes more 
and more dominant over the heart and life. This 
is manifested by oflfices of love, abounding love. 
These are the general characteristics of a Christiaa 
Church, growing faith, and abounding love ; every 
thing progressive, as the rising sun shining more 
and more unto the perfect day. For these, where 
we behold them, we are bound to thank God. He 
alone giveth the increase. The apostle proceeds, 
(verse 4,) " so that we ourselves glory in you in the 
churches of God for your patience and faith in all 
your persecutions and tribulations that ye eTidure," 
Persecution and tribulation for the sake of Chris- 
tian faithfulness are the common lot of the people 
of God during this dispensation. They are here 
spoken of as a matter of course. No surprise is 
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expressed at their existence, only thankfulness to 
Grod for the patience and faith with which they, 
were endured. A more direct testimony on this 
point was contained in the apostle's first epistle to 
this church, when he told them (iii. 3, 4) " that no 
man should be moved by these afflictions ; for y<mr- 
selves know that we are appointed thereunto. For 
verily^ wh£n we were with you^ we told you before 
that we should suffer tribulation ; even as it came 
to pass, and ye hnow'' Similar to this is the 
language of our Lord, and of the other apostles ; 
and the state of things so described must so con- 
tinue until the arrival of that grand crisis which is 
under our consideration — ^the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.. 

From this 4th verse we learn further, that it is 
lawful for a minister to glory, or boast, of his be- 
lieving and obedient people, to other churches : not 
indeed of any native excellences in themselves; not 
of their numbers, their riches, their temporal in- 
fluence, their talents, or superiority in anything 
natural, which could minister to their pride : but 
of the manifestations of Grod's power in them, sus- 
taining them in patience, by faith, under grievous 
trials, (verse 5,) " which is a manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God, that ye mxiy be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also 
suffer" The fact that they were providentially 
called to endurance, combined with the fact that 
they were graciously enabled to endure patiently 
and in faith, supplied to the apostle a manifest 
proof of God's righteous dealings with them, pre- 
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paring them for the enjoyment of His glorious 
kingdom. 

Worthy is used in. two senses, to express, 1, 
merit; and, 2, meetness. A beautiful illustration 
of this is supplied by our conmiunion service. As 
touching merit, we declare that we are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under the Lord's 
table: but as touching meetness, we insist upon the 
necessity of worthiness; saying, that if we eat and 
drink unworthily, we eat and drink our own danma- 
tion. He who thinks himseK worthy in the sense of 
merit, is iitterly unworthy in the sense of meetness. 

The sense in the passage now before us, is meet- 
ness. From the sufferings, as weU as &om the 
doings of creatures, in their highest and most per- 
fect condition, merit is, and must be, for ever ex- 
cluded; but there is something in suffering, when 
meekly and patiently endured, in the faith of God's 
merciful love: there is something in the rod, when 
the soul is humbled, in trembling cheerfulness to 
kiss the rod; which has a mighty effect upon the 
character, in producing meetness, or suitable- 
ness, or worthiness, for the inheritance of the 
kingdom of God. 

In the contemplation of all this, the apostle gives 
thanks to God, and proceeds to inform the church 
what the Lord will do, not with them only who 
suffer, but also with their enemies who caused them 
to suffer. This is remarkable. According to the 
estimate which we sometimes hear of charity, it 
would have been more kind, more gentle, more 
Christian, more meek-spirited, for the apostle to 
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have comforted the brethren, without mentioning 
their enemies ; to have set before them their own 
high expectations, without turning their attention 
to the suflferings of the ungodly, or disturbing the 
minds of his r^ers by such words as "vengeance," 
" flaming fire," and ** everlasting destruction." 
There is no more common feeling among the peo- 
ple of the world, who fancy themselves Christians, 
but who have Uttle anxiety about the glory of God, 
than that it is unchristian to use harsh words. My 
brethren, the Bible is full of them: the glory of 
God must be consulted; and whatever human feel- 
ing may say, it ought to be enough for the believer 
to find that the Holy Ghost, the God of true love 
— (not that plausible professing love, which is in 
truth barbarity — for it leaves the sinner in his sins 
to perish) — has uttered these words by the apostle, 
declaring, with awful plainness, the approaching 
doom of the troublers of the brethren : " Tfiey 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power," It is a righteous thing, he says, for God to 
do this. 

God is righteous: essentially, unalterably, eter- 
nally righteous. He will. He can do nothing but 
what is righteous. In His management of this 
world, during this present dispensation, or as we 
conmionly express it, in Divine Providence, there 
are many things which seem to* us to be unright- 
eous. In the language of one of our poets, 

" That vice should triumph, virtue vice obey. 
Here springs a doubt of Providence's sway." 
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And, certainly, that dishonest men should thrive 
upon the gains of fraudulent dealing, and men of 
strict principle be defrauded, and imposed upon, 
and laughed at ; that plausible, fawning hypo- 
crites should succeed in their wily schemes, and 
fast^i evil reports, false charges, sorrows, persecu- 
tions, losses, upon their sincere and upright and 
unsuspecting neighbours ; that such a man as 
Henry Martyn, whose whole heart and soul and life 
were devoted to the service of God, should be 
afflicted with pain and sickness, and cut off in the 
bloom of his age, while such a man as Carlile, 
who publicly tramples upon the Bible, and defies 
God to strike him dead, should be spared in health 
and strength, and ease, to an old age ; — ^these and 
such-like are startling things to creatures such as 
we are, forming such opinions as we form, and can- 
not but form, concerning Goodness and Omm'po- 
tence. But this is our infirmity. There is an old 
proverb, which, without the slightest irreverence, 
but in all holy solemnity, may be applied to this : 
" Fools and children should not judge of half-done 
work/' A wise man who can understand the plan 
and end of the work, may form a correct judgment 
of the progress. An architect and a conmion la- 
bourer look with very different eyes and minds upon 
the foundation of a complicated but well-planned 
building. Touching God's great work in provi- 
dence, the wisest -man upon earth is but a fool, or 
a child, or an untutored labourer. It is as yet but 
half-done work. The foundation is indeed laid, 
and the work in progress, and the great Architect 
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beholds the plan and end. The end will explain 
all. Providence is the enigma: judgment the solu- 
tion. Nothing but the judgment can throw light, 
true light, upon the dark places of providence. 
Now, aa the judgment of God is entirely a matter 
of prophecy to us, it follows that except as we study 
and understand prophecy, and believe what is 
therein revealed, we have no true satisfactory light 
in the contemplation of Providence. The utmost 
that can be accomplished on this point, by human 
sagacity, is a successful appeal to hmnan ignorance. 
Difficulties similar to those we meet with in moral 
providence are shown to exist in the natural world. 
Nature, in all her procedure, is taken for granted 
to be God's work; and thence it is concluded, and 
most forcibly, that it would be unreasonable to 
deny His moral government, on account of difficul- 
ties similar to those, to which we must submit in 
the natural world. This after all is, as I have said, 
but an argumentum ad ignorantiam. But the vol- 
ume of prophecy contains information upon the 
subject. It supplies that measure of information 
which it has pleased God to bestow; and which 
will be found very satisfactory, both as regards the 
natural and the moral state of this present evil 
world. It supplies warning also; and thus ad- 
dresses itself to the hopes and fears of every man 
who believes it. 

But if men wiU not study the word of prophecy, 
— it they will persevere in saying, " Prophecy was 
intended only for evidence after it is fulffiled, and 
every attempt to elucidate its meaning previously 
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must be fanciful and vain/' — ^then they wilfully de- 
prive themselves of divine information concerning 
the character of God's present patience, and divine 
warning concerning the nature of Grod s coming 
judgment 

St Paul beheld the providence of God over the 
church of the Thessalonians. It was dark. The 
people of God, who had forsaken idolatry, and were 
waiting for the coming Christ, were persecuted and 
in affliction. The wicked heathen and Jewish per- 
secutors were prosperous and powerful. How shall 
the apostle view this state of things as righteous ? 
And how shall he minister consolation to the saints, 
who were suffering under it? Impossible, without 
reference to prophecy. This, however, throws light 
upon the whole matter. It not only holds out hope 
in the end, but it reflects back righteousness upon 
the various steps of the progress. Here are unde- 
served suffering on one side, and unprovoked 
persecution on the other; and God seems to dis- 
regard it! Yet all is righteous, when looked upon 
as part of a great whole. Viewed as detached 
links, many things seem utterly disproportionate ; 
but seen in the universal chain, and connected with 
the great encZ, all things are beautifully harmo- 
nious. The end is judgment: the righteous judg- 
ment of God: judgment twofold. Tribulation to 
the troublers: rest to the troubled. Vengeance, 
flaming fire, everlasting destruction to the persecu- 
tors : the kingdom of God, and the glory and beauty 
of the Ldrd Jesus Christ, to the persecuted for 
righteousness' sake. The time also of the judgment 
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is here distinctly declared: ** When the Lord Jems 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels" 

It is true, this judgment did not come during 
the lifetime of the suffering Thessalonians. It has 
not yet come. But God deals with and addresses 
His Church as an aggregate continuous body, — a 
sort of corporation, which lives from generation 
to generation. The last generation of it shall not 
die,* but be transformed in a moment into the like- 
ness of their returning Lord; and so, at once, be 
eyewitness of His rectifying judgment. The Church 
is addressed in. the Bible as if each generation might 
be the last-f Thus each successive generation, that 
gives heed to the Bible, is kept watchful; the 
language of the Bible is kept in perpetual appli- 
cation; and shall at last find its fulfilment to the 
very letter. It is true, that in the meantime many 
generations have fallen short of the predicted judg- 
ment; and, had the Word of God been constructed 
for special application to their individual case, it 
might seem to have passed away with them. But 
it is constructed with such an eye to the corporate 
aspect of the Church, that while year after year bears 
testimony to the truth that all flesh is grass, and 
all the goodness thereof is as the flower of the field, 
the grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word 
of our God abideth for ever. 

The time is short in the sight of God. With 
him a thousand years are as one day. The Chris- 

* 1 Theas. iv. 15-17 ; 1 Cor. xv. 51. 

t Matt. xxiv. 42-44 ; PhiL iiL 20, 21 ; James v. 7, 8. 
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tian Church has not yet been two days suffering ; 
and the third day is the resurrection ! The end is 
sure. The day of the Lord will come; for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The world, in 
its present state, is not to last for ever. Genera- 
tions of mankind are not to continue to succeed 
one another, son after father, as they have done. 
Kingdoms on the earth are not to rise and fall in 
interminable succession. Transactions of business, 
commercial speculations, shipments and returns — 
my brethren, these are not everlasting things. A 
change, complete, fundamental, and as unexpected 
as complete, will take place suddenly. In the 
midst of all the business and bustle, and merri- 
ment of a giddy world ; even while the preached 
and published warnings of the ambassadors for 
Christ are neglected, and the deceitful hearts of 
men are whispering to themselves and to their 
posterities, peace and safety : " Behold ! tJie Lord 
himsel/ shall descend from heaven, with the voice 
o^the archangel, and the trump of God ! " 

We have already seen the issue, both to His 
friends and enemies. 1. "He shall come to be 
glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe, in that day." The expression 
in this verse is remarkable ; to be admired in all 
them that believe. ('JSN iraxn tol<; wcoTevovacvJ) 
His image will be manifested in each of them. 
Their souls wiU be completely conformed to the 
mind of God, as revealed in the human soul of 
Jesus ; and their bodies transformed into a perfect 
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fiimilitude of the glorified body of Jesus. Each 
will behold and admire Jesus in every other ; every 
stone of the temple reflecting the image of the* 
presiding Lord of the temple, and every voice, as 
with one note of simultaneous joy, giving praise, 
and honour, and glory, to Him who is the sure 
foundation-stone, the chief corner-stone^ the head- 
stone of the comer. 

This is salvation perfected — soul and body. It 
began in the soul of each with the first movements 
of the Holy Ghost, teaching the sinner to believe 
and trust in Jesus ; to hate sin, in the poUution of 
it ; and to hate it more and more in proportion as 
he became more and more assured that he was 
freely and completely delivered from all condem- 
nation for it. It proceeded further, when the 
believer was enabled, by the same Spirit, to adorn, 
before men, the doctrine of God his Saviour, by 
bringing forth fruits of righteousness. It advanced 
when the believer was strengthened to glory in 
tribulation also, knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience, and patience gives experience, and ex- 
perience increases hope, and hope, though long de- 
ferred, maketh not ashamed, because it is grounded 
on the sure word of God ; and the love of God is 
shed abroad in the heart, leading it in meekness of 
wisdom to read and kiss the rod. It advanced 
again when the believer was called to lay aside his 
earthly house of this tabernacle, and being absent 
from the body, to be present with the Lord. And 
it shall advance finally, and to perfection, when the 



I S 2 RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION AT See. 

believer, receiving back again his body, immortal,, 
inconniptible, glorious, shall see Jesus as He is, 
and be like Him, and be with Him for ever. 

Have patience, then, dear Christian brethren. 
I speak to those who have faith, whose faith grow- 
eth, and whose love to one another aboundeth. I 
speak to those who have sorrow under the afflicting 
hand of God, or persecution, it may be, from the 
enmity of men; not, indeed, the rack, the fagot, 
or the sword, (glory be to God, who hath in this 
favoured land restrained the violence of human 
passion by the barrier of human laws I) but the 
tongue that stings; the supercilious scorn that 
wounds ; the adroitly-pointed ridicule, that provoke 
retaliation, bitterly repented of the next moment; 
or the cunningly-devised falsehood, which, with 
some remote appearance of truth maliciously laid 
hold of, succeeds in affixing a stain upon your 
Christian reputation. Oh, have patience ; exer- 
cising that faith which " overcometh the world." 
" He that believeth shall not make hasted You 
are now often compelled to eat the bread of sorrow, 
and drink the cup of affliction; but yet a little 
while and your Lord will come, and He wiU give 
you to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God. You are now often com- 
pelled to groan, being burdened in a body of sin 
and death, and are exposed to trials which are 
more severe to your affectionate hearts than death 
itself; but yet a little while and your Lord will 
come, and you shall not be hurt of the second 
death. You are now forced to feel your weakness, 
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and the utter incapacity under which you labour 
to defend yourselves against your powerful enemies 
around you ; but yet a little while and your Lord 
will come, and He will give you power over the 
persecuting nations, to rule them with a rod of 
iron — aa the vessels of a potter shaU they be broken 
to pieces ; and He will give you the morning star. 
You are now compelled to sit down as a poor 
desolate widow, rejected and scorned, and cast out 
as the offscouring of all things; but be of good 
cheer, yet once a little while and your Lord will 
come, and He will give unto you to sit down with 
Him in His throne, even as He himseK has in the 
meantime sat down in the Father's throne. Oh, 
let patience have her perfect work ; repose your- 
selves on the unseen but ever-present arm of the 
Lord; seek not by any carnal device to escape from 
trial or from duty ; be faithful unto death, and He 
will give you a crown of life. If you suffer with 
Him, ye shall also reign with Him. He will 
righteously recompense unto you rest. You shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither 
shall the sun light on you, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed you, and shall lead you unto living fountains 
of waters ; and God shall wipe away all tears from 
your eyes.* 

II. But, oh ! there is another, and a fearful side 
to this picture. To the troubled, rest ; but to the 
troublers — oh I gracious God I are there any such 
here present; hearing the gospel from curiosity, 

* See Bey. iL and ill. throughout, and vii 18-17. 
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or controversy, or custom, but rejecting the gospel, 
and therefore hanging on the verge of everlasting 
destruction I Great Grod ! teach them by the 
word of the Lord to know and believe the terrors 
of the Lord, and to flee from the wrath to come ! 

Fellow-sinners, hear me. Because you have no 
changes, therefore you fear not God. You abuse 
the merciful and patient uniformity of God's deal- 
ings in providence into a secret plea for infidelity. 
And because judgment is not speedily executed 
against worldly-mindedness, your hearts are fully 
set in you to be worldly-minded. Judgment does 
not indeed come speedily, as man counts speed ; 
but it comes surely. You are warned by word 
and deed. God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell. He spared not the 
old world, but brought an exterminating deluge 
upon the imgodly. He set forth Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as an example, sufltering the vengeance 
of eternal fire. He spared not the impenitent 
Egyptians, but overthrew them in the Ked Sea ; 
nor the impenitent Amorites, but gave commission 
to the sword of Joshua to leave none remaining, 
but utterly destroy all that breathed ; nor the 
Assyrians, nor the Babylonians; nay, he spared 
not Jerusalem herself, but addressed these words 
of terror to her, a prelude to her destruction, Fill 
ye up then, said the Lord Jesus to that incorrigible 
people, who refused to be warned, after all the 
long-suffering patience of God with the many 
generations who had gone before them : "FUl ye 
up then the measure of your fathers. Ye ser- 
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pents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell ? Wherefore, behold, I 
send nnto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes; 
and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and 
some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, 
and persecute them from city to city. That upon 
you may- come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto 
the blood of Zecharias, son of Barachias, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I 
flay unto you. All these things shall come upon 
this generation. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. '' * 

Men and brethren, are all these warnings to be 
thrown away upon you ? In the Lord's language 
to Jerusalem, we perceive the great and terrible 
truth that the climax of the judgment falls upon 
the last generation. All these things are written 
for our learning, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. Each succeeding generation of wicked 
men has been living in aggravated wickedness; 
not merely in their own individual transgressions, 
but in transgression under the peculiar circum- 
stances of longer delayed retribution — transgres- 
sion under the peculiar provocation of despising so 
much more patience, f Thus, the longer the 
patience of God waits, the more inexcusable be- 

 Matt, xxiii. 32-88. t See Rom. ii 4-6. 
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comes the wickedness of men. Each generation 
inherits a bm*den of transgression from their fathers, 
adds their own to it, and bequeaths it thus in- 
creased to their children. The long-suspended 
blow is gathering strength ; and when it falls, it 
will fall with an energy of vengeance and utter 
ruin, collected from the accumulated provocation 
of many generations. Thus, while the Lord waits 
to be gracious, sin, persevered in, becomes more 
aggravated in its guilt ; and judgment deferred, 
becomes more overwhelming in its character. And 
the end shall be as the end of Jerusalem. The 
climax of the judgment shall fall upon the last 
generation of the unconverted, the generation which 
shall be alive on the earth when the Lord Jesus 
shall descend from heaven. All the generations 
of mankind who have died in impenitence and 
unbelief must indeed be finally ruined; but there 
is a peculiarity of instantaneous and perfected 
damnation, soul and body, which awaits the last 
generation. 

Destruction! everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power 1 I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies 
of God — the all-sufficient, redeeming mercies of 
God, as yet freely proclaimed to you in the blood 
of Jesus Christ, and saying to you with all the 
urgency of intense affection. Behold, now is the 
appointed time — to consider deeply what destruc- 
tion means. 

It is truth Tcnown too late! It is penetrating 
conviction of sin, when there remains no sacrifice 
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for the forgiveness of sin. It is pollution felt to 
be misery, combined with the certainty that holi- 
ness is now for ever unattainable. It is iniquity 
in perpetuity. It is to be effectually deprived of 
all carnal callousness, all stupefying worldly- 
mindedness, all hardening infidelity ; to be forced 
to think and feel, and to find thought and feeling 
agony. It is to shrink from the relentless fury of 
the storm, when shelter has become absolutely 
hopeless; to cast a look of desperate wretched- 
ness at the ascending ark, while the fiery flood 
below encircles the writhing body, and the bright- 
ness of the glory of the long-despised Jesus pierces 
the impotent and despicable, but still malignant 
soul. It is to see the saints whom you hated and 
jeered, and slandered, delivered from all your 
malice, and exalted to glory; yea, to see that 
your persecution of them gave occasion to them 
of exercising those graces which have enlarged 
their capacities for the enjoyment of eternal glory : 
to be provoked to madness by their prosperity; 
and still more, by discovering that in the righteous 
judgment of God, the time has come when they 
shall triumph in holy indignation over your de- 
served ruin. They shall be so entirely on the 
Lord's side — ^their minds and wills so harmonised 
with His — that when it becomes a righteous thing 
in Him to take vengeance, it will be a righteous 
thing in them to rejoice at it. While on earth 
they wished you well, and did you good in spite of 
all your opposition: they prayed for you, and 
would not be provoked by all your ill treatment of 
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them. You could not understand their principles 
of forgiving love, which they had learned in the 
cross of Christ ; and being actuated only by your 
own maxims of human pride, you despised, or 
affected to despise, their littleness and want of 
spirit. But now the principles of judgment and 
justice are in action. The Lord Jesus Christ is re- 
vealed from heaven in flaming fire, and His saints 
are called to sing hallelujahs, while they behold 
the ascending smoke of your eternal torments.* 
" The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the ven- 
geance ; he shall tvash his feet in the bhod of the 
wicked/' f The enigma of providence shall be 
finished. The solution of judgment shall be mani- 
fested, not in some hitherto untried region of 
creation, but in the earth — " So that a man shaU 
say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 
verily he is a God thatjvdgeth in the earth J' % 

Brethren, you are touched and awed under the 
Word of God. What a solenm stillness pervades 
this dense multitude ! What a moment of deq) 
responsibility to many souls I Conscience is at 
work. God has not left Himself without witness 
in any of you. A secret impression even now rises 
out of the depth of your moral being, as if it were 
the whisper of an angel, exacting from you an in- 
ward resolution to be more serious, more in earnest 
about eternity, more concerned about your soul s 
salvation. My dearly beloved in the Lord, en- 
courage the heavenly visitant ; yield to the thrill- 

• Rer. xix. 1-3. + Psalm Iviii. 10. 

X Paalm Iviil. 11. 
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ing emotion which would cast you in prostrate con- 
fession of your sins, before the cross of Jesus. He 
will not quench the smoking flax, nor break the 
bruised reed. No ; He is ready and willing, in- 
finitely so, in loving-kindness and tender mercy, to 
invigorate and mature such struggling impressions 
by the grace and power of the Holy Ghost. 

Gro home, then, and enter into your chambers, 
and shut to your doors, and cry earnestly to God, 
as men who really mean what they say ; imploring 
Him in much mercy, not to suffer your present 
convictions to subside ; not to suffer your hearts to 
be again ensnared by the idolatry of the businesses, 
amusements, follies, and corruptions of this evil 
world ; but to give you that sanctifying energy of 
eternal life, which will cause you to realise His 
authority and appointment in all the duties of your 
station; to perform them as so many acts of obedi- 
ence to Him, inclusive indeed of your own advantage 
and reputation, yet still not ultimately for yourself, 
but unto God, and thus to convert the commonest 
occupations, yea, even the very drudgeries of life, 
into means of grace; entering into the blessed 
experience of that apostolical combination of the 
Christian character — " imt slothful in husmess^ fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord''* 

* Bom. xii. 11. 



SEEMON VI. 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN 
ITS CONNEXION WITH THE PRESENT GROANING 
MISERY, AND THE COMING RENOVATION UNTO 
BLESSEDNESS OF THE WHOLE EARTH. 

'' And he that gat upon the throne said, Behold, I make al^ 
things new. And he said unto me^ Write : for these words 
are true and faithful." — Rev. zzi. 5. 

WE have now reached the termination of that 
season during which our Church services 
direct our special attention to the second advent of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I do not use 
a figure of exaggerated speech, but a plain truth, 
plainly expressed, when I say that no subject is 
more frequently or copiously spoken of in the Holy 
Scriptures. And no wonder : for it is the crown- 
ing subject of all, towards which every intermediate 
subject tends. It is the final chorus, in which all 
the harmony of prophecy combines. It is the ocean 
into which all the streams of revelation empty them- 
selves as their great home. Sin and misery till He 
comes; righteousness and happiness at His coming! 
Groanings and agony till He comes ; songs of 
triumph at His coining I Faint glimmerings of 
hope, amidst surrounding and prevailing darkness, 
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and desolation, and despair, till He comes ; — ever- 
lasting light, and life, and joy, and love, at His 
coming ! These are the cadences which continually 
fall upon our ear from the sacred harp. 

We have already contemplated the scriptural 
connexion of this great subject with the restoration 
of the Jewish naticm, the resurrection of the Chris- 
tian Church, and the everlasting destruction of the 
unbelieving opposers and neglecters of the gospel. 
Our present object is to consider the connexion of 
the Lord's coming with the consequent blessedness 
of the whole earth. 

1. It is difficult for us to apprehend how Omnipo- 
tence can be engaged in any continued conflict ; 
because, on the side of Omnipotence there neces- 
sarily exists the ability to put an end to all opposi- 
tion in a moment. When with almighty power 
we associate infinite goodness, and when we per- 
ceive that the conflict maintained is against wicked- 
ness, the difficulty to our apprehension is increased; 
because on the side of infinite goodness there neces- 
sarily exists the will to put an end to all wicked- 
ness. Infinite power, against which all resistance 
is utterly hopeless : and infinite goodness, in which 
there nev^ can be the slightest mixture of evil — 
these form the simplest and most comprehensive 
idea of the character of God ; the unobstructed 
triumph of these is but another mode of expressing 
what St Paul designates by God being all in all. 
Enchanting prospect, to be realised at the coming 
and kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ ; God all in 
all ! His character known, His name hallowed, Hia 
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will done on earth as it is in heaven ! Oh, is it 
possible that we, even we, shall ever be inhabit- 
ants of that happy land, citizens of that glorious 
citj' ! Alas, our awakened conscience trembles, and 
our faithless aching hearts can scarcely anticipate a 
consummation so delightful. 

We are here surrounded by evil. We feel it 
within, and we see and lament over it without. 
Yet we know that God, one God, infinite in power 
and goodness, rules over all. To sound the full 
depth of this mystery is too much for us. Created 
intellect fails in the attempt. Thus much, however, 
we know with infallible certainty, that the conflict- 
ing enemies who oppose God must be voluntarily 
spared, and their strength, in which they contend, 
voluntarily prolonged by the mighty one : and 
that the issue of the conflict, when viewed as a 
whole, and in aU its bearings and relations to the 
whole creation, must be good. God is sovereign 
over all. When He created this world. He dele- 
gated the dominion of it to the first man. This is 
recorded in the first chapter of Genesis: ^^And 
God said, Let U8 make man in our image, after our 
likeness ; and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over ih^fowl of the air, and aver the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God 
created man in his oion image: in the image of 
God created he him ; male and female created he 
them. And God blessed them: and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it; and have dominion (yver the 
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fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth,"* 
The image of God here mentioned ^ includes office 
as well as chara<)ter. Adam was not only religious 
in character, but also a sovereign in office. His 
character was the same in kind, though infinitely 
inferior in degree, with God's character of perfect 
goodness : and his office was the same in kind^ 
though infinitely inferior in degree, with God's 
office of universal sovereignty. God's character, 
essentially and infinitely perfect in itself, and in the 
sight of all intelligent creatures : man's character, 
imbibing as much of it as the particular creature 
was made capable of containing. God's sovereignly 
pervading all creation throughout the expanse of 
boundless immensity; man's sovereignty pervading 
this single planet, which was made for man I 

This image of God, in both its parts, Adam lost 
by his transgression. At one fatal blow Satan suc- 
ceeded in a double mischief. Impurity stained 
Adam's heart, and the sceptre fell from his hand. 
In an instant he became both a criminal and a 
slave ; depraved and powerless. The successful 
tempter became as successful a usurper ; and the 
first Adam, the poor exiled monarch of the earth, 
sunk at once into pollution and captivity. His do- 
minion shared his misery. The earth, created for 
a righteous sovereign, refused to yield her increase, 
in free luxuriance, to an unrighteous tyrant. The 
great Sovereign, Almighty God, instead of inter- 
fering at once to expel the usurper, and restore His 

• Gen. i. 26-28. 
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fallen creature, His delegated king on earth, mys- 
teriously permitted the continuance of the disaster. 
Nay, more, He added a curse in righteous anger 
upon the delinquent : " And unto Adam He said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 
tvife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I com- 
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 
Uum eat of it all the days of thy life : thorns also 
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of 
thy face slwlt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou retum,"*^ Thus 
the vegetable world fell under the curse ; instead 
of the mjrrtle and the fir-tree, there came up the 
thorn and the brier. The animal creation, whose 
food became thus bUghted, partook of the mischief; 
and instead of the wide-spread harmony which they 
had manifested under king Adam, while he was 
their holy sovereign^ they imbibed against one 
another, and against fallen man, all the diabolical 
passions of Satan. 

What a fearfiil change I Before the usurpation, 
" God saw everything that he had made, and be- 
hold it vxxs very good;"'\ but now, " God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I 

* Gen. iu. 17-19. . f Gen. i 31. 
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will destroy rrum whom I have created, from the 
face of the earth ; both man and beast, and the 
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air: for it re- 
penteth me that I have made t?iem"* Yes I Adam 
begat sons and daughters in his own likeness, de- 
praved and powerless; criminals in the eye of God, 
and bond-slaves in the tranmiels of the devil. The 
pollution and the captivity are coeval : the loss 
of character and loss of office : the righteousness 
being gone, the sovereignty is also gone. We 
groan, being burdened. Weakness and wickedness 
are ours. Everything in the visible creation around 
us re-echoes the sound *of our fall ; and the roll 
which contains a faithful history of the world in its 
present state, is written within and without with 
sin and sorrow, nnouming and lamentation, and 
woe. 

It was into this scene of misery that Jesus came 
THE SECOND Adam. He Came not to put an end at 
once to the conflict by simple power, and thus ex- 
hibit God merely in absolute sovereignty. No; He 
must be shown righteous in His sovereignty. He 
will not dispossess Satan from the dominion of the 
earth, which he obtained by victory over Adam, 
except on righteous terms. God wHl not deal un- 
justly even against the devil; but proceed upon the 
principles of His own holy, everlasting, unchange- 
able law of moral rectitude. Hence the humilia- 
tion of Jesus, and His exposure, in our nature, to 
the malicious and reiterated attacks of the great 
enemy ; hence His agony even unto death, the 

* Gen. yi. 5-7. 
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wages of sin. He conquered, lawfully delirering 
the lawful captive. He rose triumphant from the 
grave. He ascended to the right hand of God, in- 
vested with power, righteous power, as a victorious 
man, to bruise the serpent's head. Yet still, Grod 
mysteriously permits the continuance of the con- 
flict. The time is not yet come, appointed in His 
infinite wisdom, for the full manifestation in all its 
consequences, of the glorious victory which the 
second Adam has achieved. He has indeed ex- 
plained to us the nature of the conquest, and com- 
manded us, under a deep sense of our ruin, to put 
our whole trust and confidence in the Conqueror. 
As many as, by grace, obey this commandment, 
trust truly in Jesus crucified and risen again, and 
join cordially on His side, in the stiU enduring 
battle between good and evU ; have an earnest of 
complete and final victory shed abroad in their 
hearts. They are at once, and for ever, delivered 
from all condemnation. That part of the work of 
Jesus is finished, and by them laid hold of by faith. 
The same faith works by love unto liberty and 
power. In proportion as they are delivered from 
sin, they are delivered from slavery also. As they 
grow in righteousness, they grow also in royalty. 
And it is declared concerning them, that in the end 
the image of God shall be restored to them, both in 
office and in character ; they shall be kings as veil 
as priests unto their Grod. At the second coming 
of the Lord Jesus, they shall attain perfection in 
the completed likeness, both in body and soul, of 
their risen Lord. Yea, they shall be one with Him, 
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members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones ; and having suflfered with Him in faith, they 
shall reign with Him in glory. 

As the human king shall thus be restored, so 
shall his kingdom. His kingdom is the earth. 
The original grant will be found to harmonise 
with the final possession : " And God eaid, Let 
U8 make man in our image, after our likeness ; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, arid over every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth!'* This is 
the original grant. Now hear a prophecy of the 
final possession: ^^ And the kingdom and the 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom, is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him!'f ^^ And the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth : in that day shall there be one 
Lord, and his name one/'X ^^ Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice, from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts loill perform this!' § 
Now hear an expression of the hope of those who 
in true faith wait for it. " Nevertheless we, ac- 
cording to His promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dweUeth righteousness:' \\ 

* Gen. i. 26. t Dan. vu. 27. t Zech. xiv. 9. 

§ Isaiah ix. 7. II 2 Pet. iii. 13. 
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Now hear the sovereign declaration of the per- 
fected accomplishment of it : " And he that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, Write: f<yr these 
words are true and faithful. And he said unto 
me, It is done: I am Alpha and Omega, the he- 
ginning and the end : I will give unto him that is 
athirst, of the fountain of the water of life freely,*'* 
But more particularly, consider the language of 
the apostle Paul in the 8th chapter of his Epistle 
to the Eomans. Having spoken of the spiritual 
adoption of the children of God, he connects it 
with the hope of an inheritance. " If children, 
then heirs!' He then connects present suffering 
with this hope, " if so he that we suffer with Him, 
that we may he also glorified together," This men- 
tion of suffering seemed to detract from the blessed- 
ness of the children : he hastens, therefore, to con- 
trast it with the object of hope, in comparison with 
which it is as nothing. " For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to he- 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us," The sufferings do, indeed, press the creature 
into an earnest expectation of relief ; and there is 
relief at hand, in the great day of the manifesta- 
tion, or resurrection, of the sons of God. " Fen* 
the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 
sons of God," A difficulty arises here as to the 
meaning of the word creature, but the 22d verse 
seems fully to explain it. " For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaiUth in pain 

* Key. xxi. 5, 6. 
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together until notv," There the same original ex- 
pression is more unequivocally translated by the 
word creation. The apostle, enlarging upon the 
present suffering, and future glory of the people of 
God, associates with them, both in suffering and 
in hope, the whole frame of external nature as it 
exists in this planet. The whole of what we call 
the animal, vegetable, and mineral creations, which, 
because of their harmony and mutual dependence, 
and because they all together compose one world, 
are spoken of in the singular number as the crea- 
ture^ or the creation. This creation is personified, 
and we read here its history. " It was made subject 
to vanity,'' or .evil folly, as the word imports.* It 
is here implied that the creation was not originally 
in this evil state, and so we read, as we have already 
seen, (Gen. i. 31,) it was very good. There was no 
cause for groaning in it , for therewas no pain. There 
was no room for it to hope for deliverance ; for it 
was in full possession of liberty, and holiness, and 
joy. But it fell under a curse, not by its own 
doing. It had no will. It was under the dominion 
of Adam. It was made subject to vanity, not will- 
ingly, but by reason of Adam's fall. He brought 
the curse upon it. " He subjected it," in, or under, 
hope. He cast it down from a state of enjoyment, 
where there was nothing to hope for, into a state 
of degradation and suffering, where there is no true 
enjoyment except in the hope of deliverance. In 

* Marai^Ti/Ti — Used only twice elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment, and in both places in an evil sense : Eph. iv. 17 ; 2 Pet. 
ii. IS. 
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the day that Gk)d pronoonced the curse upon fallen 
man for hk wilful disobedience, He cursed also, as 
we have seen, the unwilling, or unconscious earth, 
(Gen. iii. 17.) Thus the creation came into " ike 
bondage of aytruptton" under the galling yoke of 
which it has been ever since, and still is, labouring 
and groaning in pain. Not only does the ground 
produce noxious weeds, the clearing away of which 
wrings additional sweat from the cultivator's brow: 
but the living creatures also are at enmity one with 
another. The lion, the tiger, and the wolf, prowl 
about in haughty pride, and maUgnant watchful- 
ness, to seize and devour the unsuspecting lamb. 
The eagle and the hawk mark, and with ruthless 
talons tear the trembling dove. The whale and 
the shark devour their thousands in the deep 
waters. And if you wish for a smaller, and more 
tangible, because more domestic proof of this uni- 
versal enmity, behold it in the ensnaring web 
which the spider weaves to make the fly his prey. 
In the family of beasts, birds, fishes, insects, we 
behold the counterpart of the fallen family of man, 
the Cain and Abel, the murderer and the murdered. 
Yes, worse than the enmity of the ravenous beast 
or bird of prey is the enmity of man. The whole 
creation is pressed into the ungodly service of the 
intelligent rebel, who thus approaches nearer to the 
nature of devils, than either beast or bird can do. 
So little is he affected with the groans around him, 
that he makes use of the enmity of one creature 
against another to turn it into amusement for him- 
self. He finds horses, and dogs, and foxes ready, 
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and laying hold of their fallen propensities — avail- 
ing himself of the image of Satan in them, he 
delights in it, and joins in the loud cry that has 
emanated from hell. Surely we may well say, the 
whole creation is under the bondage of corruption ! 
Deformity is on its face ! . Impurity is in its heart. 

Are these thy glorious works, glorious God ? 
Was it upon such a scene as this thou lookedst in 
the evening of the sixth day, and saidst, "Tw 
very good? " Mysterious Father ! though this scene 
had not an actual existence in that day, yet it was 
clearly in Thine eye, and Thou couldst have pre- 
vented it, but didst not. Even so, Father, for so 
it seemed good in. thy sight! Yea, it seemed better 
to Thee to cast down in order to restore than alto- 
gether uphold, so as to need no restoration I 

But see, my brethren, even in the disjointed 
ruins, we may discern something of the magnifi- 
cence and splendour of the original building. We 
cannot indeed mistake the use of the several parts 
for the use intended by the great Builder ; but we 
can discern something of their grandeur, even as 
they lie prostrate in the dust. You have heard of 
the ruins of Tyre, of the remains of Balbec, and 
Palmyra, and Pompeii — ^imagine a neighbouring 
shepherd to have constructed his hut, or a stall for 
his cattle, under a majestic but now isolated por- 
tico of polished marble — ^imagine a gang of robbers 
dividing their spoil behind some curiously-carved 
pillars, or holding their midnight counsel of rapine 
upon some beautifuUy-tesselated pavement: and 
you have something like a faint specimen of the 
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disorder of the creation. You see that some dire 
disaster has plunged a magnificent city into ruins, 
you cannot mistake its present use for the use de- 
signed by the architect. 

Take another illustration, in the person of a poor 
fellow-creature who is deaf and dumb. The shape 
and aspect are those of a man. The movements 
are of a man. The lips part with a human smile : 
the eye kindles with an expression of human feel- 
ing. But speak to him 1 there is no hearing. 
Hearken to him : there is no speech. Something 
is wrong ; some dire disaster has befallen him. 
We cannot mistake the inarticulate mutterings of 
the helpless creature for the sounds which were 
designed to issue from the human mouth. 

Such is this fallen world I But must it continue 
so for ever ? Shall the vessel so marred on the 
wheel, be never re-made by the hand of the potter ? 
Hearken to the glorious answer which the Holy 
Ghost has given to this question : " The creature 
itself also shall he delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of Qod!'* Yes, there shall be deliverance at the 
coming and kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
** whom the heaven must receive, until the times of 
BESTiTUTioN OF ALL THINGS, which God hath spo- 
ken by the mouth of his holy prophets since the 
world began." t Then bondage shall be no more, 
but liberty. Corruption shall be no more, but 
glory. The curse shall be no more, but blessing. 

The Lord shall make all things new; a new 

* Rom. viii. 21. f Acts iii. 21. 



VI, EARTH AT THE SECOND ADVENT. 1 73 

earth, new animals, new fruits, the creation new ; 
so that God, again beholding the work of His own 
hands, shall say. It is very good I 

A new earth ! " We" saith the apostle, " dc- 
cording to His promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth, xolierein dioelleth righteousness""^ But 
shall not this earth be destroyed by fire ? Yes, as 
truly as it was of old, by water : the apostle gives 
the parallel. It is a fire not to annihilate, but to 
purify ; and out of it shall arise the new earth; the 
abode of everlasting righteousness according to 
the promise of the blessed God. It appears to be 
the common supposition that the people of God 
will be taken to a place away from the earth, and 
the ungodly to another ; and that when the one 
shall be sent to heaven, and the other to hell ; the 
earth itself will be blotted out of creation, as though 
it had never been. My brethren, I am well per- 
suaded that this notion, so generally and carelessly 
received, is not grounded upon the Scriptures of 
truth: but upon the Elysium and Tartarus of 
heathenism; which, through the schools, have com- 
municated their classical,, but fanciful influence, to 
our theology. 

New animals ! " The wolf saith the prophet, 
** shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the young 
lion and the failing together ; arid a little child shall 
lead them. And the cow and the hear shall feed;, 
their young ones shall lie dovm together : and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking. 

* 2 Pet iii. 2, 13. 
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child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice 
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy numntain; for the earth shall he full of the 
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the 
sear* 

When the King shall be returned in r^hteous- 
ness, His dominion, in every part, shall be rein- 
stated in harmonious subjection. The creatures, 
reclaimed from the consequences of the curse, shall 
be obedient to the Lord, and at peace amongst 
each other. There shall be no movement of re- 
sistance, or mischief, in all God's holy kingdom 
on the earth. 

New fruits ! For a comprehensive description of 
the new creation, inclusive of the tree of life, with its 
twelve manner of fruits, and its leaves for the heal- 
ing of the nations, see the chapter from which 
our text is taken, and the chapter following : " / 
heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of Qod is with inen, and he vnll 
dtveU with them, and they shall be his people, and 
Ood himself shall he tcith them, and he their God, 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ; and there shall he no vMyre death, neiOier 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any nwre 
pain ; for the former things have passed away. 
And he that sat upon the throne said. Behold, I 
make all things new. And he said unto me. Write: 
for these things are true and faithful. And he said 
unto me, It is done t I am Alpha and Omega^ the 

* leaiah zi. 6-9. 
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beginning and the envd" This is the descriptive 
title of the Lord Jesus ; " the beginning" in whom 
all Jehovah 8 purposes stood from eternity; and 
the end, in whom they shall all be fulfilled, exactly 
according to their original design : for all are yea 
and amen in Him, to the glory of God the Father. 

After a highly figurative description of the new 
Jerusalem, the Church of God, called by the name 
of that city in which the typical Church dwelt ; 
the apostle proceeds, at the 22d verse: ^^ And I 
saw no temple therein : for the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the temple of it And the city 
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it ; for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof" This explains a 
remarkable passage of the prophet Isaiah, in the 
first lesson for our morning service this day. 
Describing the glory that shall be revealed when 
the Lord shall bind up the breach of His people, 
he says, " Moreover, the light of the moon shall 
be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun 
shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in 
the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of His 
people, and healeth the stroke of their wound.''* 
Jesus is the sun, and the Church the moon. She 
gives a faint reflection of His light now ; but then, 
every obscuring cloud of corruption shall have dis- 
appeared for ever, and her Ught shall be like His ; 
and His light shall be transcendent in glory, as the 
light of seven days. 

The apostle proceeds : " And the nations of them 

* Isaiah zzx. 26. 
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(kat are saved shall walk in the light of it : and the 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour 
into it" This language is in no way applicable 
to the state of things in some other region or 
regions quite away from the earth ; but suppos- 
ing the interpretation I have given to be correct, 
this language is in perfect keeping. The apostle 
adds : " And he showed me a pure river of tvater 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, In the midst of the street 
of it, and on either side of the river, vxts there 
the tree of life, which bare twelve m4xnneT of fruits, 
and yielded her fruit every mxmth: and the leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
And there shall be no mjore curse ; but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his ser- 
vants shall serve him: and they shall see his face ; 
and his name shall be in their foreheads. And 
there shall be no night there; and they need no can- 
dle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God 
giveth them light ; and they shall reign for ever 
and ever. And he said unto m/e. These sayings are 
faithful and true : and the Lord God of the holy 
prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants 
the things which must shortly be done. Behold, I 
come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book!' 

Amongst the crowding topics for the'application 
of this subject which present themselves, I will 
select and conclude with one. 

A large majority of mankind are free from those 
extra calamities which afflict a few ; as blindness, 
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and deafness, and madness. Behold, then, the 
efforts, the noble efforts, which are made by mere 
philanthropy, to mitigate these, the aggravated 
groans of suffering creation. Asylums, refuges, 
hospitals, spaciously erected, and liberally en- 
dowed, bear testimony to the zeal of man in the 
cause of his afflicted fellow-man. In themselves 
they are so many monuments in honour of the 
victories of humanity over selfishness; and, in 
their effects, they supply a sort of retail anticipa- 
tion of the great redemption. They follow, in- 
deed, in the wake of Christianity, and where the 
gospel is best known, there they most abound. 
But they are largely supported without any direct 
reference to the truths or motives of the gospel. 
It is important to observe this, and to bear in 
mind that Christianity may elevate a whole king- 
dom into the enjoyment of the wide-spread bless- 
ings and benefits of civilisation; while nothing 
more than a comparative remnant of the popula- 
tion are evangelised unto eternal life. A higher 
tone of moral feeling, a more sedulous cultivation 
of the tender sympathies, and instincts of animal 
nature, and a deference (amoimting to terror) to 
the great idol public opinion — these are effective 
to civilise, but impotent to save. 

The Church of Christ is free from another class 
of calamities under which the majority of mankind 
labour ; a"^ ignorance of God, insensibility to sin, 
spiritual death, wilful transgression. • Alive to 
the existence of these evils in others; with an 
ear open to these groans, these maniac preludes 

M 
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to eternal woe: what is the Church about? 
Where are the trophies of her 'spiritual conquests 
in these days? Ohl let the persevering and 
effectual labours of the philanthropist, in the 
cultivation of the field of nature, touch, and stir 
up the Christian, to yet nobler achievements in 
the service of our God and Saviour. True, we have 
great difficulties to contend against. We are in a 
minority ; and in all our efforts we have to stem 
the strong tide of the multitude, rushing to do evil. 
We are more hindered, also, by the great and 
active enemy of all righteousness, the devil, " who 
goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
rnay devour,'' "^ He has, comparatively, but little 
objection to the efforts of unsanctified humanity. 
He cares but little that the groans of threescore 
years and ten be mitigated, if he can secure the 
groans of eternity. He sees nothing in the wide- 
spread conquests of civilisation which touches the 
turning point of salvation, and therefore he cares 
but little to disturb them. He harbours compa- 
ratively small enmity against a field of philEtn- 
thropic labour, because, yet a little while, and 
the fruits are all his own.f Nay more 1 if he can 
render the present amelioration a ground of care- 

 1 Pet. V. 8. 

t *' Works done before the grace of Christ and the inspira- 
tion of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they 
spring not of faith in Jesus Christ : neither do the/ make men 
meet to receive grace, or (as the school authors say) deserve 
grace of congruity : yea, rather, for that they are not done as 
Qod hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the nature of sin,*^ — Article xiiL 
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lessness about, or false confidence for, eternity, he 
will rather aid than retard the deceitful culture. 

But when he sees salvation going on — ^when he 
sees a man made sensible of his galling yoke of 
corruption, and struggling into the glorious holy 
liberty of the children of God ; receiving divine 
truth into his understanding, and his heart ; and 
honouring Jesus, by casting the burden of his un- 
divided confidence upon the all-sufficiency of His 
obedience unto death, even the death of the cross 
— ^then Satan is wroth indeed. His time is short 
with such a man. And, therefore, the virulence 
of his enmity is taxed to the uttermost of its 
malignant and persevering opposition against the 
man and his work. 

But if the Christian Church be thus exposed 
to special opposition, my brethren, we have more 
than a counterpoise in our special strength. For 
God himself is with us. The Holy Ghost dwell- 
eth in us. As it is written, " Ye are the temple of- 
the living Ood: as God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them ; and luoiU be their Ood, 
and they shall he my people!* On this truth is 
grounded that form of rebuke which the Lord 
Jesus addressed to His disciples : " What do ye 
rmre than others ? " 

Oh 1 my Christian friends, be not deterred by 
difficulties. Up, and be doing. Be more resolute 
in the service of our precious Saviour. Pray for 
more willingness to take up your cross daily, and 
follow His steps who went about doing good. 
We want labourers among you, men of prayer, 
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who will come and help us, in our assaults on the 
territories of Satan in this great town. The un- 
godly rich are inaccessible to man. How hardly 
shall they enter the kingdom of Grod ! But the 
poor, with scarcely an exception, are willing to 
hear the Scriptures. Come, then, Christian 
brothers, give an hour in the day, especially in 
the evening; deny yourselves the comforts of a 
domestic fireside, and go, with the Word of God 
in your hands, and the Spirit of God in your 
hearts ; go with tender affection, and holy zeal, to 
read the glad tidings of redemption in the habita- 
tions of the poor ; and to encourage and quicken 
them, to attend the ordinances of the Church. Is 
this too much to ask ? Oh, remember, this world 
is not our rest in any sense. " There remaineth a 
rest for the people of God." 

" TiU Jesus comes, our labours must not cease ; 
* Our joys are joys of conquest, not of peace.*" 

I will now conclude, by reading you a song of 
triumphant thanksgiving, which shall be sung in 
universal chorus by a ransomed creation, in the 
day when the Lord Jesus shall " make all things 
new!' 

" sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath 
done marvellous things: his right hand, and his 
holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. The Lord 
hath made known his salvation : his righteousness 
hath he openly showed in the sight of the heathen. 
He hath remembered his mercy and his truth 
toward the house of Israel : all the ends of the 
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earth have seen the salvation of our God. Make 
a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth : make 
a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. Sing 
unto the Lord with the harp ; with the harp, and 
the voice of a psalm. With trumpets, and sound 
of cornet, make a joyful noise before the Lord the 
king. Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof ; 
the world, and they that dwell therein. Let the 
floods clap their hands : let the hills be joyful to- 
gether before the Lord : for he cometh to judge 
the earth ; with righteousness shall he judge the 
world, and the people with equity." * 
Even so come. Lord Jesus ! 

* Psalm xcviii. 



SERMON VII. 

THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
IN ITS EXPERIMENTAL AND PRACTICAL POWER 
OVER THE TRUE BELIEVER S HEART AND LIFE. 

" To Lim that oyercometh 'will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne/*— Rev. iii. 21. 

IS there any practical power in this doctrine of 
the second coming of our Lord? Is there any 
experimental appKcation of this study of prophecy? 
Oh, yes, my dear brethren, there is much every way ; 
especially because it addresses itself to one of the 
strongest affections of the human heart, one of the 
most influential springs of the believer's character. 
It sets before us the scriptural objects of Hope. 
Of course, however, before it can have an experi- 
mental interest, or practical influence, it must be 
believed. It is unfair, because it is premature; it 
is as unreasonable as it is unscriptural, for those 
who do not believe the doctrine, to ask where is 
the application of it. Where, I ask, is the appli- 
cation of the doctrine of the atonement to the man 
who does not believe it? And if he will not believe 
it until he experiences the application of it, he wQl 
never believe it. For the only way in which any 
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truth can become experimental, is through being 
first believed. Faith is the cordial reception of 
truth on the authority of God's Word. Experience 
and practice are the consequences. And for a man 
with a statement of the Bible before him, to say, " I 
will not believe it until I feel its experimental 
power over me," would be, as if a gardener, with a 
young tree in his hand, were to say, "I will not 
plant it, till I see it bud and blossom, and bear 
fruit;" or as if a shipbuilder, with a vessel finished 
upon the stocks, were to say, '* I will not launch her, 
till I see her sail." 

The primary inquiry to be made concerning the 
doctrine of the Lord's second coming, as concern- 
ing every doctrine, is. Does the Word of God reveal 
it? I have been supplying you with an answer to 
this question, by pointing out several plain and 
decisive declarations of Holy Scripture upon the 
subject. My present object is, first, to give further 
explanation upon one important point; and then 
to call your attention to the way in which the 
whole subject does indeed become experimental, 
and practical, in the highest degree, when it is 
believed. 

For this purpose I have selected this text from 
the address of our Lord Jesus Christ to the church 
of the Laodiceans, and through them, to all His 
waiting disciples, imtil His coming again. The 
words contain four statements, which may, for 
clearness' sake, be arranged and considered in the 
following order: — 

I. Jesus overcame. 
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II. Having overcome, He sat down with the 
Father, God Almighty, in His throne. 

III. All who profess His name are called to 
overcome. 

IV. To as many as do overcome, will the Lord 
Jesus give to sit down with Him in His thi-one. 

I. Jesus overcame. Victory achieved implies 
foregoing conflict. Jesus was in conflict. Al- 
mighty God, in the person of the Eternal Word, 
emptied Himself of His absoluteness and omnipo- 
tence, made Himself of no reputation, took upon 
Him the form of a servant, was made of a woman, 
made under the law, made in the likeness of man, 
and being found in fashion as a man. He became 
subject to conflict. He entered into conflict with 
the enemies of man, and He sustained the conflict, 
and achieved the victory as a man of faith, and 
prayer, and dependence upon God the Father. 
The enemies of man, as enumerated and described 
in the Holy Scripture, are the world, the flesh, the 
devil, and the grave. With all these Jesus enter- 
ed into conflict, and over all these He was com- 
pletely victorious. It accords not with our present 
object to enter into the details of His temptation. 
I need only remind you that they were real. In 
the truth of our nature. He was exposed. In the 
tenderness of our nature. He deeply felt, and suf- 
fered being tempted.* In the weakness of our 
nature, He was cut ofi", and laid in the grave. But 
in everything He overcame. He knew no sin, and 
it was not possible that He should be holden of 

• St John xi. 36; Heb. ii. 18 and iv. 15. 
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death. He rose triumphant from the dead, in that 
nature which He had assumed in its weakness, and 
now restored to its strength. And with all that 
truly appertains to perfected humanity,* He entered 
into the exercise of the sovereign and universal 
dominion of God the Father. This leads to our 
second statement. 

II. Jesus, having overcome, sat down with the 
Father, God Almighty, in His throne. 

The throne of God the Father is thus described, 
(Isa. Ixvi. 1:) ^'Thua saith the Lord: The heaven 
is my throne, the earth is my footstool: where is 
the house that ye build unto mef and where is 
the place of my rest?" and thus referred to, as 
a thing well known by the Jews, (Matt. v. 34 :) 
"/ say unto you, Swear not at all, neither by 
heaven, for it is God's thpme/' 

The meaning is, the invisible world. The wor- 
shippers of the true God worship nothing that is 
visible; therefore, while the idolatrous heathen 
had their visible idols enthroned on earth, as the 
guardians of trees, and fruits, and fountains, or as 
the patrons of wise, or eloquent, or rich, or drunken 
men, the Jews were taught to worship Him who 
is invisible, whose throne is the heavens, and who 
ruleth over all. If they looked upon the sun, or 
moon, or stars, they were taught that He, the great 
Invisible One, ordained them: "Binding the sweet 
influences of the Pleiades, and loosing the tiknds 
of Orion, bringing forth Mazzaroth in his season, 
and guiding Arcturus with his sons." On what- 

* See the 4th Article of the Church. 
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ever visible thing their eyes fell, they were taught 
to ascribe its creation and preservation to Him 
"who fastened the foundations of the earth, and 
stretched the line upon it, and laid the comer-stone 
thereof, when the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy/'* 

When Jesus, therefore, after His resurrection, 
said to His disciples, ^^ All power is given to me in 
heaven and in earth^' the invisible and the visible 
worlds; He spoke, in fact, words of the same mean- 
ing in Jewish ears, as these words of our text. It 
was given to Him to sit in the Father's throne, in ab- 
solute universal sway over creation and providence. 

Into the glory, the glory which He had with 
the Father before the world was, our risen Lord 
is entered, according to His own prayer, (John 
xvii. 5:) ^^And now, ^Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had 
ivith thee before the world loas/' As the Eter- 
nal Word, who was with God, and was God, 
this glory was His, essentially and eternally His 
own. But as the Mediator between God and man, 
having taken the manhood into God, in the unity 
of one person, this glory is given to Him, as the 
reward of His humiliation and obedience. He 
humbled Himself unto death; therefore God hath 
highly exalted Him, as we read, (Phil. ii. 8-11:) 
" And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 

* Job xxxviii. 
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is above every name: that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father/' 

In the exercise of this universal dominion, He 
has especial regard to this world of ours. No 
other world has the same kirvd of claim upon Him. 
Man is His brother, and this world, which was 
made for man, is near and dear to Him. His 
dominion is over all worlds, but His peculiar family 
is here. His goodness is over all, but His personal 
sympathies are here. All things are in His hand 
of power, but this world leans upon His bosom of 
tenderness. This is the planet which Jesus loves. 
It is the Martha, the Mary, the Lazarus, the St 
John, of creation. It is in affliction, and Jesus 
feels with it, and comforts it. It is in the bondage 
of corruption, and Jesus will restore it to liberty, 
and purity, and loveliness. 

It is in reference to this peculiar love, and its 
blessed consequence to this world at His coming 
again, that Jesus speaks of Himself as about to 
have a peculiar throne. He who departed into 
the invisible world, wUl appear on our earth, in 
like manner as He disappeared from it.* He will 
come and rest in His love. He will make His 
abode here, and make this earth fit to be His 
abode for ever. And although as the Eternal 
Word in the unity of the Godhead, He will not 
cease to exercise universal rule ; yet, as god-man, 

•Acts i. 9-11. 
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the head of the redeemed creation, He will make 
this earth the scene of the manifestation of God, 
the metropolis in this sense of the universe : and 
angels, principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, who already desire to look into these 
things, shall behold in the perfected Church, the 
kingdom of Christ, the manifold wisdom of God.* 

This, His manifested glory on His return to the 
earth, is what we understand by His own throne, as 
contradistinguished from the Father's throne, on 
which He now sits. When He shall return, and sit 
upon His own throne, we read that thrones shall be 
set, and they who have overcome shall sit on them, 
and reign with Jesus on His own throne. They 
are thus described in two companies : 1. Those 
who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and 
for the Word of God ; and, 2, Those who have not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
have received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands, f The first seems to specify, with 
much distinctness, the literal martyrs, who sealed, 
and may perhaps yet seal, their faithful testimony 
in a violent death. The second includes all true 
believers, who, in the integrity of sound principle, 
resist and reject all plausible compromises with 
evil, whether it be false doctrine or corrupt practice. 
This leads to the next clause of the words before us. 

III. We who bear the name of Jesus are called 
to overcome. The promise is made to Him that 
overcometh. Victory achieved implies foregoing 
conflict endured. Now, beloved brethren, now is 

* Eph. iii. 10, 11 t Rev. xx. 4. 
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the time of our conflict. The world, the flesh, and 
the devil, are still our inveterate enemies, if we. 
he truly on the Lord's side. They never cease 
from fighting against us, though the modes of 
their warfare may exceedingly vary, from the bold 
attack of a storming party, to the insidious under- 
hand approaches of sappers and miners. It is not 
the beheading axe, or the racking wheel, or the 
flaming fagot of the beast, that we have at present 
so much to dread, as the reception of his mark, in 
faithless unholy alliance, in our foreheads, or secret 
corrupt connivance in our hands. Our present 
risk is not to be burned for refusing to subscribe 
false doctrines ; but to yield to the infidel fashion 
of the age in esteeming all doctrines alike. Our 
risk is, that in order to avoid the odium of what 
is bigoted in the eyes of men, we shall sacrifice, or 
at least compromise, what is faithful and true in 
the sight of God. We have deceitful hearts, ever- 
more betraying us into pride, and seK dependence, 
and self righteousness, and hypocrisy. We are in 
an evil world, abounding with temptations, varying 
with our varying weaknesses. Here are blandish- 
ments and allurements to flatter us into forgetful- 
ness of God and eternity. Here are sneers and 
mockings, to deter us from holy boldness. Here, 
also, are disappointments, falsehoods, treacheries, to 
damp our confidence, and wither up our afiections. 
We are exposed to the malice of the devil and his 
angels, the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
spiritual wickedness in high places. It is no easy 
matter to hold fast in the Lord, and overcome; 
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neither worshipping the beast, nor the image of 
the beast, nor receiving his mark in the forehead, 
or in the head. 

Who can sustain us in the battle ? Who can 
give us the victory ? Only the Lord Jesus. He 
is our strength, He teaches our hands to war and 
our fingers to fight, He subdueth our enemies under 
us, and makes us conquerors, yea, and more than 
conquerors in Him that loved us. Only He can 
open our understanding to perceive the iniquity 
of the system around us : to detect its compromis- 
ing hollowness : to see how it carries on its deceitful 
work, without proclaiming its true character; and 
80 to be upon our guard against enticements into 
an alliance with a false world, in opposition to the 
truth, and holiness, and glory of God. 

But Iww does the Lord accomplish this gracious 
preservation ? By what instrumentaUty does He 
thus give us the victory ? The true and compre- 
hensive answer is, by faith ! by the " evideTice of 
things not seen, the substance of things hoped/or,"^ 
By nature, the things that are seen have prevailing 
power over the character of every man. They 
occupy his thoughts, engage his affections, and in- 
fluence his conduct. He walks by sense. He 
" minds earthly things "'\ By the grace of faith, 
invisible things become influential things. The 
unseen realities of eternity acquire a power, a 
growiDg, a commanding power over the believer's 
character. They occupy his thoughts, engage his 
affections, and sweetly constrain his conduct. He 

• Heb. xi. 1. t Pha. iii 19. 
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walks by faith, faith working by love. " He minds 
heavenly things. This is the victory that over- 
cometh the worlds even our faith''* " We are 
Tcept by the power cf God, through faith,'' f The 
power of God, in the secret operation of His grace, 
sustaining faith, and faith, thus graciously sus- 
tained, keeping alive the power of invisible things, 
and so preserving us from the mark of the beast, in 
our foreheads, or in our hands. 

True faith, duly instructed, exercises itself in 
every part of the work of God, which He has re- 
vealed to us in Jesus Christ. First, in what He has 
actually done for us, especially in Gethsemane and 
Calvary: and then, faith works by gratitude, " The 
love of Christ constraineth us." J " What shall we 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards 
U8?''§ Secondly, in what He is now doing for us 
on the Father's throne, ever living to make inter- 
cession for us : and then, faith works by confidence, 
" Seeing that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our profession," — " let us come boldly 
unto the throne of grace."|| And, thirdly, in what 
He will do for us on His own throne. He will give us 
a crown of life : and then faith works by HOPE. 

IV. This is the operation of faith which is ad- 
dressed in our text. 

The food of this faith is every unfulfilled pro- 
mise (i.e., prophecy) of God. Hope looks forward 
as gratitude looks back. Gratitude gives an im- 

* 1 John V. 4. +1 Pet. i. 6. J 2 Cor. ▼. 14. 

§ Psalm cxvi. 12. H Heb. iv. 14-17. 
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pulse — ^hope supplies an attraction. This attrac- 
tion is of prevailing power in our conflict. 

When Moses was in conflict, doubtless his 
gratitude was lively in the remembrance of ^he 
past mercies of God to Israel ; and to himself, 
personally, from earliest infancy. Doubtless his 
confidence was strong and well-founded, in the 
consciousness of God's present love to him, and 
watchful protection around his daily path. Never- 
theless, the prevailing power by which he was 
actuated, and by which he overcame, is plainly re- 
corded to have been that faith which worketh by 
hope. He overcame the attractions of worldly 
ambition, refusing theprofiered honour of adoption 
by the king's daughter. He overcame the love of 
sin, and the reluctance to sufier, which are natural 
to men, and chose rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season. He overcame the love of money, and the 
shrinking from reproach, which are natural to men, 
and esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt ; and all this, because 
" he had respect unto the recompense of the reward." *^ 
By faith he overcame. He believed the promise : 
and his faith wrought, and trimnphed by hope. 

When Jesus himself was in conflict, the liveli- 
ness and genuineness of His gratitude cannot be 
questioned ; neither can the strength of His holy 
confidence : yet here again it is plainly recorded, 
that the victorious operation of the mind was hope. 
He was indeed in conflict ; His tender nature 

 Heb xi. 2i-26. 
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shrank in holy agony from the pain and ignominy 
of the accursed tree, and He cried, " my Father^ 
if it 1)6 possible, let this cup pass from me" But 
He overcame, saying, " Neverthdess, not as I will, 
hat as thou wilt" He endured the cross, He de- 
spised the shatne, ^^for the joy that was set he- 
f(yre him;'"^ the attraction of hope. 

Now we are in conflict, as we have seen, and 
called to overcome. And as an inducement to quit 
ourselves like men, to be strong and steadfast, to 
hold on, and hold out to the end, the "/oy that is 
set before us, the recompense of the reward" is held 
forth to him that overcometh. We say nothing in 
disparagement of either gratitude or confidence, 
when we say that the Lord Jesus has addressed 
Himself also to our hope. " To him that over- 
cometh will I give /"'* This is our Captain's watch- 
word in the battle to all His faithful and enduring 
soldiers. ' Mark, in His addresses to the seven 
churches, the reiteration, and the diversified form 
of the glorious promise, the recompense of the re- 
ward, to every one that overcometh : " To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God. He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death. To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which 
no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it. He 
that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations : 

 Heb. xii. 2. 

N 
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and he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers : 
even as I received of my Father. And I will' give 
him the morning star. He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I wiU 
not blot his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his 
angels. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 
in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more 
out ; and I will write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city of my Gx)d, which 
is new Jerusalem, which cometh dotvn out q/" heaven 
from my God, and I will write upon him my new 
name. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me on my throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne."* 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.t Oh, set your faces like a 
flint to resist the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Parley not with temptation. Touch not the un- 
clean thing. Yield no secret connivance, where 
you would be ashamed to avow yourselves openly. 
Keceive not the contaminating mark of the beast 
in your hand, any more than in your forehead. In 
every transaction, private as weU as public, set the 
Lord before your eyes, not only as a past benefactor, 
and present witness,'and comforter, and helper, but 
also as a future rewarder of them that diligently 

 Rev. ii. 7, 11, 17, 26-28, and iii. 5, 12, 21. 
+ 1 Cor; XV. 68. 
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seek Him.* Be faithful unto death, and He will 
give you a crown of life.f For He is not unright- 
eous to forget your work and labour of love, which 
ye have showed toward His name ; and we desire 
that every one of you do show the same diligence, 
to the full assurance. of hope imto the end. That 
ye be not slothful, but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises. J 
For we are saved by hope : but hope that is seen 
is not hope : for what a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hope for ? but if we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait for it.§ Kejoicing 
in hope, patient in tribulation, || seeing it is written, 
Blessed is the man that endureth trial ; for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love Him. Tf 

You will observe, my brethren, that in every 
case the reward is proclaimed to be a gift, not a 
debt ; a free grant, a gracious promise from God. 
It is a fundamental principle of sound reason, no 
less than the authoritative declaration of Holy 
Scripture, that no <yreature can have merit, properly 
so called: that no creature can make God his 
debtor, on the ground of retributive justice : for 
what has he, that he has raot received ? what is he, 
that he has not been made ? what can he do, that 
he is not sustained and enabled every moment to 
do ? that it is not his bounden duty to do ? and 
even when perfectly obedient, is he not stUl an un- 
projitable servant? But God can make HimseK 

 Heb. xi. 6 + llev. ii. 10. t Heb, vi. 10-12. 

§ Rom. via. 24, 25. II Rom. xii. 12. t Jamea i. 12. 
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His own debtor, by uttering a promise. He has 
spoken. The word is gone forth from Him in 
faithfulness, and shall not return void. The faith- 
ful and true Witness, the Amen, God manifest in 
the flesh, has said, " Whosoever shall give to drink 
unto one of these Uttle ones, a cup of cold water 
only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto 
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward."* And 
now, if God were not to reward works of faith, and 
love, and hope, it would be unrighteous in Him, 
not because they deserve, but because He hath pro- 
mised ; not because there is a title in them, but 
because there is truth in Him. This is the basis 
of the doctrine before us ; not the desert of a crea- 
ture meritoriously working, but the faithfulness of 
the Creator graciously promising. " Faithful is 
he who promised^ who also will do it" 

It is most important to keep this distinction in 
mind : if we would avoid, on the one side, the 
Popish heresy of ascribing merit (ex condigno) to 
a creature's works ; and, on the other side, that 
over-refinement of an anxious but too systematic 
scrupulosity, which, in its spiritual zeal for free 
grace, would go far towards erasing from the Bible 
the oft-recurring word, reward: and so would con- 
fine the believer to the impulses of gratitude, and 
deprive him of the attractions of hope. 

And are the attractions of hope small, or in- 
operative ? I would ask you, from your own ex- 
perience, honestly reviewed, what are the things 
which possess the strongest hold upon your affec- 

 Matt. X. 42. 
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tions, and, consequently, exercise the most powerful 
influence over your lives ? Are they things past, 
however delightful in themselves, and fragrant with 
emotions of gratitude? or are they things to come? 
Is memory the mainspring, or is hope? I fear- 
lessly appeal to the experience of the human heart. 
Take an instance in one of the earliest and sincerest 
stages of the human character — the schoolboy. 
What is most influential over him ? What are 
his most practical feelings ? Becollections of for- 
mer happiness, of benefits conferred, and kind at- 
tentions shown by his parents and friends ? Is it 
the remembrance of these, expatiating over years 
that are past, and invigorating his gratitude at 
every stage of the review ? Or is it the hope of 
the next holidays ? Hope I hope is the bounding, 
buoyant power that wings the heart, and nerves 
the arm. 

Take another instance. Contemplate the hus- 
bandman. What has most power over him? 
What most habitually occupies the play of his 
inner man, and thus gives its real complexion to 
his character ? Is it gratitude, in warm and 
influential recollections, of the past mercies of a 
bountiful Gk)d, in giving and preserving to his use 
the kindly fruits of the earth. Or is it hope, in 
the anticipation of the coming harvest-home ? ' 

Again, contemplate the merchant. What has 
most power over him ? What intertwines itself 
most constantly around his waking thoughts — pre- 
senting itself, unbidden, on the surface of those 
meditations which flow instinctively from the f oun- 
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tains of his heart, and form part and parcel of his 
real self — not, perhaps, of what he seems to he to 
most men who know him ; but of what he is, in 
the sight of God. Is it a grateful remembrance of 
former speculations successfully brought to issue ? 
Or is it hope, picturing in lively colours the wind- 
ing-up of the present open and yet pending trans- 
actions ? 

Once more. Contemplate the politician, to 
whatever party he belongs. By what is he most 
practically influenced? By grateful recollections 
of the order, the peace, the good government, the 
innumerable national blessings, which we have 
enjoyed for ages ? Or by the hope of what he 
deems the favourable issue of the approaching 
election — ^the hope that the constitution of the new 
House of Commons will be such as shall forward 
his favourite views ? * 

It may, indeed, be said that such instances fail 
in their application, because they are all derived 
from the natural character of the man in his 
unconverted state ; whereas Christianity sanctifies 
and strengthens the principle of gratitude, and so 
makes all the difference. 

But will it be alleged that Christianity sanctifies 
gratitude, and leaves hope unsanctified ? Will it 
be maintained that an instrument of such power 
over the natural heart has been overlooked in the 
practical working of true religion, by Him who 
knew what was in man ? Oh, no 1 The truth is, 
that the whole moral machinery of the human 

* This sermon was preached in December 1834. 
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heart and mind becomes sanctified under the power 
of the gospel, by being supplied with holy objects 
to work upon ; but the mode of working remains 
the same. Faith works by motiveSy as truly as the 
natural will ; though the motives are derived from 
a different class of objects. By faith Moses refused^ 
choosing, for he hoped* He refused Egypt, 
choosing Christ, for he hoped for glory. Without 
faith, he would have refused Christ, choosing 
Egypt; for his hope would have been worldly 
wealth and distinction. The mode of the mental 
operation, and the consequent practical influence 
over the life, is the same in both cases ; and if 
hope be, as we have seen it is, the mainspring of 
active energy in the natural heart, so it is also in 
the regenerate. Who, with the Bible in his hand, 
can hesitate to admit that the Second Advent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is held forth as the grand 
object, the morning star, nay, the rising sun of the 
believer's hope f And does it not therefore follow, 
by undeniable consequence, that the doctrine of 
the Second Advent is truly a practical doctrine ? 

God hath done all things well for us. By the 
gracious power of the Holy Spirit, given unto us 
freely, am)rding to the distinguishing purpose of 
everlasting love, our hearts are drawn to contem- 
plate Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. The world 
is crucified to us, and we unto the world. Thus 
we become detached from the inordinate affection 
of things below. But this is not enough. We 
need an object of attachment. And we have it in 

 Heb. 3d. 24-26. 
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Jesus Christ, and Him coming again. Thus hath 
God provided for us, in the cross^ a power of 
separation from this fallen earth ; and in the croum, 
a power of attraction towards the new earth wherein 
dwelieth righteousness. Let us joyfully avail our- 
selves of both; and while, looking back unto Jesus 
crucified, we experience and cultivate the constrain- 
ing love of Him who first loved us, let us look 
forward also, and realise the quickening energy of 
what the apostle Paul calls '* that blessed hope, and 
the. glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ" * 

The Second Advent practical I What saith the 
Scripture ? Is watchAihiess a Christian duty ? 
" Watch, therefore," saith the Lord, " for ye know 
not the day, nor the hour, when the Son of man 
cometh!' f Is patience a Christian duty ? "Be 
patient, therefore, brethren," saith the apostle, 
" unto the coming of tJie Lord, Behold, the hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient ; 
stablish your hearts : for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." J 

Is moderation in the use of aU the possessions 
and enjoyments of this world, a Christian duty ? 
Hear another apostle — " Let your moderation be 
known unto all men : the Lord is at hand." § In 
a word. Is the path of Christian duty the path of 
universal obedience ? Hearken to a third and 

 Titus ii. 3. t Matt. xxv. 13. 

t James t. 7, 8. § Phil. iv. 5. 
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fourth apostle — "Seeing, then, that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat. Nevertheless, we, according to his 
promise (laying hold of that promise, the food of 
the faith which worketh by hope ; we, so believing 
and hoping, according to his promise) look for new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dweUeth right- 
eousness." * " And every man that hath this hope 
in him, purifieth himseK, even as he (Jesus) is 
pure." t 

Go, then, beloved brethren, and, reposing the 
sure and quiet confidence of your souls on the word 
of the Lord, plough, and sow, and water, and wait, 
in HOPE, for '^faithful is he loho hath promised , 
who also will do it" And, " he that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry!* 

EVEN so, COME ! 
• 2 Pet ui. 11-13. t 1 John iii. 2, 3. 



THE END. 



SDWABO UOWSLL» PEUTTER, LXVXBFOOL. 



